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PREFACE. 



In the following work, I have at- 
tempted to present the more important 
truths of Moral Science, in such a form' 
as may be useful in Schools and 
Academies. With this view, it has 
been not merely abridged, but also re- 
written ; the argument in general omit- 
ted, and merely the result stated ; and 
the illustrations adapted to the compre- 
hension of the young. The style, so 
far as possible, has been rendered sim- 
ple ; and the words and phrases select- 
ed with, special reference to the ordinary 
language of persons not accustomed to 
moral speculations. Such at least has 



hr PREFACE. 



been the attempt. How far it has suc- 
ceeded, can be learned only from experi- 
ment. 

To each section and chapter, a num- 
ber of Questions have been added. 
These are not designed as aids for learn- 
ing the text ; but, as exercises for prac- 
tice, after the text has been learned. 
They, therefore, sometimes involve in- 
ferences from the truths stated in the 
text, and at other times, the practical 
application of the doctrines taught, to 
the purposes and business of ordinary 
life. 

As this work is designed for schools, 
it may not be amiss to suggest the 
method, in which, the author supposes 
it may be most successfully taught. He 
would advise, that, in general, the text 
be given as a lesson by itself. After 
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this has been learned, the succeeding 
lesson 9 may be, the questions which fol- 
low, with a review of the section to 
which they refer. In this manner, I 
think the pupil will be the most likely 
to exercise his own mind upon the sub- 
ject, and will thus understand it better, 
and retain it more perfectly. It is of 
course understood, that these questions 
are but a specimen of those which might 
easily be raised from the subjects pre- 
sented. A thoughtful instructor will de- 
rive great pleasure from adding to them 
from his own reflections. It will also 
be a useful exercise, for each pupil to 
furnish questions to be answered by the 
other members of the class. If the in- 
structor feel disposed to examine more 
fully for himself, the reasonings by which 
the doctrines in this work are support* 
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ed, he will find them stated considerably 
at large, in the octavo work from which 
the present is abridged. 

It deserves also to be remarked, that 
the end of the study of Moral Science 
is, to make men better. If in this re- 
spect it fail, it is at best useless. This 
should be continually borne in mind, by 
the instructor. Hience^ his constant ob- 
ject should be, so to conduct the recita- 
tions on tfiis subject, as to leave a moral 
impression on the mind of the student, 
to awaken in him a conviction of his 
own responsibility, and of his obligation 
to obey God, to create in him a love of 
virtue and a hatred of vice, and to teach 
him the blessings derived from self- 
government, purity of character, and 
undissembled piety. The instructor can 
derive no higher reward, than to wit- 
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ness such moral improvement, in the 
character of those committed to his 
charge. 

With a sincere desire, that the present 
little work may be found useful, in en- 
abling instructors thus to accomplish 
the highest purposes of their profession, 
it is committed to their hands, bv the 
author. 

BiiowN UnivsrsitT; December, 1835. 



CONTENTS. 



PART FIRST. 

CHAPTER I. 

Fftg». 
Of Moral Law, Moral Action, and of Intention. 

Sect. I. Of Moral Law 1 

Sect. II. Of Moral Action and Intention. ......... 5 

CHAPTER II. 

Of Conscience. 

Sect. I. What we mean hy Consdenee, and how 

Conscience admonishes us 10 

Sect. II. Of the manner in which we may improve 

or abuse our Conscience «.6 

Sect. III. Rules for Moral Conduct S7 

CHAPTER III. 

Is a man sure he does rig^ht, when his Conscience 
does not reprove him ? 33 

CHAPTER IV. 
Of happiness 37 

CHAPTER V. 
Imperfection of Conscience 43 

CHAPTER VI. 
Of the nature and defects of Natural Religion. ... 47 

CHAPTER VII. 
Of the Holy Scriptures 63 



CONTENTS. 



PART SECOND, 

Of thx Duties of Man to God, and to his Fellow 
Man. Of Loyx to God, or Piett. 

CHAPTER I. 

Pace. 
Of our obligation to love God 60 

CHAPTER II. 

Of Prayer 75 

Sect. I. The nature of Prayer 75 

Sect. II. The duty of Prayer 79 

Sect. III. The tUility of Prayer 84 

CHAPTER III. 

The observance of the Sabbath 88 

Sect I. Of the institution of the Sahbath 88 

Sect. II. Of the manner in which the Sabbath is to 

be observed 95 

Duties to Man, or Morality. 

CHAPTER I. 
The duties of Reciprocity 100 

CHAPTER II. 

Of Personal Liberty and the modes in which it may 
be violated 108 

Sect. I. Violation of Personal Liberty by the indi' 
vidual 110 

Sect. II. Violation of Personal Liberty by Society, 115 

CHAPTER in. 

Of Property 128 

Sect. I. Mature and origin of the Right of Prop' 
arty 122 



CONTENTS. XI 

Page 
Skct. II. Of the modes in which the Right of Prop' 

erty may be violated 126 

Skct. III. Lmw of Property, or Law of Buyer and 

SeUer 130 

Sect. I V. Of Loans 1 36 

Sect. V. Of Exchanges when the Eqtdvalent is 

immaterialf or Service, 145 

CHAPTER IV. 
Of Character 150 

CHAPTER V. 
Of Reputation 154 

CHAPTER VI. 

Of Veracity 162 

Sect. I. Of Assertions 163 

Sect. II. Of Promises and CorUracts 169 

CHAPTER VII. 
Duties and Rights of Parents 176 

CHAPTER VIII. 
Duties and Rights ofChildren 186 

CHAPTER IX. 

Duties of Citizens 194 

Sect. I. Of the Kature of Government 194 

Sect. II. Of the different Forms of Government, . 203 
Sect. III. Of the Forms of Government in the 

UniUd States 208 

The Duties of Benbtolehce. 

CHAPTER I. 
BeneTolence 213 

CHAPTER II. 

Sect. I. Benevolence to the Jfecessitous 223 

Sect. II. Benevolence to the Wicked 229 

Sect. HI. Benevolence to the Injurious, 233 

CHAPTER III. 
OurDutieito Brutes S37 



ELEMENTS OF MORAL SCIENCE. 



Part L 



CHAPTER L 

of moral law^ of moral action, and of 

intention. 

Section L 

Of Moral Law. 

Moral science is the science oimwal law. 
Whenever men observe that two events are 
so connected together, that, as often as one 
precedes, the other always follows it, they ap- 
ply to such a connection tbe name of law. 
They also call the first event the cause^ and the 
second the effect. For instance : 

It has been observed, that when water is 
cooled down to a certain point, it becomes solid, 
or is changed into ice ; and hence, chemists 
have laid it down as a lawXhaX water freezes at 
this particular point. Again, they have ob- 
served, that, if its temperature be raised to a 
oertaiQ point, it turns into vapor, or boils; 
hence they have laid it down as another law, 
I 
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that, at this particular point, water boils ; thai 
is, they mean to inform us of the universal fact, 
that, whenever, under given circumstances, the 
one event occurs, the other event also invariablj 
occurs. And they say that cold is the causi 
of the freezing of water, and heat the came oi 
its boiling. 

But, it is evident, that two events could nol 
be thus invariably connected, unless there 
were some power exerted to connect them, 
and some being, who, at all times, and in all 
places, exerted this power. Hence the fact^ 
that the laws of nature exist, teaches us the 
existence of the Supreme Being, the Creatoi 
and Preserver of all things. And hence, every 
change which we see, is a proof of the existence 
of God. ^ 

And it is also evident, that the Creator has 
connected events together in this manner, in 
order io direct our conduct Thus, having 
connected a certain degree of heat with th^ 
boiling of water, he intends to teach us, that, if 
we wish to make water boil, we must raise it tc 
that degree of heat. And thus, in general, 
since he adheres unchangeably to the laws 
which he has established, we can never eithei 
accomplish any purpose, or produce any effect, 
by attempting to do it, in any other way, than 
b that which He has appointed. 
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Let us now apply this to morals. Every one 
knows that he perceives certain actions to be 
either right or wrong. Every oqe feels, that it 
is wrong to lie, to steal, to murder, to be cruel. 
Every one feels that it is right to tell the truth, 
to be honest, affectionate, kind and grateful. 
And, if even a young person will think for a 
moment, he will perceive, that there are certain 
results, which always follow these two sorts of 
actions. If any one do wrong, as for instance, 
if he lie, or steal, or abuse another person, he 
feels a peculiar sort of unbappiness, which is 
called the feeling of guilt ; he is afraid of being 
detected, he wishes he had not done it, and if 
he be detected he knows that every one dislikes 
and despises him for his conduct : And, on the 
contrary, if he have done right, as, if he have 
told the truth, have been grateful, or have re- 
turned good for evil, he feels a peculiar sort of 
pleasure, he is satisfied with himself, and knows 
that all men will look upon bun with respect. 

Now, as these events, and a multitude of 
others, are thus found connected together, we 
designate such a connection by the term law. 
And, as the foundation of this connection is 
what is called the moral nature of an action, 
we call the law a moral law. 

As we find these events, namely, pleasure 
foUowing right actions, and pain following bad 
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actions, to be invariable, we know that they 
must have been connected together by God our 
Creator and our Judge. And, as he has man- 
ifestly connected them together for the purpose 
of teaching us, we may hence learn, how he 
wishes us to act. Thus, if God have always 
connected pleasure with honesty, and pain with 
dishonesty, it is as plainly his will that we should 
be honest, as though he had said so by a voice 
from heaven. If every murderer in a country 
be punished with death, it is just as clearly a 
direction for our conduct, without any written 
prohibition of murder, as with it. 

By thus observing the consequences of ac- 
tions, we may learn what, in many respects, is 
the law, or will of our Creator. Besides this, 
however, we have a revelation of his will made 
in the Holy Scriptures, in which he both informs 
us how we should act, and also makes known 
to us still further the consequences which he has 
connected both with obedience and disobedience. 

These laws, classified and illustrated, form 
the Science of Moral Philosophy. 



Questions. 
1. Give an example of some natural law, 
that is, of some event which you always see 
following some other event. 
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2. Give an example of some moral law. 

3. How do you prove the existence of God ? 

4. Give an example of some law by which 
God intends to direct our conduct. 

5. Can you remember any instance in your 
life, in which you have felt the pleasure atten- 
ding good actions and the pain attending bad 
actions? 

6. Why did God connect pain with one kind 
of actions, and pleasure with another kind of 
actions ? 

7. If you were to attend to these pleasures 
and pains, would you not know your duty much 
better than you do, and be much happier than 
you are ? 

8. Why then do you not attend to them, and 
act accordingly ? 

9. Do you think you understand what is 
meant by moral science ? Explain it, in your 
own language. 



Section II. 

Of Moral Action and of Intention. 

It may here be asked, what is a moral action. 
When any one does any thing on purpose, we 
call this an action. 



b or INTENTION. 

But, both brutes and men do things on pur- 
pose. Animals frequently injure each other, 
and injure men, with the intention of doing so. 

If however, we compare the actions of brutes 
with those of men, we shall find that we observe 
a difference between them. We feel that the 
hrute does not Tcnow better^ or does not, and 
cannot know that it is wrong; while we feel 
that the man does, or can, know that it is wrong. 
Now, as the brute cannot dislmguish between 
right and wrong, we do not consider his action 
a moral action ; but as the man can make this 
distinction, we call his action a moral action. 

Again, every one knows that we sometimes 
do things by accident, as, we may injure a per- 
son by throwing a ball, without seeing that he 
is in the way. In this case, we do not feel guilt, 
although we always should feel regret. Our 
conscience does not accuse us, unless we either 
intended to do harm, or were culpably negligent. 

Again, we sometimes intend to do some one 
a kindness, and it turns out, in the end, that 
what we have done, is an injury to him. Thus, 
suppose I send food to a sick man, and the food 
gives him pain ; I regret his pain, but I cannot 
disapprove of my act, for I intended to do him 
a kindness. From these, and such like instan- 
ces, any one may see, that we always jucke of 
the moral quality of actions by the intention. 
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Our intentions may be wrong in several ways : 

1 . Where we intend to Injure another ; as 
when we strike a person in anger, or speak 
agamst another, for the sake of making others 
think badly of him.> 

2. Where we intend to gratify ourselves, 
without any regard to the misery we cause to 
others. Such is the case, when one person 
makes sport of another, for the sake of fun, 
without having any malice towards him. We 
have no right to gratify ourselves, at the expense 
of the happiness of any one else. 

And, in general, we may lay it down as a 
universal rule, that our intention is wrong, when- 
ever we intend to do anything contrary to any 
law of God. This law is summed up in the 
two precepts, thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart ; and, as ye would that others 
should do unto you, do ye even so unto them. 

3. As the moral character of an action is 
determined by the intention ; if we intend to do 
wrong, although we may not actually do it, 
this intention is wicked. And when we really 
intend to do good, though we may not be able 
to carry our intention into effect, this intention 
is acceptable to God. Thus, God was pleased 
with David because he intended to build the 
temple, though he was not permitted to do it. 
Thus, also the good wishes, and benevolent 
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desires of the poor, may be as much charity in 
the sight of God, as the alms of the rich. 

4. As a good intention is necessary to a 
virtuous action, if an action, which God has 
commanded, be performed without a good in- 
tention, the act is not virtuous in the sight oi 
God. It is right to do justice to a poor widow. 
But the unjust judge, who neither feared God 
nor regarded man, and who avenged the pool 
widow because she troubled him, did not per- 
form a virtuous action. His only intention 
was, to get rid of trouble. Thus, a child maj 
do what its parents command, but do it in a 
bad temper. Though he may peform the ac- 
tion, yet he is not an obedient child, unless he 
perform it from good will, and with love to his 
parents. 

And, finally, every person must have ob- 
served, that our intentions are very mud 
influenced by our previous feelings. Any one 
who indulges himself in envious or revengeful 
or malicious feelings, is much more likely to dc 
envious or revengeful or malicious actions, thar 
one who never indulges in such thoughts. 
Hence we see, that such feelings, as they leac 
us to do wrong actions, must, in themselves 
be wrong. This is what our blessed Savioui 
means, when he tells us, that out of the hean 
proceeds all manner of evil. 
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Questions. 

1. Do brutes and men both act? 

2. What is the great difference between 
brutes and men ? 

3. Can we influence men, in any way differ- 
ent from that in which we influence brutes ? 

4. Can you illustrate this by an example ? 

5. What is the best way of influencing men ? 

6. If men will not be influenced by knowing 
that an action is right or wrong, what are they 
like? 

7. Do young persons ever act thus ? 

8. Is it honorable or disgraceful to act thus ? 

9. If a person injure us by accident, ought 
we to feel as if he had done wrong ? If not, 
why? Give an example. 

10. If a person intending to do us a kindness 
injure us, ought we to feel grateful or displeased ? 
And why ? Give an example. 

11. Give an example of an action with a bad 
intention. 

12. Give an example of a wrong action done 
thoughtlessly. 

13. Do you ever do such actions? 

14. Give an example of something wrong, 
when no action is really done. 

15. Give an example of a right action, 
without any good intention. 

16. Show how people make themselves 
wicked, by indulging in wicked thoughts. 



CHAPTER II. 

OF CONSCIENCE. 

Section I. 

What we mean by Conscience ; and how Cbw- 
science admonishes us. 

Whenever we do any thing, there must al- 
ways be something with which we do it. Thus 
if we walk, we must have legs to walk with. 
If we see, we must have eyes to see with. If 
we hear, we must have ears to hear with ; and 
so of a thousand cases. 

This is equally true of our internal or men- 
tal actions. Thus if we either think, or feel, 
we must have a mind, to think or to feel with. 
If we remember, we must have a memory, to 
remember with. 

Now, every one knows that he has the 
power of observing the difference between 
right and wrong in the actions of men ; and 
that he also is subject to peculiar feelings, in 
consequence of the existence of such qualities 
in his own actions. We give the name con- 
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science to that faculty which man has^ but 
which brutes have not, by which we make thb 
distinction, and suffer or enjoy these feelings. 

If now, we will observe, we shall see, that 
this feeling of right and of wrong, belongs to 
our actions, whether they respect either God 
or man. If a boy tell a lie, though no one 
know it, or swear, though no one hear him, or 
break the holy sabbath, though no one see 
him, he feels guilty of a sin against God, and 
he justly fears that God will punish him. If 
he steal his neighbor's property, or cheat his 
play mates, or strike or abuse them, he feels 
guilty of injuring thefm, is ashamed to look 
them in the face, and is conscious that he de- 
serves to be punished for his conduct.* 

And hence we say, that conscience is that 
faculty of the mind, by which we distinguish 
between right and wrong in our actions, wheth- 
er they have respect to our fellow men, or to 
God. And, as we form the same judgments 
respecting the actions of other men, as we do 
respecting our own, we say,^ that conscience 
is the faculty by which we distinguish between 
right and wrong in moral action. It is by the 
same faculty that we feel a sort of impulsion to 
do what we know to be right, and a sort of 

* It may be added, that we are conscious of some of 
these feehngs, when we abase brute animals. 
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monition not to do what we know to be wrong ; 
and also, that we in the one case feel pleasure^ 
and in the other case feel pain. 

Let us now reflect for a moment upon our 
feelings respectbg right and wrong, that we 
may observe in what manner conscience ad- 
monishes us. 

1. Suppose we are considering an action, in 
order to decide whether or not we shall do it. 
Let us take a case. Suppose a child were so 
wicked as to be angry with his father, and was 
considering whether he should strike him. He 
would probably think, first of all, that his father 
was stronger than he, and would punish him 
for it. This would show that it was umvisej 
for he would lose more than he would gab. 
But suppose his father was sick in bed, and so 
weak that he could not punish his child for 
doing wrong. If the child reflected for a mo- 
ment, he would feel that it was wrong to strike 
his parent, and that it made no difference, 
whether his father could punish him or not. 
And if a child saw another child strike a sick 
father, instead of doing him all the good he 
could ; he would say that the child had done 
a very wicked thing, and that he cmght to he 
punished for it. And if the child, in attempt- 
ing to strike his father, hurt himself badly, 
though every one would be sorry for him, yet 
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tfaey would all say that it served him right, and 
that he deserved it. 

Again, suppose a child to feel that it was 
wrong to strike his father ; he would also feet 
something which seemed to tell him not to do 
it. If he were angry, there would be two 
kinds of feelings within him. His angry feel- 
ings would urge him to do it, and his conscience 
would say, you ought not to do it. And he 
would be a bad, or a good boy, just as he 
obeyed his angry passions, or as he obeyed his 
conscience. Or, to take another case. Sup- 
pose a boy had received some money which 
was given to him for the purpose of buying 
play-things for himself. As he was going to 
the toy shop, he met a poor woman, whose 
children were starving for want of something to 
eat. His love of play would urge him to buy 
the play-things. But his conscience would 
urge him to relieve the poor starving children. 
A selfish boy would yield to his love of toys, 
and leave the children to starve. A good boy 
would yield to his conscience, and deny him- 
self, and give the money to the poor. 

We may also learn how conscience admon- 
ishes us, by observing how we feel after an 
action has been performed. Thus, take the 
last case> If a boy had been benevolent, he 
would feel happy, he would approvo of what 
2 
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he had done. And, if he had seen such at! 
action done by another, he would love him for 
it, and desire to see him rewarded. Thus if 
the benevolent boy, afterwards, in passing along 
the street, had found twice as much money as 
he gave away to the poor children^ every one 
would be glad of it, and say that he deserved 
to be rewarded. 

On the contrary, if a boy, instead of being 
kind to these children, had left them to perish, 
or more especially, if he had called them 
names, or had struck them ; when he went 
away and thought upon his conduct, he would 
feel ashamed, sorry, and very unhappy, and be 
afraid that some misfortune would befal him. 
And if we should see any one act so wickedly, 
we should feel a dislike to him, we should not 
wish to associate with him, and we should say 
that he deserved to be punished. 

This is one great reason why persons who 
have done wrong are so fearful and cowardly ; 
and why those who have done well are so much 
bolder. He who has done wrong knows that 
he deserves to be punished ; and hence he is 
afraid that every body is going to punish him. 
He who has done well, knows that he deserves 
to be rewarded, and hence he is afraid of no 
one. 

And this is one reason, why those who have 
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done wrong are so commonly found out. He 
who'has done wrong is afraid and ashamed, he 
shows it in his countenance, and in his actions ; 
and the more he tries to conceal it, the more 
clearly he discovers it. Thus the Bible tells 
us that the wicked is snared in the work of his 
own hands ; and though hand join in hand, 
the wicked shall not go unpunished. 



Questions. 

1. It is said that if we do any thing, we must 
have something to do it with. Give examples 
of this. 

2. How do you know that you have a con- 
science ? 

3. When, you disobey your parents, how do 
you feel ? 

4. When you sin against God, how do you 
feel ? 

5. What is it that produces these feelings ? 

6. When you do well, and obey God, how 
do you feel ? 

7. What is it that produces these feelings ? 

8. Have brutes any such feelings ? Why ? 

9. When you have been thinking whether 
or not you should do some particular wrong 
act, have you never felt something telling you 
you ought not ? What was it that forbade you ? 
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10. When you have been thinking about do- 
ing a good action, have you not felt something 
urging you to do it ? What was it that urged 
you to do it ? 

1 1 . Do you not feel displeased with persons 
who lie, and steal, and act cruelly ? What 
makes you feel thus ? 

12. After a boy has done wickedly, does he 
feel as happy when he comes home, as when 
he has behaved well ? Give an example. 

13. Why is wicked conduct so easily found 
out ? 

14. Why are people so afraid when they 
have done wrong ? 

15. Why are good people so often happy, 
when they come to die ? 

16. Why are bad people so often miserable, ' 
when they come to die ? 



Section II. 

Of the manner in which we may improve or 
injure our Conscience. 

Every one must have observed, that all our 
faculties are capable of being improved or in- 
jured. Some persons of the same age are 
stronger than others. One man is strong in his 
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trms, and another is strong in his legs. And 
so of our internal facuhies. One man has a 
powerful, and another a weak memory. One 
has a facility in writing, and another writes 
with difficulty. And so of a vast variety of 
cases. 

Now if we look at these instances again, we 
shall find this to be the general fact respecting 
them. Those faculties are the strongest which 
are used the most. If one man be. stronger 
than another, we shall find that he uses his 
strength more, or, that he works more than the 
other. He whose occupations require the use 
of his arms, becomes strong in his arms ; 
while he who walks or runs much, becomes 
strong in his legs. He who uses his memory 
'habitually, remembers easily, that is, acquires 
a strong memory ; while he who rarely tries to 
recollect what he hears or reads, very soon has 
a weak memory. And thus men have come 
to this general conclusion, that all our faculties 
are strengthened by use, and weakened by 
disuse. 

This rule applies to conscience in several 
particulars. 

1. The more frequently we use our con- 
science in judging between actions as right or 
wrong, the more easily shall we learn to judge 
correctly concerning them. He, who, before 
2* 
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every action, will deliberately ask himself, is 
this right or wrong, will seldom mistake what is 
his duty. And children may do this, as well 
as grown persons. 

2. Our conscience is also improved in this 
respect, by reflecting upon virtuous actions, 
and thinking upon virtuous characters. The 
more we do this, the easier do we learn to dis- 
tinguish and to avoid every thing that is 
wrong. It is for this reason that we should 
reflect much on the perfect character of our 
blessed Saviour, if we wish to improve our 
consciences, and make progress in virtue. So 
young persons should reflect upon the char- 
acters of Samuel, Joseph, Daniel, in the Bible, 
and of General Wa^ington and other good 
men of later times. And of course, on the 
contrary, we shall weaken our power of mak- 
ing moral distinctions ; — 

1. If we neglect to inquire into the moral 
character of our actions. If children or men 
go on doing right or wrong, just as it happens, 
without ever inquiring about it, they will at 
last care but little whether they do the one or 
the other ; and in many cases will hardly be 
able to distinguish between them. Every one 
knows, that children who are taught by their 
parents to reflect upon their actions, and dis- 
tinguish between right and wrong, know much 
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better how they ovght to ad, than those, 
whose parents nerer give them any instruction 
on the subject. 

2. And again, we injure our power of judg- 
ing correctly of moral actions, if we allow 
ourselves to witness, or to hear of, wickedness ; 
or, if we are in the habit of letting wicked 
thoughts dwell in our minds. If a boy, for the 
first time, hear another swear, he will feel it to 
be wrong. But if he associate much with him, 
he will soon care nothing about it, and very 
soon will beffin to swear himself. The same is 
the case with lying, cruelty, bad language, and 
any other wickedness. This shows us, how 
careful we should be to avoid all bad company, 
and never to mingle with those who persist in 
doing wrong. 

I have mentioned above, that we could all 
observe in the feeling of conscience, a sort of 
command, urging us to do what is right. Now 
this command becomes stronger or weaker, just 
in proportion as we use it. For instance, he 
who is careful always to do what his conscience 
commands, finds the power of temptation over 
him to be weaker. He who strives always to 
be just, and never to defraud any one of the 
least thing, either in play, or in earnest, will 
find a very strong opposition in his mind, to 
doing any injustice \ while he, who, only oc- 
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casionally, allows himself to lie or cheats wOt 
find that his opposition to lying and dishonesty 
is gradually growing weaker, and it is well, u 
he do not, in the end, become a confirmed 
thief and liar. 

And it is moreover to be remarked, that 
both of these last rules, have an e&ct upon 
each other. The more we are in the habit of 
reflecting upon the right and the wrong of our 
actions, the stronger will be our inclination to 
do right; and the more scrupulously we do 
right, the more easily shall we be able to dis- 
tinguish between right and wrong. 

Once more. I have alluded to the fact, 
that conscience is a source of pleasure and of 
pain. It is so, in a greater or less degree, in 
proportion as we use it. 

The oftener we do good actions, the greater 
happiness we receive from doing them. Do 
you not observe how happy ; kind and benev- 
olent persons always are ? Do you not observe, 
that persons, who very seldom do a good action, 
do it almost without pleasure ; while really be- 
nevolent and kind people, seem to derive con- 
stant happiness, from making others happy? 
And, if there is so much happiness to be derived 
from doing good, we ought to be grateful that 
God has placed us in a world, in which there 
is so much good to be done, and in which 
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erery one, poor as well ^s rich, young as well 
as old, may enjoy this happiness, almost as 
much as he pleases. 

And, on the contrary, the oftener men dis- 
obey their consciences, the less pain do they 
suffer from doing wrong. When boys first 
lie, or use bad words, they feel guilty, and 
very unhappy ; but if they are so wicked as to 
form the habit of doing thus, they soon do it 
without any pain, and sometimes even become 
proud of it. This is the case with stealing, or 
any other wickedness. 

At first view, this might seem to be a bene- 
fit conferred on a wicked person, because he 
thus can do wrong, without so much suffering. 
But if we consider it a little more attentively, 
we shall see that it is exactly the reverse. 
For, when a person is afraid to do wrong, and 
suffers, in his conscience, in consequence of it, 
be will do it rarely and secretly ; but when 
he ceases to be thus pained, he becomes bold, 
and does it openly, and soon meets with the 
punishment which he deserves. And besides. 
It is very merciful in God, thus to admonish 
BS by our conscience, when we do wrong. 
And when we cease to be thus admonished, it 
is a proof that he has become more and more 
angry with us, and is letting us go on to our 
destruction without any more warning. And 
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besides, this stupidity of conscience will 
but for a very short time. Conscience 
quently awakens in sickness, or on a de 
bed. It will assume an infinitely greater f 
er in eternity, than it ever does on e? 
And then, if we have lived and died wici 
ly, it will be a source of torment to us 
ever. 

From what we have said, one or two th 
are plain. ' 

1. The more frequently we do right, 
easier will it be to do right ; and the gre 
pleasure will the doing of right give us. ' 
oftener we resist temptation, the easier 
we resist, not only this temptation, but e^ 
other. And thus, at every step of our 
gress in virtue, we shall be prepared to 
more and more virtuous ; and our charac 
will become fixed on a surer foundation. 

2. And, on the contrary, the oftener we 
wrong, the more difficult it is to resist tern 
tion, the more readily do we fall into sin, 
with the less remorse do we violate all 
monitions of conscience. Hence, the far 
we go on in sin, the more difficult it is tc 
turn to virtue, and the less is the hope of 
recovery. 

3. And hence we should learn how gre? 
the importance of resisting every temptat 



or ooNSGixNoi:. 23 

uid of doing right resolutely, under all possH 
bid circumstances. And, moreover, we leam 
that if we have formed any bad habit, the 
present is the very best time to break off from 
it. We cannot delay for a moment without 
making the case worse ; both by increasing 
the actual difficulty, and by diminishing our 
strength to surmount it. And, if this be the 
case with our sins against man, by how much 
more does it hold, in respect to our sins against 
God. 

The following illustration is so peculiarly 
appropriate, that I with great pleasure insert it. 
It is from the Juvenile Miscellany. 

THE ALARM WATCH. 

A lady, who found it difficult to awake so 
early as she wished in the morning, purchased 
an alarm watch. These watches are so con- 
trived as to strike with a very loud, whirring 
noise, at any hour the owner pleases to set 
them. 

The lady placed the watch at the head of 
the bed, and, at the appointed time, she found 
herself effectually roused by the long ratding 
sound. She immediately obeyed the summons 
and felt the better all day for her early rising. 
This continued for several weeks. The alarm 
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watch faithfully performed its office, and 
distinctly heard^ so long as it was prona 
obeyed* But, after a time, the iady grew 
of car;y rising ; and when she was awak< 
by the noisy monitor, she merely turned 
self and slept again. In a few days the w 
ceased to arouse her from slumber. It S] 
just as loudly as ever, but she did not hec 
because she had acquired the habit of diso 
ing it. Finding that she might just as we 
without an alarm watch, she formed the 
resolution, that, if she ever heard the sc 
again, she would jump up instantly, and, 
she would never more allow herself to disc 
tlie friendly warning. 

Just so it is with conscience. If we < 
its dictates, even to the most trifling particu 
we always hear its voice, clear and str 
But, if we idlow ourselves to do what we 
may not be quite right, we shall grow r 
and more sleepy, until the voice of consci 
has no longer any power to awaken us. 



Questions. 

1. It is said, that every faculty of bod 
of mind is improved by use. Give exan: 
of this. 

2. It is said that every faculty of bod 
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of mind is weakened by disuse. Give an ex- 
ample. 

3. What is the difference between the re- 
sult of industry and of idleness ? Can you 
give an example in both body and mind ? 

4. If such be the law of God, what did he 
mean to teach us ? 

5. What two benefits shall we receive from 
reflecting on the right or the wrong of our ac- 
tions ? 

6. What benefit shall we receive from asso- 
ciating with the good and virtuous ? 

7. What two injuries do we suffer from act- 
ing without moral reflection ? 

8. What are the consequences of associating 
with the wicked ? Give an example. 

9. Suppose a person disobey his conscience, 
what are the results ? Give an example. 

10. Why can good people, that is, those who 
act well, judge better than others of moral sub- 
jects ? Whose advice, then, should we always 
follow ? 

11. If men wish to be happy, how should 
they act ? 

12. If a person do wrong without feeling the 
pains of conscience, is it a good or a bad 
sign? 

13. What benefit do we receive from the 
hMt of actbg right ? 

3 
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14. What injury from the habit of acting 
wrong ? Give examples of both. 

15. When should a person break off from 
doing wrong ; and begin to act right ? Give 
an example. 
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Section III. 

Rules for our Moral Conduct. 

Rules to be observed before you resolve to 
do any action. 

1. Always ask yourself, first of all, is this 
action right ? To enable you to answer this 
inquiry, God gave you a conscience, and the 
Holy Bible. If you do not use these means 
for ascertaining your duty, you are very wicked, 
and God will hold you guilty. And, always 
ask this question before you begin; for after, 
you have begun, or after you are very much 
set upon doing any thing, it will probably be 
too late. 

2. Remember what we have said about per- 
sons abusing their conscience by not obeying it. 
You have frequently done this, and of course 
your conscience is not as correct a guide as it 
ought to be. Hence, in many cases, you may 
only doubt. Now, when you doubt whether 
any action is right, you ought never to do it, 
unless you also as much doubt whether you are 
at liberty to leave it undone. 

3. Make it a settled rule, always to do what 
your conscience directs, and to leave undone 
what it forbids. No matter whether it be in 



28 RULES FOR 

action, or word, or thought, in public or in 
private, no matter how much you may suffer 
in consequence of it, always do what you believe 
to be right. There can no evil happen to you, 
so great as to do wrong ; and you can gain no 
good so great, as that which arises from doing 
right. No matter who is for you, or who against 
you ; always obey God in preference to every 
thing else. 

Rules after an action has been performed. 

1. Be in the habit of reflecting upon your 
actions, and of deciding carefully whether they 
were right or wrong. This is called self- 
examination. 

Do this deliberately. It should be done 
alone, and in retirement. If you do not take 
time specially for it, you will never do it at all. 

Do it impartially. Try to come to a correct 
conclusion. Put other persons in your place, 
and suppose them to act as you have acted, 
and then ask yourself what judgment you would 
form concerning them. Place before you the 
law of God, and the example of Jesus Christ, 
and see how your actions correspond with theirs. 
It is very useful for young persons to converse 
on these subjects with their parents and older 
friends, and to ask their instruction and direc- 
tion respecting actions, of which they them- 
selves are unable to form a decided opinion. 
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Suppose now you have examined yourself, 
and have come to a decision respecting your 
actions : — 

1. If you have done right, be thankful to 
God, who has enabled you to do so, and let the 
peace which you enjoy lead you to resolve 
more firmly in favor of virtue. 

2. If your actions have been mixed, that is, 
if some of your motives have been good, and 
some of them bad ; try to ascertain how you 
came to blend them together, and avoid in fu- 
ture the causes which led you into error. 

3. If, upon reflection, you find that your 
actions have been wrong : — 

1. Reflect upon the action till you are sen- 
sible of its guilt. 

2. Be willing to sufier the pains of conscience. 
Do not try to forget the subject by doing some- 
thing else, but be willing to be pained, that you 
may the more readily avoid doing wrong in 
future. 

3. Do not forget the subject, until you have 
come to a resolution, founded on the moral 
wrong of the action, never to do so any more. 

4. If you can repair the injury you have 
done, repair it immediately^ If you have told 
a lie, go immediately and confess it. If you 
have taken what did not belong to you, go 
and restore it. And if restitution be out of 

3* 
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your power, go at least and acknowledge your 
fault. 

5. As every wrong action is a sin against 
God, seek in humble repentance his pardon, 
through the merits of his Son Jesus Christ. 

6. Observe the courses of thinking or of 
acting which were the causes of your offending, 
and be specially careful to guard against them 
in future. 

7. Do all this, in humble dependence upon 
that merciful and every where present Being, 
who is always ready to grant us all the assistance 
necessary to the keeping of his commandments, 
and, who will never leave us nor forsake us, if 
we humbly put our trust in him. 

From what has been said, we must be con- 
vinced of the solemn responsibility which rests 
upon every human being, whether young or 
old. He is in the possession of a faculty, which 
admonishes him of his duty to God and to man. 
It is an eveiy where present faculty ; we always 
hear its monitions when we wish to hear them, 
and it frequently speaks, when we desire it to 
be silent. Hence it is, that if we do wrong, 
we are justly held by our Creator to be inexcu- 
sable. And all this is still more strongly en- 
forced by the fact, that this conscience, endowed 
with a tenfold energy, will ever abide with us, 
and will be a source of pleasure or pain to us 
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thtoughout eternity. And, as young persons 
have a conscience, as well as those that are 
older, they are just as truly bound to obey it ; 
and ^ God will as surely punish them if they 
disobey it. 



Questions. 

1. What is the first question to be asked 
before we b^gin to do any thing? Give an 
example. Do you act thus? 

2. When we doubt whether an action is 
right, what ought we to do ? Give an exam- 
ple. 

3. Suppose we believe any action to be 
wrong, what ought to induce us to do it ? 

4. Suppose we believe any thing to be our 
duty, what ought to prevent us from doing it ? 
Give an example. 

5. Do you ever examine yourself, to know 
whether your actions are right or wrong ? 

6. Do you really try to know how to act so 
as to please God ? 

7. When young persons do not know their 
duty, how should they try to learn it ? Give 
an example.. 

8. Suppose you had given a poor person 
money, partly from compassion and partly from 
vanity, what should you try to do next time ? 
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9. Suppose a person has told a falsehoodi 
what should be do, if he mean to do right ? 

10. What excuse can we make, if .we do 
wrong, since we have a conscience to admonish 
us ? Why ? 

11. Can a man ever get rid of his conscience 
after death ? 

12. Will our conscience ^ve us pleasure or 
pain in eternity ? 

13. How must we live, if we wish our con- 
science to give us pleasure after we die ? 
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IS A MAN SURE THAT HE DOES RIGHT WHEN 
HIS CONSCIENCE DOES NOT REPROVE HIH ? 

We IBrequently observe that some men are 
not reproved by their consciences for doing 
things, for which others feel very guilty. Thus, 
some persons swear, and say it is no harm, 
while others would feel very guilty if they did 
so. Now, how is this to be accounted for ; and 
how does this affect their real guilt in the sight 
of God? 

This is to be accounted for, on the principles 
which we have before stated. We have said 
that conscience is injured by disobeying its dic- 
tates. If a boy swear, and his conscience reprove 
him, and he do not obey it, it will reprove him 
less next time, and less still the next time, until 
it at last ceases to reprove him altogether. But 
this does not make the thing any the less wrong 
than it was at first. Suppose a man look at the 
sun and it injures his eyes ; he looks again, and 
it injures them more ; and at last he becomes 
entirely blind, so that he cannot see it at all. 
This would not prove that the sun did not shine. 
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And hence we see, that since we are all sin- 
ners, we may do many things, which we do not 
perceive to be wrong, that really are very wrong 
in the sight of God. A wicked child may not 
feel it to be wrong to disobey its parents, but 
this does not render it the less wicked. We 
generally do riot feel guilty for disobeying God, 
and forgetting all his goodness, but this does not 
render it the less sinful. 

And, thus, since this very stupidity of con- 
science is a man's own fault, he is not the less 
to blame on account of it. He will be as justly 
punished for the last sin, for which his conscience 
did not reprove him, as for the first, for which it 
reproved him ever so severely. 

And here it may be proper to say a few words 
respecting habit. 

When a man does a thing very often, he does 
it very easily, and does it without thinking, and, 
at last, it seems as though he could not help 
doing it. You see how soon people acquire the 
habit of playing on musical instruments, of using 
certain words, &c. 

This is the case with moral action. A man 
by doing good actions, acquires the habit of doing 
them, so that he does them of course ; and a man 
in the same manner acquires the habit of doing 
bad actions, so that he does them without reflec- 
tion. 
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Now the question is this. Does an action 
become less wrong, because we have acquired 
the habit of doing it ? 

I think not. Because if God have forbidden 
it, our having acquired the habit of doing it 
does not alter his command. God has said, 
thou shalt not steal, and he will not alter his 
command. If it be displeasing to him for us 
to steal, how much more must he be displeased 
with ti8 for acquiring the habit of stealing. If a 
person struck you, and his conscience reproved 
him, yoii would say that he ought to be sorry 
for it, aQd never to do it again. You would 
certainly think it no excuse for him, to strike 
you every time he saw you, until his conscience 
did not reprove him at all. You would say, it 
was wrong to strike me once, how much more, to 
acquire the habit of striking me every time you 
saw me. 

If this be so, how wicked must it be for people 
to form those bad habits, which many fall into ; 
and to do vricked actions, without any thought 
or reflection. 



Questions. 
1. If you compare your actions with the law 
of God^ would you not find that you do many 
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things which he has forbidden^ but which you do 
not feel to be wrong ? Give some examples* 

2. Will God call you to account for these 
actions or not ? 

3. Will such actions be more excusable than 
any others ? 

4. Suppose a boy should lie, so that he did 
not care whether he told the truth or not, would 
this be any excuse for him ? Why ? 

5. Suppose a boy swore once, and his con- 
science reproved him, and another swore so 
much that he did not know when he did it, 
which would be the most guilty ? Why ? 

6. Are persons generally better or urorse 
than they suppose themselves to be ? Why ? 

7. What does this sectbn teach ua respecting 
the importance of forming habits ? 



CHAPTER IV. 



OF HAPPINESS. 



Oua Creator has formed us with Tarious de- 
les for the different objects around us. The 
ratification of these desires is called happiness, 
r pleasure. Thus, we are fond of particular 
inds of food and drink, of music, of colors and 
^enery ; these are called pleasures of sense, 
^e are pleased with reading, and knowledge, 
'ith poetry and eloquence ; these are calied- 
leasures of intellect. We are made happy by 
je society of our friends and reltttions ; these 
Pe called social pleasures. And lastly, we 
erive happiness from doing right and from= being 
irtuous; this is called moral pleasure. 

Now, inasmuch as our Creator has formed tis 
ftpable of being made happy from all these 
durces, and has placed all these objects around 
B^kis evident that he meant us to enjoy them 
% that b, to be made happy by them. Thus*, 
te meant us to derive one sort of happiness 
rem things that we see and hear, and taste ; 
BKJther, ftom things that we read or think 
kboQt ; another fix>m our friends atid relations ; 
4 
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and another from doing right, and in all things 
obeying him. 

But, it is always to be remarked, that while 
all these are sources of happiness, and are de- 
signed to be such by our Creator, they are 
manifestly designed to be such only within 
certain limits. Thus, though the love of food 
is designed to be a source of happiness, it is 
found that, if food be partaken of, beyond a 
certain quantity, it produces disgust, sickness or 
death. And not only so, but if taken in im- 
proper quantities, it also destroys our capacity 
for intellectual and moral pleasure. If intel- 
lectual pleasures be pursued beyond a certain 
limit, the power of intellectual gratification is 
weakened, and if pursued to the utnK)st, the 
result is derangement. And even moral pleas- 
ures, as for instance, devotion, may in our 
present state, be pursued so far as to injure the 
health, and produce despondency and distrust, 
instead of cheerful, active^ and useful piety. 

Hence, while it is true that the gratification 
of our desires, is human happiness, and that the 
Creator designed them to be gratified, it is also 
true, that human happiness consists iii the grat- 
ification of these desires within such limits as 
he has prescribed. So soon as we transgress 
these limits, the result is not happiness, but 
misery. And hence the greatest happiness of 
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which vfe are susceptible is to be found, in 
subjecting ourselves to the moral, social, in- 
tellectual and physical laws, which he has 
ordained ; that is, in obeying in all things the 
holy, wise, just and merciful will of Him who 
made us. As soon as we begin to pursue any 
gratification, in a manner, or to an extent, at 
variance with the laws of our Creator, we always 
make ourselves miserable. The most unhappy 
class of persons on earth, are those who live for 
nothing else but amusement, and without any 
regard to the Creator's laws. Hence, if persons 
wish to be happy, they ought to observe several 
rules. 

1 . They ought to be temperate, that is to use 
no food nor drink that does not do them good ; 
and to partake of proper food and drink, only 
in such quantity as will be useful to them. 
When people eat so that it gives them pain or 
makes them sleepy, they may know that they 
have been intemperate. 

2. They ought to be industrious. Without 
labor we 80(m beeome weak and sickly ; and, 
also, without labor, we can never enjoy much 
pleasure either from reading or knowledge. 
Indolence weakens the mind as much as it does 
the body. 

8. They ought to be studious. I do not 
mem that every one should employ all bis 
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time in study. This would be impossible, AA 
I mean is, that every one should regularly ^vq 
some time, as much as his occupations will allow^ 
to reading .and tjb^e cultivaliQa of his mind« This 
will soon becoipe a great source of pleasure, 
and a gjcetat means of usefuln^s. It was by 
employing his leisure hours in this manner, that 
Franklin laid the foundation of his greatneas, 
and raised himself from the rank of a poor 
printer's boy to that of an eminent philosophei 
and statesman. ^ 

4. They should be good. That is, they 
should in every thing strive to serve and obey 
God. This will give us the pleasure of grati- 
tude, in addition to that derived from the recep- 
tion of our daily mercies ; it will give us comfort 
in trouble, all the pleasure of delightful inter- 
course with our best Friend, our Father in 
heaven, and the hope of being forever happy 
when we die. Every one must allow, that 
really religious people, whether young or old, 
are much happier than any other persons. 

5. We should be benevolent ; that is we should 
seek to make others happy. This is one way 
of serving God. There is more pleasure ip 
seeing others happy than in seeking to be happy 
ourselves. There is more pleasure in acquiring 
knowledge for the purpose of being useful than 
acquiring it merely for the sake of our gratifi- 
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cation. If young and old persons would spend 
half the money in making others happy, which 
they spend in dress and useless luxury, how 
much more real pleasure it would give them. 



Questions. 

1. Give examples of the various kinds of 
human happiness. 

2. How do you know that «■# ^)^^nt you 
to eat apples, or to look at a ftKjji^'^ or to act 
virtuously? ' 4^ 

3. How do you know that God did not in- 
tend you to eat the leaves of the apple tree, 
mstead of the fruit ? 

4. How do you know that God did not mean 
you to eat more than two or three apples, at one 
time ? 

5. How do you know that he meant you to 
study, but not to study all night ? 

6. How may we know, by the effects upon 
ourselves, that we have transgressed any law of 
our Creator ? 

7. How ought a person to spend a day if he 
wished to spend it happily ? Go through the 
day and illustrate it. 

8. When you act thus do you not find 

yourself most happy ? 
4# 
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9. Which are the iix)re desirable, the pleas* 
ures of sense or those of intellect ? 

10. Which are more desirable, the pleasures 
of sense, or social pleasures ? 

11. Which are more desirable, the pleasures 
of sense, or moral pleasures? Illustrate all 
these. 

12. What sort of pleasures do brutes enjoy? 

13. Suppose a man derives all his pleasures 
from his appetites, that is, from eating and 
drinking, &c. wjbat is he like ? 
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THE DOPERFBCTION Of CONSCUSNCE. 

It has already been stated, that conscience, 
like all our other powers, is strengthened by 
use, and mjured by abuse. We abuse our 
conscience, whenever we do wrong. And, as 
it is universally allowed, that all men do wrong, 
it is evident that the consciences of all men 
must be imperfect. 

But, although we have thus rendered our 
consciences imperfect, the law of God remains 
the same ; that is, he commands the same duties, 
o&Ts the same rewards, and threatens the same 
punishments. He does not alter his laws, be- 
cause men will not obey them. If a parent 
should forbid a child to do something, and the 
child should stop his ears so that he did not 
hear, he ought to be punished for doing wrong, 
just as much as if he had heard, because it was 
bis own fault that he did not hear. 

And, if men have become so sinful that they 
do not hear the voice of God, when he speaks 
to them by conscience, and if they are going 
oa thus thoughtlessly, sinnidg against him and 
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exposing themselves to his condemnation, our 
condition would be very miserable, if God did 
not give us some other light. Age after age, 
men would become more and more sinful, imd 
would all be without any hope of salvation. 
Now, that men are actually going on in this 
manner is, I think, evident from facts. I do 
not say that there is no moral virtue in man. 
This would not be true. I say that the law of 
God requires perfect obedience, in order to 
deserve any reward at his hands. And, I say, 
not only that men do not render that obedience, 
but that they have disobeyed him so much, as 
not even to perceive, by the light of conscience, 
the very duties that he requires of them. 

1. There are many duties to his fellow crea- 
tures and to God, which man, by his unassisted 
conscience, does not discover. This must be 
known to every young person, who has read the 
accounts given by travellers of heathen nations ; 
especially those given by Christian missionaries. 

2. It is also evident, that where these duties 
are known, men, very frequently, if left to the 
light of nature, err, in respect to the mode in 
which they are to be performed. Thus the 
heathen, who acknowledge that they ought to 
worship God, perform, as acts of worship, the 
most disgraceful and abominable rites. While 
they confess that they ought to love their pa- 
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rents and children, they, not unfrequently, put 
them to death, when they are aged or sick. 

3. Men universally admit, that they do not 
live according to the tight which they enjoy ; 
that is, that they are not as good as they know 
how to be. This is confessed, both by the 
heathen, and also by those who live under the 
iiill influence of Christianity. Every one knows 
it to be the fact, that men are disposed to vio- 
late their obligations to God for the sake of the 
most transient and trifling gratification. 

Now if this be the fact, if we be thus disposed 
to violate the law of God, and, if, to every vio- 
lation, he has affixed a most solemn penalty, not 
. onlv in this world, but also in the other, if he 
had given us no other mode of learning our 
duty than is aflbrded by the light of conscience, 
our condition would be exceedingly hopeless. 

Now as we know God to be infinitely mer- 
ciful, as well as infinitely just, it is surely not 
improbable that he would give us some addi- 
tional knowledge upon this subject. He has 
given abundant proofs that he loves to have his 
creatures do right ; and also that he loves to see 
them happy. Both of these facts would lead 
us to expect some more explicit information 
respecting our duty, than is given by our unas- 
sisted conscience. 

This additional information is communicated 
to us, by natural and revealed religion. 
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Questions. 

1. Explain what would be the condition of 
men, if they possessed no other knowledge of 
duty, than that derived from the light of unas- 
sisted conscience. 

2. It is said, that men, without any other 
light than conscience, would be ignorant of 
many duties to God and to man. Can you 
give any example of this ? 

3. It is said, that men, when they know that 
some duty is to be discharged, do not know 
how to discharge it acceptably to God. Give 
examples of this. 

4. Do you find men generally acting as well 
as they know how to act ? How do you act 
yourself? 

5. If God should call you to account for all 
those actions of your life, which you have per- 
formed contrary to his will without thinking any 
thing about it, what would be your condition ? 

6. If we are so ignorant and sinful, and God 
is both very kind, and very desirous that we 
should do right, what should we think it proba- 
ble that he would do for us ? 



CHAPTER VI. 

OF THE NATURE AND THE DEFECTS OF 
NATURAL RELIGION. 

In order to illustrate the nature of natural 
religion, I will commence with the following 
supposition. Suppose that any young person 
had the misfortune to be deaf and dumb, as 
some children are. Such a child we know could 
not hear a word that his parents said to him. 
Suppose that his parents were very wise, just, 
and kind persons, and that the child knew this 
pcfrfectly well. Now suppose this child to 
observe that whenever he did some sort of ac- 
tioDSy as, for instance, was angry, mischievous, 
or dishonest, his parents were displeased, and 
if he repeated the actions, punished him ; while, 
if he were kind, obliging and honest, his parents 
were always pleased and rewarded him. And 
suppose that he also found, that his parents, by 
some means, always so contrived, that a good 
action should be followed by a great deal of 
happiness to the whole family ; and a bad action 
by unbappiness to the whole family. Now 
suppose all this were invariably to happen, such 
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a child would as certainly know what its pan 
wished, that is, what were the laws of the £ 
ily, as though he could hear, and they 
informed him by language* 

Now, this is precisely the case, with whs 
called natural religion; by which we m 
those notions of their duty to (rod, and to e 
other, which men might acquire without 
Bible. 

Ood acts towards aU men, as I have suppc 
such a parent to act towards such a child, 
has connected happiness with some actions, 
misery with others, if we consider the acti 
only in respect to ourselves. Thus, he 
made us feel the pain of conscience when 
do some things, and the! pleasure of conscie 
when we do other things. Besides, he 
made some actions give us pain and distr 
and others give us pleasure, in our bodies 
well as in our minds. Every one knows 1 
if he eats too much, it makes him sick. Ev 
one knows how miserable drunkenness mak* 
man. Every one knows that a liar is despi 
by every person. -And still more, God has 
arranged things in this world, that bad acti 
make every one else unhappy, and, that, if 
actions were universally practised, men cc 
not live together. Consider for a mom< 
how unhappy children make their parents, 
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disobedience, lying, using bad words, and quar^ 
rolling with each other. And ask yourselves, 
how could men live together, if they were all 
liars, and all drunkards, and all thieves. 

Now, since God has connected such bad 
consequences with all these actions, and with a 
multitude of others, it is as manifest that he 
wishes us to avoid them, as though be had 
spoken from heaven, and told us so. And, 
since he has connected so many good conse- 
quences with the contrary actions, it is equally 
evident, that he means us to do the contrary 
actions. Hence, men, by observing these con- 
sequences, can learn what God wishes them to . 
do, and what he wishes them to avoid. And, 
these rules, thus ascertained, form what are 
called the laws of natural reli^on. 

It is evident, that much knowledge of our 
duty may be learned in this way. And, from 
what we have already said, it is evident, that 
for all this increased knowledge, man is, in an 
increased degree, accountable ; since his guilt, 
in violating any command of God, is always in 
proportion to the clearness with which that 
command has been made known to him. And 
sdll further, not only does natural religion pre- 
sent the moral law with additional clearness, by 
showing us the consequences of our actions, it 
o&rs additional motives to the doing of our 
5 



60 NATURAL BfiLIGIOir. 

duty. And, as our tendency to do wrong 6t 
right is shown, by the obstacles which we ovief- 
come in the course which we pursue, if we do 
wrong, in opposition to those additional motives, 
we are justly held additionally guilty by our 
Creator. 

While, however, there is so much light 
communicated by natural religion, it is, in our 
present state, defective, and insufficient to lead 
man to virtue and happiness. 

This may be clearly shown from facts. 

1. Mankind, wherever they have lived with- 
out the Bible, have always been exceedingly 
vicious. 

2. Nor has this been owing to want of knowl- 
edge, for, the farther they have advanced in 
knowledge, the more wicked have they be- 
come. 

3. None of the systems of religion which 
men have derived from the light of nature, 
have had any perceptible effect in rendering 
them better. 

But, specially, natural religion can give us 
no information respecting the truths most essen- 
tial to the formation of a religious character, and 
to the possession of a firm hope of a blessed 
immortality. 

For instance, natural religion gives us no in- 
formation respecting the existence and duratic 
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of the future state ; it neither tells us whether 
we live aftef death, nor how long we live. 

It gives no information, respecting the state 
upon which we enter after death. It teaches 
us much respecting our sinfulness, but nothing 
respecting the way in which sin may be par- 
doned. And, specially, it tells us nothing re- 
specting the atonement by Jesus Christ, and 
the way of salvation, and moral perfection, by 
virtue of his merits. Hence, as all these are 
facts, of the utmost possible importance for us 
to know, and, as none of them either are re- 
vealed, or can be revealed by natural religion, 
it is evident, that, had we no other guide, we 
must be left in utter ignorance, on the most 
important subjects, which we need, as immortal 
and moral beings, to know. It is to dissipate 
this darkness, and to give us all the knowledge 
on moral subjects, that our present state de- 
mands, that God has given to us the Holy 
Scriptures. 



Questions. 

1. How may we know, without the Bible, 
what God wishes us to do, and what to avoid ? 

2. How would you know, in this manner, 
that God did not mean men to get drunk, or to 
steal, or to fight ? 
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3. How would you know, in this imtnner, 
that God meant children to be kind to each 
other, and to obey their parents ? 

4. Is this mode of teaching found to be suf- 
ficient to make men good ? Do you remember 
any thing on this subject from your reading? 

5. What was the moral character of the 
ancient Greeks and Romans ? 

6. What is the moral chajract^r of the hea- 
then generally ? 

7. How could we know any thing about 
another world, except God had told us in the 
Bible ? 

8. Can we learn any thing except the 
commands of God, from natural religion? 
Illustrate this. 

9. Does natural religion give us any knowl- 
edge respecting pardon, after we have broken 
the laws of God ? 

10. If men have not the Bible, by what 
law will God judge them ? 



CHAPTER VII. 

OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 

The Holy Scriptures are contained in the 
volumes of the Old and New Testaments. 
The main design of these is, to reveal to man 
the will, or law of God, and the way of sal- 
vation from sin, by the atonement of Jesus 
Christ. 

The Old Testament contains, 

1. An account of the creation of the world, 
of the creation and fall of man, with a brief 
history of our race, until the general deluge. 

2. Aq account of the separation of the 
family of Abraham, the commencement of a 
nation, and a history of this nation, from its 
beginning, until the return frpm ^he captivity 
m Babylon, a period of about fifteen hundred 
years. 

3. The .system of laws, moral, civil and 
ceremonial, which God enacted for the gov- 
ernment of this people, and which he ordain- 
ed, principally for the sake of prefiguring the 
coming dispensation. 

5* 
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4. Various events in their history, dis- 
courses of their inspired teachers, prayers 
and hyrans of pious men, predictions of fu- 
ture events, and, specially, full and minute 
prophecies of the coming Messiah, and of the 
nature, the glory, and the benefits of his reign. 
With these last, the Old Testament is tinged 
throughout ; and with these anticipations, large 
portions of it are entirely occupied. The 
teaching of the Old Testament shows, that 
no system of law, even under the most favor- 
able circumstances, is adequate to the moral 
reformation of man. 

The design of the New Testament is, to 
make known the law of God with greatet 
clearness than it was formerly revealed ; and, 
specially, to teach men the way of salvation, 
by the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

In pursuance of this design it contains, 

1. A narrative of the life and death, resur- 
rection and ascension, of Jesus of Nazareth ; 
a Being, in whom the divine and human na- 
tures were mysteriously united ; who appeared 
on earth to teach us whatever was necessary 
to be known of our duties to God ; and, by his 
obedience and sufferings, death, resurrection, 
ascension and' mediation, to provide for us a 
way of pardon and salvation. 
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2, A brief narrative of the progress of the 
Christian religion, for several years, after the 
ascension of Jesus of Nazareth. 

3. The epistolary instructions, which his 
Apostles, by divine inspiration, gave to the 
men of their own time. 

This whole volume, thus taken together, 
presents us with all the knowledge we could 
desire, respecting our duties to God, our fa- 
tuie destiny, and the way of pardon and ac- 
ceptance with our Father in heaven. And, 
hence, we believe the Old and New Testa- 
ments to contain all that God has ever reveal- 
ed, or will reveal to us, respecting his will. 
What is contained here, and nothing else, is 
therefore, binding upon the conscience. Every 
thing else is the word of man. 
I We see then, the means which God has 
given, for the purpose of enabling us to know 
our duty to Him and to each other. 

1. He has given us conscience, by which 
we become sensible of our duty, and by which 
we are admonished to act in accordance 
with it. 

2. He has so constructed all the system of 
things around us, that we enjoy happiness 
whenever we do his will, and suffer pain, when- 
ever we violate it. Hence, if we will only ob- 
serve the effects of an action upon ourselves, 
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and upon others, we may thus learn howl 
wishes us to act. 

3. When, by our own wickedness, our coi 
science became imperfect, and when we cea 
ed to learn our duty by the light of nature, h 
gave to man a written law, in which he cleari 
communicated by language, his will concemin 
us. 

4. When this was found entirely insuj£ciei 
to restrain men from vice, or to restore thei 
to virtue, in the fulness of time, God sent fi>rt 
his Son, to teach us our duty, to make a 
atonement for our sins, and to offer pardon ao 
eternal life to every one who will repent ar 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

If such be the fact, it is manifest, that i 
accountability increases, with every additic 
portion of moral light. And, if he be ine? 
sable, who disobeys the will of God under 
circumstances, how solemn must be the 
demnation of those, who, under the clear 
of the gospel, and in despite of the m< 
provisions of the new dbpensation, pu 
course of thoughtless disobedience to Gc 
live for this world, instead of living for a 

Now, young persons frequently s 
that all this is intended for others, but 
them. But it is not so. Does not 
science of every young person admor 
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ed and badly educated young persons speak of 
these, their best earthly friends. Have you 
not observed that such young persons are com- 
monly ill-bred, vicious and disagreeable associ- 
ates. 

2. But suppose that our parents were also 
the wisest, and most virtuous, and most benev- 
olent persons that we had ever known. Our 
obligations to them would be certainly increas- 
ed. In addition to our love of them because 
they were our parents, we should love them for 
thdr virtues. What would we think of a child 
who, though blessed with such parents, show- 
ed by his conduct that he cared nothing for 
tbem, never took their advice, nor associated 
with them any more than he could help, but 
WtB always seeking his companions among the 
most idle, vicious and disgusting persons in the 
neighborhood. 

S. But suppose, once more, that such a 
child was very sickly, or was blind and deaf, 
and, that all these excellent virtues of his pa- 
rents, had uniformly been employed for his 
good. Suppose, that for several years, when 
he was so sick as to be very near to death, his 
mother had watched by his bed-side, reUeved 
Us pain, and saved him from the grave. Sup- 
pose that his father had carried him about in 
6 
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his arms, ^whenever he was able to go abioad^ 
and when he was unable, had always provided 
him with companions, and every thing to make 
him happy at home. And suppose, moreover, 
that such a parent, being rich, had built a 
splendid and beautiful house, precisely adapted 
to render this helpless, child happy. What 
should we think of such a child, if, even in his 
blindness, he wished to escape from his parents, 
to go where they had forbidden him, and con- 
tinually to injure himself and others, in spite of 
all their care. What should we think of him, 
if he never manifested any gratitude for all this 
kindness, and, habitually, not only grieved 
these parents, but showed, by all his conduct, 
that he loved the vilest persons better than 
them. Every one must acknowledge, that such 
a child, was not only very Jfoolish, but very 
wicked. 

And, on the contrary, suppose a child under 
these circumstances, to cherish proper feelings 
towards his parents ; every one must see how 
he would conduct towards them. Inasmuch 
as they were his parents, he would honor, res- 
pect and obey them. As they were the most 
wise and virtuous persons he knew, he would 
take their advice and counsel in preference U 
those of any one else, and would prefer thei 
society to any other. As they had take^ 
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OF Tfie DUflES OF MAN TO GOD AKH TO 

HIS FELLOW MAN. 

In the preceding pages we have endeavored 
to illustrate the hature of man's moral consti- 
tation, and to show the sources from which his 
in<»ral light is derived. We shall now attempt 
a brief exposition of human duty, so far as it 
can be learned, either from natural religion, or 
from Divine revelation. 

The Scriptures teach us, that the whole of 
human duty may be summed up in the single 
word Love. " Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart ; " and, " Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself." 

Hence the duties of man are comprehended 
under two general divisions : 

1. Love to God, or piety. 

2. Love to man, or morality. 
Of these we shall now proceed to treat. 
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butes of God, and ask, if we ought so constant- 
ly to think of him, how ought we to think of 
him. He is infinitely wise, faithful, just, holy 
and merciful. If we are bound, by our mwal 
nature, to love and reverence these attributes, 
every where on earth ; if we are specially 
bound to reverence them in our parents, how 
much more are we bound to love and reverence 
them in our Father who is in heaven, and who 
possesses them in a degree as far beyond any 
thing that exists on earth, as the Creator is su- 
perior to any one of his creatures. 

3. And still further : all these attribjites of 
the Creator have, from the beginning, been ex- 
erted for our happiness. We are as ignorant 
of the future as a blind man can be of the ob- 
jects around him ; and yet, God has provided 
every thing for us. We are as liable every 
moment to death, as a person in the most dan- 
gerous illness ; and yet, God has kept us alive 
to the present hour. We have no power to 
create any thing around us ; and yet, God has 
created this goodly world, and provided it for 
our special happiness. We are shortly to die ; 
and he has provided for those that love him, a 
world of happiness, vastly more glorious and 
excellent than any thing that we can conceive 
of. When we were all sinners, and exposed 
to his just displeasure, he so loved the world, 
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that h& sent bis well beloved Son, tbat whoso^ 
ever belie veth on Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life. Now, surely all this de- 
serves our love and gratitude. And, if our 
love and gratitude should be in proportion to 
the character of the benefactor, and to that of 
the benefits conferred, then, surely, we should 
love our Father in heaven, infinitely better than 
any thing else ; in other words, we should love 
him with all our heart ; that is, supremely. 

And suppose. Thirdly, that we really cher- 
ished those feelings of reverence, and love, and 
gratitude to God, which he deserves, how is it 
proper that we should discover them ? 

Manifestly, since every thing around us is 
the work of God, and is designed to keep him 
constantly in our recollection, every thing should 
put us in mind of him. 

1. If we thus thought of him, his attributes 
would perpetually fill us with wonder, admira- 
tion and love. As all this is done for m*, every 
favor from his hand, would excite us to gratitude 
and adoration. Nor is this all. As all that is 
adorable in the Deity, is infinitely superior to 
any exhibition of goodness that we see on 
earth, and, as he is infinitely more nearly rela- 
ted to us, than any created beings are, not 
only would these feelings be constant, but they 
would also be infinitelv more intense, than 
6* 
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those which we cherish to any and to all beings 
beside. 

2. And again, suppose all this to be the 
case, it is manifest, that such a state of feeling 
would have a powerful effect upon our conduct 
Loving thus, a just and merciful and holy being, 
we should love to act jusdj, and mercifiiUv, 
and holily. And loving him thus intensely 
and gratefully, we should desire, above all 
things, that he should love us ; for this is the 
very nature of every affection. Hence we 
should in every thing strive to act in such a 
manner, as we knew would please him. 
Hence, we should strive, most of all, to know 
and do his will. And if we had these senti- 
ments towards him, we should never prefer 
any thing to him. To all the allurements of 
pleasure, or interest or passion, it would always 
be more than a sufficient answer, how can I 
do this great wickedness, and sin against Crod^ 

3. And hence, as our supreme desire would 
be to please God, we should employ our intel- 
lect in nothing so readily, cheerfully, and 
spontaneously, as in learning his will, both as 
it is made known to us in his works, and in 
the Bible. We should delight to observe his 
dealings with men and with nations, that we 
might learn the rules by which he governs us. 
And we should specially study, with intense 
interest, his written word, that we might know 
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his wilt concerning us here, as well as what he 
has prepared for us hereafter. And having 
once known this will, the first and strongest 
impulse of our hearts would be, to obey it ; no 
matter what, or how many, or how strong im- 
pulses, might exist to the contrary. 

4. And, again, if such were the case, as 
every thing which God has made, teaches his 
attributes, and so of course, is intended to lead 
our thoughts to him, the strongest incitement to 
knowledge would be, that thus we might know 
more of the works and character of him, who 
made us, and made all things. And yet more, 
as this would be our strongest incitement to 
improve in knowledge, this would be the natu- 
ral end, to which all our knowledge would tend. 
The colors of the rainbow, the odor of the rose, 
the sublimity of the storm, the thunder of the 
cataract, would as directly and instantly awaken 
the emotion of religion, as they do the emotion 
of beauty or of sublimity. Thus should we 
have the perpetual and delightful conscious- 
ness of the fact, that, in God we live and 
move and have our being. 

5. And, again, as God has condescended to 
reveal himself more intimately in his written 
word ; as there, he has communicated to us 
more glorious knowledge of his character, and 
has been pleased to converse with us in our 
own language, and bas, moreover, given us a 
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divine example of the manner in which be 
would have us live, and has informed us, that 
he is pleased to have us converse with him by 
prayer, and meditation, and commune with him 
by the utterance of all the feelings of a devout 
spirit ; it is manifest, that, with a proper and 
filial temper, these would be among the choicest 
of our privileges, and they would be as natural 
to us as the intercourse of intimate friends witk 
each other, or as that of children with beloved 
and endeared parents. 

That such are the proper feelings, which t 
creature, such as man, should cherish towards 
such a Creator as God, is, I think, too evident 
to need argument. I will not, in this place, 
go into a consideration of the question, how 
far we see these feelings exemplified in the 
character and actions of men. I presume it 
will be at once admitted, that the world pre- 
sents but little evidence of the universality of 
such moral dispositions. All ages and nations 
have united in the conviction that man is a 
sinner, and, that his moral feelings towards 
God, are very difierent from those, which he 
is under the highest obligations to render to 
such a Creator. 

Suppose this to be the case, it is proper to 
inquire, lastly, what are the dispositions, suita- 
ble for us to exercise towards God, after we 
have become sinners against him. 
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L. h is manifest, that, although we hjave 
inged, God has not changed. His attributes 
i the same, and are as lovely, and his con- 
st towards us has been as just and as good, 
they were before. We are then under pre- 
ely the same obligations, as before, to love 
1 obey him, and to strive after the same 
iral perfection, as if we had never traos- 
issed. 

2. K God has been thus unchangeably just 
1 hcij and good, our sin against him must 
ire been inexcusably wrong. This, then, it 
!omes us to acknowledge, and to justify hun, 
well as condemn ourselves. We ought, in 
cere sorrow for all our past offences, to break 
' fiom every thing that has displeased him, 
1 devote ourselves, as was our duty at the 
Tinning, to a life of sincere and filial and 
iversal obedience. This is what the Bible 
»ns by repentance. 

3. And still more, if there be a way of par- 
3 jMTOvided by dur Father in heaven, a way 
which alone he will receive us to favor, after 

have sinned against him, it becomes us to 
^k, most earnestly and honestly, to know 
lat that way is, and submit to the wise and 
trciful conditions, which he has prescribed 
' our salvation. If we neglect this, we are 
ilty, not only of our past sins against God, 
t also of continuing in our present state of 
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sin, notwithstanding our Creator has provided 
a means of deliverance from it, and a way of 
pardon, full, free and upon the most reasonable 
and merciful conditions, that we can possibly 
conceive of. Of the wickedness of such a 
course of conduct, the Bible always speaks in 
the most decided terms. '^ If I had not come 
and spoken to them, they had not had sin, but 
now they have no cloak for their sin." " This 
is the condemnation, that light has come into 
the world, and men have loved darkness rather 
than light because their deeds were evil." 

From what has been said, it will be evideDt 
that our relations to God impose upon us. the 
following obligations : 

1. To love lum supremely, that is, better 
than all things else, and to love nothing ia such 
a manner, or in such a degree as shall interfere 
with our love to him. 

2. To obey him in all things implicitly, 
though in opposition to our own desires, pas- 
sions and wills ; and though' all the other be- 
ings in the universe were opposed to us. 

3. To cherish, habitually,* a contrite and pen- 
itent disposition, on account of our innumerabte 
past and present offences. 

4. To accept of the mercy which he has 
provided, on the terms which he has prescribed 
Or, in general, to live a pbus, penitent a 
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iligious life. On the contrary, our obligations 
) God forbid : 

1. Idolatry^ or loving any thing else in com- 
3tition with him, or in such a manner as to 
iterfere with our love to him. 

2. Yielding to any desire of our own, or of 
ly other being, when at variance with his 
immandments. 

3. Living in impenitence in general, or neg- 
cting to repent oi any sin against him. 

4. Liiving in neglect of his appointed way 
' salvation. 

Or, in general, our obligations to him forbid 
life of thoughtlessness, sensuality, profanity, 
religion, by what name soever it may be 
illed, or under what disguises soever it may 
3 concealed. 

And lastly, as every action which we per- 
rm, must be, in soifae manner, eitheir accor- 
ng to the will of God or contrary to it, our 
ities to man become also duties to God. That 
to say, whatever we are under obligations to 
^ribrm, from our relations to man, we are also 
ider obligations to perform from our relations 
• God, because God requires it of us. Hence 
e see, that a difference exists between our 
jties to God simplyy and our duties t6 man, 
hidi are also duties to God, The first are 
ot capable of being enforced by human law. 
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The others may be so enforced, and the Yioh- 
tion of them justly punished. They are bow- 
ever punished by man, not because of their 
being displeasing to God, but because th^ 
violate the obligations, under which man b 
placed to his fellow. 



Questions. 

1. Do you ever feel, as much, your obliga- 
tions to love and serve God, as you do, your 
obligations to love and obey your parents ? 

2. How would a wicked and disobedteot 
child, act towards kind and good parents ? 

3. How would a good and obedient child act, 
towards good and kind parents ? 

4. Which is most truly our parent, Gt)d, or 
our father and mother ? 

5. Which is kindest and wisest and best to 
us, God, or our earthly parents ? 

6. Which are we under the greatest obligBr 
tions to love, God or our parents ? 

7. How do we act towards Grod ; as aflec- 
tionate and obedient children, or as uligrateftl 
and disobedient children ? 

8. Mention some of the reasons for whic' 
we ought to love and obey God ? 

9. How would a person act, who really iov^ 
and served God ? 
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. If we really love God, what !»hdtild be 

esire in all we do ? 

. Does our being sinners, excuse us from 

^ligations to love and obey God i 

. If we are sinners, and are under the 

obligations to love hira as before, are We 

so under some other obligatiob ? What 

Under what obligations are we plttt^ed, 
e fact that God has giveti us h(s Sbh to 
r us ? 

Suppose we do not repent of our sins, 
lelieve in Christ, shall we be any better 
lan we should have been, if there had 
no Saviour appointed ? 

Shall we on this account be any toone 

Why? 

What does the Bible represent to be the 
difference, in guilt, between the heathen 
lose who have heard the gospel ? 

Mention, in order, the duties which we 
oGod? 

What is idolatry ? 

Can a person be an idolater who does 
orship an image, or a picture ? 

When we want to do any thing very 
, is this a sufficient reason for doing it ? 
? What ought to control our desires ? 
. Can we love God, if we thoughtlesslyi 
7 
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and without regret, sin against bim. Hovr 
should we feel when we have sinned against 
him? 

S2. Can we love God, if we lie, disobey our 
parents, use bad words, or take his name in 
vain? 

23. Give an example of some act which is 
merely a duty to God, and another which is 
a duty to man, and is also required by God ? 

24. Has man any right to enforce those 
duties, which are simple duties to God ? 



CHAPTER II. 

OF PRATER. 

Section I. 
The nature of Prayer. 

As devout affections towards God, are of 
the iitmost importance to the formation of vir- 
tuous character, God has been pleased to ap- 
point special means for the purpose of assisting 
us to cultivate them. These are, prayer and 
the observance of the sabbath. In the present 
chapter we shall treat o( prayer. 

We shall consider, 1, the nature; 2d. the 
obligation ; 3d. the utility of prayer. 

Prayer is the direct intercourse of our spirits 
with the spiritual and unseen Creator. '^ God 
is a spirit, and those that worship him must 
worship him in spirit and in truth." 

Just as a dutiful and affectionate child unbo- 
soms all his cares and sorrows and wants, and 
confesses all his errors, in the presence of wise 
and virtuous and beloved parents; so, every 
one of us is invited to draw near, and commune 
with our Father in Heaven, by prayer and 
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supplication. It is the expression of our ado 
ration, the acknowledgment of our obligations 
the offering up of our thanksgivings, the con 
fession of our sins, the avowal of our resolution 
of amendment, the supplication for the &vors 
as well temporal as spiritual, which we need 
being always accorlipanied Whh a suitable tern 
per of mind. 

This temper of mind supposes a solemi 
conviction of the character and attributes o 
God, knd of the relations which he sustains t 
us, — a consciousness of the* relations which w 
sustain, and of the obligations which we ar 
under, to him, — an affecting view of our sinful 
ness, helplessness, and misery ,-«-siDeere grati 
tude for all the favors which we have receiver 
from him ; a fixed and unqualified resolution ti 
keep all his commandments, — unreserved sub 
mission to his will, — ^unshaken confidence in hi 
veracity, — importunate desires that our prayer 
for spiritual blessings should be granted ; — ani 
a soul at peace with all mankind. It is no 
asserted that all these dispositions are always U 
be in exercise, at the same time, but only suci 
of them, as belong to the nature of our suppli 
cations; and that we should be conscious o: 
nothing at variance with any of them. It ii 
prayer offered in this spirit, which God ha 
promised to answer. 
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Prayer is commonly divided into private, 
domestic and social. 

1. Private prayer. As, in private prayer, our 
object is, to hold personal and direct communion 
with God, we are commanded, on such occa- 
sions, to enter into our closet, and shut the 
door, and pray to our Father in secret. The 
expression of our wants should be solemn, but 
unreserved and j3articular. As, moreover, this 
communion with God is intended to be the great 
means for resisting the constant pressure of 
things seen and temporal, it should be frequent, 
and habitual. Thus says David, evening and 
morning and at noon, will I call upon thee. 

2. Domestic prayer. As the relations of 
husband and wife, parent and child, brother and 
sister are the most intimate and endearing of 
any which we sustain on earth ; and as, in con- 
sequence of these relations, almost all the joys 
and sorrows which we sustain individually, are 
shared in common with those who are thus 
connected with us, it is peculiarly proper, that 
we should,* together, spread our wants and ne- 
cessities and thanksgivings before God. The 
moral effect of this institution upon both parents 
and children, is also such as to render it obliga- 
tory upon every thoughtful parent. 

3. Social prayer. As members of the same 
community we are continually receiving social 

7* 
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blessings from our Creator. It is proper that 
as societies, we should acknowledge theoL 
Religion is, in part, a social principle. It 
tends to unite men together by the effi>it to do 
good to each other. It is therefore cultivated 
by meeting together as religious societies. So 
important is this to the improvement (^ the 
moral cultivation of a community, that, no 
where, has any successful eflbrt been made fi)r 
the improvement of man, without it. Surely 
nothing more need be said of the importance 
of social worship. 



Questions. 

1. For what reasons does God require us to 
pray ? 

2. Tell what prayer is, in your own lan- 
guage. 

3. What is there, in our ordinary intercourse 
with others, which resembles prayer ? ^ 

4. What do you mean by the relation which 
God sustains to us, and the relation which we 
sustain to him ? 

5. What do you mean by an affecting view 
of our sinfulness ? 

6. What favors do we receive from God? 
Mention some of them. 



7. What do you mean, by unshaken confi- 
dence in God's veracity ? 

8. What do you mean, by submission to the 
will of God ? 

9. What do you mean, by a soul at peace 
with all mankind ? 

10. Where are we told, that unless we for* 
rive men their trespasses, neither will our Father 
m heaven forgive our trespasses ? 

11. Suppose that when we pray, we feel 
angry or revengeful against any one, will God 
answer our prayers ? 

12. Explain, in your own language, how we 
ought to feel when we pray to God. 

13. How ought young persons to behave^ 
when their parents pray in the family ? 

14. Ought all parents to pray with their 
children 7 



SECTION II. 

Of the duty of Prayer* 

This is evident from the relations in which 
we stand to God. 

1. We are utterly powerless, absolutely ig- 
norant of the future, and essentially dependent 
upon God for our very existence, and, of course, 
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for every blessing which accompanies existence. 
What can be more proper, than that we daily 
supplicate our Father in heaven for the bless- 
ings which we every moment need ; and, that 
we humbly and thankfully acknowledge the 
favors, which, we, without any claim on our 
part, every moment receive. 

2. But, specially, is this the case, when we 
remember that we are sinners, that we have 
forfeited all claim to the favor, and deserve the 
displeasure of God ; that we need his pardon 
for our daily offences, and the purifying influ- 
ences of his spirit to cleanse us from our sinful 
dispositions, and prepare us for a holy and hap- 
py immortality. 

3. This habit of reliance upon God, is ne- 
cessary to our happiness in the present state. 

4. The tempers of mind which prayer sup- 
poses, are essential to our progress in virtue. 

The duty of prayer is also abundantly taught 
in the Scriptures. 

1. It is frequently expressly commanded. 
This is evident from such passages as these : 
"Pray without ceasing." "In every thing 
giving thanks, for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus concerning you." " In all things, 
by prayer and supplication, let your request 
be made known unto God." " I exhort tha 
prayers and supplications, intercessions and giv 
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\mg of thanks be made for all men ; for this is 

£m1 and acceptable in the sight of God our 
viour.'^ Our blessed Saviour spake a para- 
ble to this end, ^' that men ought always to pray 
and never to faint." 

2. God declares in the Scriptures, that this 
is the condition, on which he will bestow favors 
upon men. ^' If any n^n lack wisdom, let him 
ask of God, who giveth to all men liberally 
and upbraideth not, and it shall be given him." 
" The effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much." ^^ Ask, and it shall be^. 
given you, seek and ye shall find, knock and it 
shall be opened. Or what man is there of you, 
who, if his son ask bread, will give him a stone, 
or if he ask a fish, will give him a serpent. If 
ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
to your children, how much more, shall your 
heavenly Father give^ood gifts to them that 
ask him." 

3. The Scriptures declare that the habit of 
prayer, dbtinguishes the righteous from the 
wicked. " The wicked say, what is the Al- 
mighty that we should serve him, or what profit 
shall we have if we call upon him." "The 
wicked through the pride of his countenance 
will not seek after God. God is not in all his 
thoughts." On the contrary those whom God 
approves, are frequendy designated as " those 
that call upon," and " those that seek him." 
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4. The Bible abounds with examples 
special answers to prayer under every varic 
of circumstances. Witness the prayer of Abi 
ham for Sodom ; — ^the prayer of the Israelii 
when under bondage in Egypt ; — ^the prayer 
Moses for the Israelites in the wilderness ; — t 
prayer of Elijah for drought and for rain ; — ^t 
prayer of Nehemiah for the restoration of t 
Jews ; — the prayer of Daniel for the same o 
ject, and for divine illumination respecting t! 
purposes of God. What God has thus encoi 
aged, is not merely a duty, it is a mostMnes 
mable and unspeakable privilege. In a wox 
what can be so rich a privilege, as the oppc 
tunfty afforded to blind, sinful, helpless man, 
go with all his wants, and cares, and sorrows 
an in6nitely wise, benevolent and compassion 
Creator ; with the assurance that he that c< 
eth shall in no wise be cast out ; that what* 
he suitably asks for, he shall, if it be best 
him, receive ; and, that God will even re 
such an one for the very act of thus comii 
him. 



Questions. 
1. Ikplain, in your own language, w 
ought to pray to God, on account of our 
tion as creatures 1 
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2. Explain^ in your own language, why we 
ought to pray to God on account of our condi- 
tion as sinners 7 

3. Of what value are the tempers of mind 
which prayer requires ? 

4. What would be the difference, between a 
man, who had these tempers of mind, and one 
who had them not ? 

5. What is the parable, by which our Saviour 
taught men always to pray and not to faint ? 
Can you repeat it ? 

6. What encouragements do the Scriptures 
ofier toprayer ? 

7. Why does prayer distinguish a good from 
a bad man ? 

8. What encouragement to pray, do we re- 
ceive from the prayer of Abraham ? 

9. What does God say to Moses, respecting 
he prayer of the children of Israel in Egypt ? 

10. What does the Apostle James say re- 
tecting the prayer of Elias ? 

11. Where is the prayer of Nehemiah for 
3 restoration of the Jews ; and how was this 
lyer answered ? 

12. How was the prayer of Daniel for divine 
mination, answered? 

3. Did Daniel do right in praying to God, 
in the law of the king forbade him ? 

4. What are we to learn from this ? 
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15. Would you not lose a great deal, i 
were never to ask your parents for any 
and never thank them for any thing ? 

16. Must not people lose a great deal 
who never ask God for any thing, and 
thank him for any thing 7 



Section III. 

The utility of Prayer. 

After what has been already said, but 
need be added on this subject. We shal 
remark, that the utility of prayer may be 

1. From the tempers of mind, which, 
have before said, it supposes. Every on 
acknowledge, that, whatever produce 
tempers of mind, must be of the great 
to a moral and accountable creature. 

2. God has made it the condition, o 
alone, we can expect the blessings w 
need. Not that we never receive ai 
that we do not pray for, but, that God 
to bestow them on no other condition ; 
he declares, that he will bestow favoj 
who pray, which he will not bestow 
who do not pray. 

And that he should do this, is ; 
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f^asonable. A parent may bestow necessary 
bod, and clothings and care, upon all his cbil- 
Jren , but, surely he would be a veiy unjust and 
imwise parent, if he did not make a difference 
in his treatment of his children, according to 
their character ; that is, if he did not, by his 
conduct, show approbation of the obedient and 
thankful, and disapprobation of the disobedient 
uid unthankful. 

That, however, a man shall receive all, and 
at the very time, and in the very manner, io 
which he asks for it, is not asserted. It is as- 
serted, that he, who asks in a proper temper, 
committing all his affairs in pious submission to 
an allwise, compassionate and faithful God, is 
assured, that God will take the charge of them, 
and direct them for the best good of the sup- 
pliant. No reasonable and pious person could 
ask for any thing more. The answer to our 
prayers, for particular temporal blessings, is 
therefore, to be expected only contingently ; 
that is, if it be for our best good. But as sptr^ 
itual blessings, that is, our own moral improve- 
ment, are undoubtedly for our best good, he 
who asks for these, will assuredly be answered, 
in his own personal progress in virtue. 

Sb^ce the relations of all men to God are 
essentially the same, all, equally, stand in need 
rf prayer, and will all equally perish if lliey 
8 
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live prayerlessly. It is the duty, therefore, of 
all men, of young and old, of wise and unwise, 
to pray. Neither pressure of other duties^ nor 
weight of responsibility, forms any excuse for 
the neglect of it. For, the more numerous and 
important our duties, the more solemn will be 
our account ; and the more imperative is oar 
need of divine assistance. Nor is youth any 
excuse for this neglect, unless our ignorance 
and weakness and helplessness, be a reason 
why we should not apply for assistance, to that 
Being, in whom, by the necessity of his nature, 
reside the exhaustless treasures of infinite wis- 
dom, and everlasting strength. 



Questions. 

1. Will you not wish, when you come to 
die, that you had cultivated such dispositions as 
are required of us when we pray ? 

2. Have you any reason to hope that your 
sins will be forgiven, and that you will he pre- 
pared for heaven, if you do not pray ? Why ? 

3. Is it not right, that God should bestow 
favors upon those that pray, which he would 
not bestow upon those who do not pray ? 

4. When God promises that he will answer 
prayer, does he mean that he will always give 
us all that we ask for? 
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5. What does he mean ? 

6. What blessings does he promise, without 
reserve, that he will give us if we ask for them ? 

7. Do young persons stand in need of prayer, 
as much as those that are older ? 

8. Is our businessy any excuse for not devo- 
ting time to pray to God ? Why ? 

9. Are our studies any excuse for this neg- 
lect? 

10. Is our play any excuse for it? 

11. Is it any excuse for this neglect, that we 
do not want to pray ? 

12. Can we form any estimate of our char- 
acter, from our habits in this respect"^ 

13. Suppose we pray, without any of the 
proper tempers of mind, will it do us apy good ? 

14. Is there any man who ought not to pray ? 



CHAPTER III. 

THE OBSEEVANCE Or THE SABBATH. 

Although the sabbath is a positive institu- 
tion, and the proof of its obligation is to be 
sought for in the Scriptures, yet there are evi- 
dent indications, that a portion of our time is 
necessary for rest from labor. Animals and 
men, who enjoy one day in seven as a period 
of rest, will endure hardship better, and will ac- 
complish more labor in a year, than those who 
are worked, every day, without intermission. 

We shall, in this chapter, consider the instruc- 
tions of the Scriptures on this subject ; first, 
as to the institution of the day, and second^ as 
to the manner in which it is to be observed. 

Section I. 

Of the institution of the Sabbaths 

The first reference to this institution is found 
in Gen. ii. 1 — 3. " Thus the heavens and 
the earth were finished, and all the hosts of 
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them. And on the seventh day, God ended 
his works which he had made, and he rested on 
the seventh day from all his works which he 
had made. And God blessed the seventh day, 
and sanctified it ; because that in it he had 
rested from all his works which God created 
and made." 

Now concerning this passage we remark : 
1. It is an institution of God. God blessed 
it. 

. 2. As it was given to our first parents^ it 
was given to the whole human mce. 

3. God hUssed it, that is, made it a day of 
peculiar blessing to man. He sanctified it, 
that is, set it apart from a common to a sacred 
use. 

4. The nature of the ordinance is general. 
God sanctified it, that is, the day. The act 
has reference to no particular people, but to the 
day itself 

5. The object, for which the day is set 
apart, is general. If it be rest, all men need 
it. If it be moral cultivation, or the use of 
the day for religious purposes ; they all equally 
require such a service. 

There are indications that such a day was 
observed, before the giving of the law. 

1, Gen. iv. 3. Cain and Abel brought in 
process of time, or "at the end," or " cutting 
8* 
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off of days," an offering unto the Lord. Tiie 
term cutting off, or section of days, seems nat- 
urally to refer to the sabbath, or close of the 
week. 

2. Noah seems to have observed the division 
of time into weeks. This is evident from the 
periods which he suffered to elapse between 
the sending out of the dove. Gen. viii. 10 — 
12. He also entered into the ark seven days 
before the flood came. Gen. vii. 4 — 10. 

The next mention of the sabbath, is made 
shortly after the departure of the Israelites out 
of Egypt. Ex. xvi. 22—23. "And it 
came to pass, that on the sixth day they gath- 
ered twice as much bread, two omers for one 
man, and all the rulers of the congregation 
came and told Moses. And he said unto them, 
this is that which the Lord hath said, tomor- 
row is the rest of the holy sabbath unto the 
Lord." 

Concerning this passage I remark : 

1. That as it occurs before the giving of 
the law, the obligatoriness of the sabbath is re- 
cognized irrespective of the law. 

2. Moses speaks of the sabbath as an institu- 
tion of which they ought to have known ; and, 
on which, they might have expected the occurs 
rence which took place. He reproves them as 
erring in despite of knowledge, although he 
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had before, in this connection given no direc- 
tions respecting the sabbath. 

The division of time into seven days is 
moreover very common among all ancient 
nations. This seems to indicate that they all 
received this institution from the same source, 
although the religious observance of it had 
been gradually neglected. 

From these facts, 1 think we may conclude, 
that the sabbath was originally given to the 
whole human race, and that it was observed 
by the Hebrews, previously to the giving of 
the law ; and, that, in early ages, this obser- 
vance was probably universal. 



OF THE MOSAIC SABBATH* 

The precept for the observance of the sab* 
bath, at the giving of the law,b in these words. 
" Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
Six days shalt thou labor and do all thy work, 
but the seventh, is the sabbath of the Lord thy 
God ; in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, 
nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy man 
servant, nor thy maid servant, nor thy cattle, 
nor thy stranger that is within thy gates, for, 
in six days, the Lord made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the 
seventh day. Wherefore the Lord blessed the 
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seventh day, and hallowed it." Ex* 
In addition to the observance of this, as a i 
of rest, it was also appointed as a day for 
ligious services. Lev. xxiii. 3. " The s 
enth day is a sabbath of rest, a holy convc 
tion." The sabbath was thus observed by 
Jews, in the days of the Apostles. " I 
ses, of old time, hath, in every city, those t 
preach him ; being read ki the Synagog 
every sabbath day." Acts xv. 21. 

Now, inasmuch as, 1st, this precept belo 
to the law of the ten commandments, of wh 
all the others are considered universally obli 
tory ; 2d, as the reasons given are the sc 
as those for its original institution ; and, 3d 
we find it frequently referred to in the Prop 
as one of the moral laws of God, we cone 
that it is of unchangeable obligation. 



OF THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH. 

If the command to observe the sabb 
universally obligatory, the only question 
remains to be considered is, why Christif 
serve the first day of the week instead 
seventh. 

The reason for this is found in the e: 
of inspired Apostles, and of the early Ct 

!• That early Christians, with the 
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( tbe Apostles, were accustomed to meet 
tatedly to worship God and to celebrate the 
jord's Supper is evident from 1. Cor. xi. 20^ 
:iv. 23 — 40. And that these meetings were 
n the first day of the week, is evident, from 
. Cor. xvi. 1 — 2. Acts xx. 6 — 11. At the 
ime of the writing of the Revelations, this day 
tad already obtained that name, by which it 
7BS ever afterwards distinguished. " I was in 
be Spirit on the LortTs dayJ^ 

From thb period, the notices of this day are 

bundant, in all the Christian fathers. They 

llude to the keeping of the first day, as the 

ay of our Lord's resurrection. So universal 

as their practice of observing it, as a day of 

ligious worship, that it was thus spoken of by 

3 Roman magistrates ; and was one common 

'.ans of convicting them of Christianity. 

Now, the example of inspired men, b suffi- 

It to prove that the keeping of this day is 

?ptable to God. Nay, as it was kept by 

Apostles and primitive Christians, to the 

usion of the other, it seems to ]ay us under 

oral obligation to follow their example. 

ially, would this be the case, when, by 

ng the first day, in preference to the sev- 

we can so much better attain the end for 

the institution was established. 
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Questions. 

1. What do you mean by saying that th< 
sabbath is a positive institution ? 

2. Repeat the passage, in which the institO' 
tion of the sabbath is first recorded. 

3. Why do we suppose, that it was given U 
the whole human race ? 

4. What is meant by sanctifying the sab 
bath? 

5. What reasons have we, for supposing 
that the sabbath was observed before the tim< 
of Moses ? 

6. What do we learn, from the mannery i 
which the sabbath is first mentioned in the wil 
demess ? 

7. Repeat the commandment in the law, ii 
which the keeping of the sabbath is enjoined. 

8. How was the sabbath kept among tb 
Jews, besides being observed as a day of rest 

9. What was the example of the inspire 
Apostles, respecting the day to be kept fo 
worship ? 

10. What was the example of the earl] 
Christians, and of Christians since that time ? 

11. If we are at liberty to keep either th( 
seventh or the first day, which day, as Chris 
tians, should we wish to keep ? 
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Section II. 

Of the manner in which the Sabbath is to be 

observed* 

1. The law of the sabbath forbids all labor 
either of body or of mind. " Six days shall 
thou labor and do all thy work. But, the sev^ 
enth, is the sabbath of the Lord thy God, in it 
thou shall not do any work." The only ex- 
ceptions to this rule, are those made by our 
Saviour; works of necessity or of mercy. We 
have no right to labor at our ordinary vocation^ 
whether it employ our physical or intellectual 
faculties, nor to travel on this day. It is set 
apart by Grod, for himself. 
. 2. It forbids the labor of servants and chil- 
dren, in a word, of all those committed to our 
charge. The precept includes our sons and 
daughters, and our servants as well as ourselves. 
They stand in the same relations to God as 
ourselves ; and we have no right to appropriate 
dmt time, which he has already appropriated to 
Umself. And still more, he who is at the head 
of a family, is bound to see that all under his 
charge, refrain from labor, and sanctify the day. 

3. The command of God forbids us to em- 
pby in labor, on that day, brute animals. They 
are as much entitled to its rest as ourselves. 
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4. The command is, to rest. Hence It ts 
much forbids the employment of our time in 
the pursuit of pleasure, as of wealth. It is as 
much a profanation of the sabbath to spend it 
in visiting, journeying, riding, sailmg^ or in any 
form of amusement, as in labor. 

On the contrary, the precept for the observe 
ance of the sabbath enjoins the keeping of the 
day holy, that is, the sanctifying it> or setting it 
apart for a religious purpose. To rest fromla- 
foor is commanded, but this is not all ; we are 
to occupy it in the services of religion. Among 
these are ; — 

1. Reading the Scriptures, meditation and 
prayer in private. 

2. The special instruction in religicm of the 
young, and those committed to our care. Hence 
we are bound to make such arrangements in our 
families, as are consistent with this duty. 

3. Social worship. This, under the Mosaic 
and Christian dispensation, has always formed 
an important part of the duties of this day. 

The sabbatii is one seventh part of time, 
that is, a whole day. Hence, the whole of it 
is to be consecrated to the service of God, To 
employ any part of it in labor or amusement, 
or in trifling or secular conversation, or reading, 
is a violation of the command of God. It does 
not begin and end with the ringing of the beD 
for church, but it indudes the wfade day* 



Again. Jt is set apart for the whole race^ 
that is, for all men. Statesmen and legislators 
are under as great obligations to keep it, as 
private citiZiens ; the rich and powerful as much 
as the poor and dependent. Nor are any so 
insignificant as to be excused from the obliga- 
tion. The child is commanded to keep the 
day holy as much as bis parent, and he sins 
against Ood, as much, by playing, as older 
persons do, by labor, on God's holy day. 

I would impress these remarks particularly 
upon the young. One of the first indications 
that a young person is becoming yicious, is his 
disrespect of the sabbath and his neglect of re- 
ligious worship. The youthful sabbath-breaker 
rarely fails to become a profligate and aban- 
doned man. Let a -young peison therefore, 
under all. circumstances, keep the sabbath day 
holy, and let him strenuously avoid the compa- 
ny of those who are inclined to violate it. 



Questions. 
i. What work nmy we do. on the sabbath 
day? 

9. Suppose we neglect a work of necessity 
cm 'Saturday, may we do it on Sunday ? Why ? 
9. Suppose I employ another to work for me 
on the sabbath, who is in iault, he or J? 
9 
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4. Ought we to spend as much labor in 
cooking on the sabbath as on other days? 
Why? 

5. For what purposes may we use animals, 
on the sabbath day ? 

6. Animals cannot be religious; why then 
should they rest on the sabbath ? 

7. Why should we not amuse ourselves on 
the sabbath ; since amusement is a sort of rest 
and refreshes the mind ? 

8. What is the great purpose for which God 
gave man the sabbath ? 

9. How should the duties of the sabbath be 
divided ? 

10. Ought young persons to keep the sab- 
bath, as well as those who are older ? 

11. Is it right for young persons to play, to 
talk of their sports and to read trifling books, 
or to saunter about the fields on the sabbath ? 
Why? 

12. Why may we not do this when we are 
not in church ; and when our parents do not 
see us ? 

13. Would it be right for legislators to meet, 
and make laws on the sabbath day ? 

14. Suppose one of your companions was in 
the habit of spending his sabbath in amusement, 
what opinion would you form of him, if he had 
had an opportunity to know better? 
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15. Did you ever know a good boy or girl 
who was in the habit of breaking the sabbath ? 

16. Explain how you ought to keep the 
sabbath, beginning at the morning and going on 
through the day. 

Hayino considered the duties of man to 6od^ 
we next proceed to treat of the duties of man 
to his fellow man. These may be considered 
under two heads. 1 . The duties of reciproci- 
ty. 2. The duties of benevolence. Hence 
this portion of the subject will be divided into 
two parts. 






LOVE TO MAN, OR MORALITY. 



CHAPTER L 

THE DUTIES 07 RECIPBOCITr. 

This duty may be illustrated by several con * 
siderations. 

1. When we look upon the gifts of God «► 
men, and to nations, we observe a very striking 
diversity in the means of happiness which he 
has bestowed. One man possesses greater 
strength than another, a second is distinguished 
for personal appearance, a third for taste, a 
fourth for imagination, a fifth for wealth, and 
thus indefinitely. In this respect, therefore, 
men are, in the most striking degree, unequal. 

But in another respect they are all equal, 
God having bestowed these gifts, upon each 
one, severally, as he will; and has given to 
every one, the right to derive from them all the 
happiness in his power, provided, he do not so 
use them, as to interfere with the happiness of 
his neighbor. In this respect, therefore, that b, 
in the right to use for his own happiness, with- 
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out injury to his neighbor, whatever God has 
given to him, all men stand on the ground of 
perfect equality. 

The case may be illustrated by a familiar in- 
stance. Suppose that a wise and indulgent 
parent, having remarked the separate disposi- 
tions of his children, bestows upoathem various 
possessions, according to their individual habits, 
and character. To one he gives houses, to 
another land, to another money, and to another 
education. His intention, manifestly is, that 
each one should derive all the happiness he 
can, from that particular portion which he has 
received. But this diversity of gifts, confers 
on no one, the right of infringing upon the 
possessions, or the means of happiness of his 
brother. And, specially, if the father had 
given to one, more than to another, this ine- 
quality would present no reason, why, he who 
was most favored, should, by oppression and 
extortion make the inequality greater. 

Now the law of reciprocity, teaches us to 
observe this distinction, in all our dealings with 
our fellow men. It enjoins, that, as we all 
claim the right to enjoy, without molestation, 
the means of happiness which God has bestow- 
ed upon us, we leave every one else to enjoy, 
without molestation, the means of happiness 
which God has bestowed upon him. We claim 
9* 
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the right to use our senses, our limbs, our intd- 
lect, our possessions, our reputation, as we wiQ, 
if we do not molest any one else ; and, we are 
bound to leave every one else undisturbed, in 
the exercise of the same right. If we act oth- 
erwise, if, to promote our own happiness, we 
infringe upon the right which Grod has given to 
our neighbor to promote his own happiness, we 
violate the law of reciprocity. 

This duty, in the Scriptures, is enforced by 
the command, ^^ Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself." 

Our Lord, in the parable of the good Sa- 
maritan, teaches us what is meant by the words 
" our neighbor." It is the stranger, the alira, 
the national enemy, that is, every man what- 
ever, under what circumstances soever, be may 
be placed. 

But, what is m^ant, by ^' loving our neighbor 
as ourselves." Let us ask, how do we love 
ourselves. We answer, every one loves to 
enjoy, without molestation, the means of hap- 
piness which God has conferred upon him ; and 
he is painfully conscious of injury, if this right 
be interfered with. In this manner he loves 
himself. Now, in the same manner he is bound 
^e his neighbor. That is, he is bound to 
the same desire, that his neighbor should 
unmolested, the gifts of God's providence, 
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IS he has to enjoy them himself; aiid, to feel 
the same pain, when another man's rights are 
iivaded, as he does when his own are invaded. 
IVith such sentiments, he would be just as un-> 
(billing to violate the rights of another, as to 
suffer a violation of his own rights. He would 
love his neighbor's rights, as he loves hi* own ; 
that is, he would love his neighbor as he loves 
[iimself.4 

The same precept is ' expressed, in other 
places, in another form. All things whatsoev* 
3r ye would that men should do unto you, do 
^e, even so, unto them ; for, this is the law and 
he prophets. Mat. vii. 12. That is to say, 
ivould we wish to know how delicate is the re- 
jpect which we should entertain towards the 
ights of othere ; We may always decide it, by 
isking, how delicate is the respect which we 
^ald desire others to entertain towards our 
'ights. But this precept, I think, goes a single 
rtep farther. It obliges every man, to commence 
5uch a course of conduct, without regard to the 
conduct of others to him. If we complain that 
mother has violated the law of reciprocity to- 
(¥ards us, it commands us, before we urge our 
daim for redress, to act upon the principle of 
reciprocity towards him. Every one must see, 
that, if this command were obeyed, retaliation 
would instantly cease, and that by leaving all 



I 
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the injuries at the door of one party, and plac- 
ing before that party the constant example of 
justice, it would deprive him of the shadow of | 
apology. Thus, the tendency of such conduct 
would be, to banish crime and violence fioD 
the earth. 

From what we have said, it is evident, that 
this precept is of universal application. It 
binds all men, and under all circumstances. It 
applies to the strong and to the weak, the rich 
and the poor, the young and the old. The 
richer the benefits which God has bestowed 
upon us, the greater is the reason why we should 
be satisfied with our lot, and strive to be the 
means of benefitting others. If God has been 
bountiful to us, this, surely, is no reason, why 
we should deprive another, with whom God has 
dealt less liberally, of the slender pittance, 
which has been conferred, upon him. And 
this applies to children, as well as to men. 
The boy, who takes from his play fellow, a 
hoop, or a kite, because he is stronger, or who 
cheats him out of it, because he is older, and 
more sagacious, just as much violates this law, 
as the man who robs a house, or steals a horse. 

And the precept applies to nations as well 
as to individuals ; that is, it is given to man, as 
man, under what circumstances soever, he may 
be placed. Nations are bound to love tlie rights 
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er nations, 93 they^ 16^ ^ir owtf ; fiid, 
[liire of otheis nothing more, tbtui they 
ly exemplify in dieir own conduct to 
It is a much greater wrong, for nations 
iress, to lie, and to cheat, than tot ihdi- 
s to do the same wickedness, because it 
{ injury, and corrupts the moral sentiments 
3n, to a much wider extent. And, for 
erong, both rulers and' people will be held 
rable at the bar of God. 
d, lastly. Inasmuch as we aire all the 
res of God, and are all equally under'his 
tion, he who violates the law of reeipro^ 
not only does wrong to* man, but sins 
t God. We are bound to do justice to 
$ighbor, not only because he is our neigh- 
ut also, because he is a creature of God ; 
3cause God has commanded us to do it. 
t of injustice, therefore, whether in young 
IS or old, in individuals or nations, is a 
r offence, inasmuch as it is a violation of 
ligations to our Maker, and he will assur- 
equite it, either in this world or in the next. 



Questions. 
Give examples, from cases which you 
, of the difference in the gifts of God, to 
3nt persons. 
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3. Does this difierence give to one, a i^ 
to interfere with the gifts, which God has I 
stowed upon another? Illustrate this* G 
examples. 

3. Illustrate this by such exanaples as the 
Suppose one man had a larger farm than i 
other, or was stronger than another, or c 
hoy had a larger kite than another. 

4. Who is our Father, and who gives us 
things, as he pleases ? What conclusion shot 
we draw from this ? 

5. Illustrate, in your own language, wi 
you mean by the law of reciprocity. She 
by examples, how you would act if you obej 
it, and how you would act if you disobeyed 

6. Repeat, in your own language, the pa 
ble of the good Samaritan. 

7. When we consider the question to wh 
the parable was an answer, and the comms 
of Christ at the close, what do we supp< 
that Christ meant to teach us by it ? 

8. Give an example of lovmg your neigh] 
as yourself. 

9. Dlustrate, by example, what you und 
stand by the precept, as ye would that n: 
should do unto you, do ye even so unto the 

10. Suppose another person has treated y 
unkindly, how ought you to treat him, wh 
you ask him to make reparation ? 
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11. Tou feel that it is wrong for another 
person to treat you ill ; what does this feeling 
leach yoa, in respect to your treatment to him ? 

12. If God has given you greater strength, 
or wealth, or knowledge than another person, 
what right does this give you over that other 
person? 

13. What obligation does it impose upon you 
towards him? 

14. We are much stronger and wiser than 
the Indian tribes on our frontiers. Does this 
give us any right to interfere with the means of 
happiness which God has given to them ? Why? 

15. Suppose we violate the duty of recipro- 
city, 18 this a sin against God ? Why ? Ex- 
{dain this in your own language. 



\ 



CHAPTER II. 

or PERSONAL LIBERTY^ AND THE MODES J$ 
WHICH IT MAT BE VIOLATED. 






I have said, that every man has an ^M 
right to use whatever means of happiness uod 
has bestowed upon him, in such a manner a 
he pleases, provided he do not so use it, as to 
molest his neighbor. Among these gifis WB 
our limbs and faculties, our intellect, and our 
conscience. That is, we all have a right ilo 
use the various powers of our bodies, .^ 
minds and our conscience, in such manner as 
we please, provided, we do not interfere with 
the right which every other man has, to use 
his means of happiness in the same manner. 
Every man has a right so to use his eyes, his 
hands, and his feet, as will promote his own 
happiness, if he will leave others unmolested. 
Every one has a right to study what he please, 
and to make known what he believes to be 
truth, to those who are willing to hear it ; and 
to worship God in such manner as he believes 
will be acceptable to him, provided, only, he 



P£BSOKAL LIBERTY. 109 

does this, without interfering with the rights of 
bis neighbor. 

The only apparent exceptions to this, are, 
such as spring fjrom the relation of parent and 
child. 

1. A parent is under obligation to support a 
childy and is responsible for his actions. He 
must therefore have a right to control his ac- 
tkms. He is responsible to God for the intel- 
lectual and moral education of the child, and 
therefore he has a right to direct what his 
child shall read, and what religious instructioa 
be shall receive. 

3. A parent has a right to the services of 
bis child, until he becomes of age, and is able 
to provide for himself. This right, he may, 
as in the case of apprenticeship, transfer to an- 
other. But as his own right is limited by age, 
he can transfer it, for no longer time, than he 
could enforce it himself. Thb right of the 
parent over the child, however, ceases when 
the child becomes of age ; and after that, the 
parties stand, so far as natural right is concern- 
ed, upon the same level with other men. 

The right of personal liberty may be viola- 
ted. 1. By the individual; and 2. By soci 
Bty. 

10 
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Section I. 

The violation of Personal Liberty by the ih 

dimdiud. 

The most common form of this ^dation, is, 
in the case oi domestic slavery. 

Domestic slavery proceeds upon the belie( 
that A, by the payment of money to B, may 
obtain a right to use the physical and intellec- 
tual, and control the moral powers of C, as he 
pleases. It supposes that one man, has no 
right to use his limbs, his intellect, and bis 
other powers, for the promotion of his own 
happiness; but only in such manner as will 
promote the happiness of another. And it 
supposes the master to have this right, not 
over a single individual only, but over as many 
as he can obtain by purchase. 

It is manifest that slavery involves the right 
over the intellect and conscience, for, if it 
exist, it must involve every thing necessary to 
its existence and perpetuity. And that such 
control is supposed necessary, is evident from 
the fact, that in all cases of apprehended in- 
surrection, the master has always assumed it, 
and has claimed the right to do so. 

The precepts of the Gospel seem equallyi 
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Trith those of natural religion, at variance with 
the existence of slavery. • 

Tae precept of the Christian religion is, 
thcu ihalt love thy neighbor as thyself. The 
meaning of this precept, we have before 
shown. Now this must be absolutely prohibi- 
tory of slavery, unless it can be shown, that 
he who is a slave, is not my neighbor. Every 
one must admit, that, were this precept univer- 
sally obeyed, slavery could not exist, for a 
moment, in fact, though it might exist, for a 
while, in form. 

Again. Every one sees, that slavery of 
white men is at variance with the precepts of 
religion. We all thus* judge, respecting the 
slavery formerly existing m the Barbary States. 
But does difference of color make any change 
in moral right, and moral obligation ? 

If it be said that the Old Testament recog- 
nized slavery, we answer, this was an era of 
comparative moral darkness, to which, under 
the clearer light of the Go«;pel, we peed not 
go for illumination. It also allowed of divorce, 
which the New Testament forbids. 

If it be said, that the New Testament does 
not forbid it, we answer, the first precept of the 
New Testament is such, that, if obeyed, slavery 
could not exist. It is unjust to say that it does 
not forbid it, because it does not take that par- 



112 PEBSONAL LIBERTY. 

ticular mode of extirpating it which we might 
select. 

While, however, such is the law of Nature 
and Revelation, it is proper that we should 
declare what seems to be the duty of masteis 
and of slaves, supposing this relation to hafe 
become established. 

1. It is the duty of the master to recogmze 
the right of the slave, to all the blessingi 
which God has given him, equally with him- 
self. Hence, if the slave be able to take care 
of himself, the master will either immediately 
manumit him, or by allowing him such wages 
as are just, enable him, in process of time, to 
liberate himself. 

Which of these two modes would be equita- 
ble, must be decided by a consideration of the 
circumstances of each individual case. 

If the slave be not able to take care of him- 
self, then it will be the duty of the master to 
elevate his character, and improve his under- 
standing, so that he shall become so. As sood 
as this is accomplished, the duty of the mas- 
ter is the same as in the preceding case. 

On the other hand, the duty of the slave is 
submission, and obedience, in all cases in 
which this obedience is not at variance with 
the command of God. The fact, that the 
master exercises an unlawful authority, in no 



q,ui!;sTioNS. 113 

manner gives to the slave the liberty of retali- 
ation. And slaves are commanded to do thb 
on the ground, that this meekness and forbear- 
ance, and submission under injury, is well 
pleasing unto God, who will render unto every 
inan according to his deeds. 

And yet more. It is our duty to make 
known to all men, who are willing to hear us, 
what we consider to be their duty to God ; 
Iraving done this, our responsibility, in respect 
to their actions, ceases. If they will not listen 
to us, the responsibility of their conduct rests 
with themselves. We are not, however, at 
liberty to use offensive language respecting 
them, or to excite men to war and bloodshed. 
The principles of the Gospel always teach us 
to do good to one party, by doing good to 
both. And if we attempt to do good in any 
other way, I think we cannot plead for our 
practice the sanction of the Gospel. 



Questions. 

1. Suppose a man should imprison another 
in his house, in what manner would he violate 
the laws of reciprocity ? 

2. Suppose he would not let him gooff from 
his farm, what violation would this be ? 

10* 
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3. How does the institution of slavery tio* 
late the right of personal liberty ? 

4. Could slavery exist, if equal right o?er 
their bodies and minds, were allowed to.aO 
men? 

5. Could slavery exist, if every one unde^ 
stood and loved the rights of his neighbor m 
he does his own ? 

6. Would it be right for us to enslave men 
of our own color ? 

7. Does difference of color make any dif- 
ference of right ? 

8. Suppose slavery was allowed under the 
Old Testament, does this render it lawful ki 
us? Why? 

9. Suppose you were a master, and wen 
convinced that it was contrary to the law of 
God to hold a slave, what ought you to do ? 

10. Suppose the slave was so ignorant, and 
unaccustomed to care, that he could not, if 
free, support himself, what ought you then to 
do? 

11. Suppose you thus held him for his own 
good, and for the purpose of fulfilling the law 
of reciprocity, would you be guilty of the 
wrong of slavery ? Why ? 

12. Suppose you were a slave, what would 
be your duty to your master and to God ? 

13. Suppose slavery to be wrong, does 
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dris give us any right to use abusive language 
towards those who hold slaves ? Why ? 

14. Suppose slavery to be wrong, does this 
Hirers any right to use ainy language, or do 
my thing else, which would tend to excite 
outers and slaves to animosity against each 
ither? 



Section II. 
ViolaHon of Personal Liherty by Society. 

By a society is meant a number of individ- 
ils, associated together, and agreeing to be 
jfemed by certain laws. Thus, a family is 
ciety, governed by the laws enacted by the 
uents. Thus, men form societies, am(H)g 
lemselves, such as philosophical or benevo- 
nt societies, for the purpose of accomplishing 
jrtain objects. Thus, nations are also socie- 
3S, composed of individuals, united under 
^rtain laws, for the purpose of accomplishing 
ther objects. 

I have before stated, that God has commit- 
jd to every individual such means of happi- 
ess as he has pleased, and has given to all 
aen an equal right, to employ those means as 
bey choose, provided they do not employ them 
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to the molestation of their neighbors. . So 1od( 
as they employ them innocently, therefore 
they are not responsible to any one ; and, il 
any one interfere with the innocent employ 
ment of them, it is tyranny or oppression. 

But it is evident, that a society may thit 
interfere, as well as an individual. Thus, i 
whole family, as well as any one member, ma; 
turn against a single individual, and agree t 
oppress him. So, also, a nation, which is : 
larger society, may agree together to injure 
single individual, or several individuals; ths 
is, they may make laws, which shall interfer 
with the innocent pursuit of his or their happ: 
ness, and thus be guilty of oppression. 

When men unite together in a nation, the 
appoint certain persons to make and to execut 
laws, who are called the government of thi 
nation. These persons are Legislators, an 
the assembly, when convened, is called Pariii 
ment. Congress, or a Legislature, and tha 
who execute the laws, are called Judges, & 
Hence, oppression is generally executed I 
governments, though in fact, it can never I 
executed, but with the consent of the peopl 
Sometimes, however, the people are guilty ( 
oppression, even in opposition to the gover 
ment ; this is the case when mobs assemble 
injure and molest individuals ; and it is one < 
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ost odious and detestable forms of op- 
m and tyranny. 

Societies interfere with the personal lib- 
f -individuals in several cases. 
When an individual is innprisoned without 
, or reasonable suspicion of crime. 
Whenever, although he may be possibly 
of crime, he is punished without a fair 
npartial trial. Until a crime is proved, 
is against a man nothing but suspicion, 
if it be -allowed to punish men on suspi- 
ibe innocent are as likely to suffer as the 
, that is, there is an end of justice. 
When a man is forbidden to go where he 
Sy and employ himself as he pleases, 
led he do it to the injury of no one. 
s the case, when a man is forbidden to 
a country, or to set up his trade in a 
jlar district. All these violations of lib- 
ccur, in many of the nations of Europe 
^ia. ^^ 

Society may interfere with the intel^ 
I liberty of man. 

When a man is forbidden to study any 
that he chooses. Thus, in many Catho- 
intries, a man is forbidden to study the 
, and many other religious books. 
When a man is forbidden to publish his 
ins on any subject, not interfering with 
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the rights of others. This was the case 
Galileo was forbidden by the church of 
to publish his opinions respecting Astrc 
and when men are, by the same authori 
bidden to circulate the Scriptures and n 
books. 

When, however, men publish works 
tend to excite the wicked passions of ra 
lead them to violence, or when they ' 
what will injure the reputation of their 
bors, it is the duty of society to interfe 
punish the guilty. This, however, is c 
be done, after a fair and impartial trial, to 
a man, in this case, as in any other, i 
entitled. 

III. Society may interfere with tl: 
gi(ms liberty of the individual. As the < 
tion of his moral nature is one means c 
piness, every man is at liberty to culti^ 
in any manner that he chooses, without 
to his neighbor. Society violates this ri 

1. When the exercise of any mode < 
shipping God, which does not molesi 
men, is forbidden. 

2. When any mode of worship is con 
ed^ because that which is thus comn 
may seem to those on whom it is impose 
trary to their obligations to God. 

3. By inflicting punishments on ir 
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fe»riving them of any of their rights, because 
y profess one religion in preference to an- 
hher. 

^' 4. By any method, in which religious men 
■re deprived of any facilities for the prosecu- 
Koa of their happiness in this way, which are 

Ented to other men, for prosecuting it in any 
er way^ If the whole subject of religion 
h a matter between a man and his God, socie- 
ty has no right to interfere with it, unless a 
man so perform what he considers to be his 
duties to God, as to interfere with his duties to 
tnan. And, in this case, the interference is not 
on the ground that the thing in question is a 
good or bad religion, but on the ground that 
there is a violation of the rights of man. 

Religious liberty is violated in those Catholic 
and Mahomedan countries, where only a par- 
ticular form of religion is allowed ; and also in 
those Protestant countries, where a/ particular 
form is established by law ; and the professors 
of every other are deprived, for this cause, 
of many of their just rights. 



Questions. 
1. Suppose you wished to form a society, 
how would you do it ? 
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2. Suppose one hundred men were cast 
away on a desolate island, and wished to fonn 
a government, how would they proceed ? 

3. What general principles should they a< 
dopt as the foundation of all their laws ? 

4. Can people, as well as governments, be 
guilty of oppression ? Give an example. 

5. In some countries, kings, when displeased 
with any of their people, have ordered them 
to be imprisoned for life. Was this right? 
Why? 

6. Suppose a man was suspected of murder, 
but there was no proof against him, would it 
be right to imprison him or punish him ? Why? 

7. In some countries, men are forbidden to 
go to any other country, though they might 
gready benefit their condition by so doing. Is 
this right ? Why ? 

8. Why should not governments direct what 
books the people shall read ? 

9. Peter and John were beaten by the Jews, 
for declaring that Jesus was the Messiah. 
Why was this wrong ? 

10. Suppose a man should publish a book 
persuading all men to rob and murder their 
neighbors. Ought this to be allowed? JVhy? 

11. Suppose there should be a number of 
Mahomedans in the United States ; would it 
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be right to let them build a mosque, and pub- 
lish the Koran, and celebrate their false wor- 
ship? 

12. Ought not all men to worship God? 
Ought we not then to oblige them to worship 
God ? If our way of worship is right, ought 
we not to make them worship him in our way ? 

13. In some countries men are deprived of 
the right of holding offices, unless they wor- 
ship God in one way. Is this right ? Why ? 

14. Legislatures have sometimes attempted 
to forbid men from giving away property to 
religious objects. Is this right ? Why ? 

15. Is it right to banish men for their reli- 
gious opinions ? Why ? 

11 



CHAPTER III. 

OF PKOPERTY. 

Section I. 
Nature and origin of the Right ofPrope 

The right of property, is the right to 
something as I choose, provided I do noi 
use it as to interfere with the rights of 
neighbor. Thus, if a man own a horse, he 
a right to use it in his own labor, as he \ 
and no one, except in case of excessive crue 
has a right to interfere. But a man has 
right to use his horse to eat up his neighb 
oats ; and it would be no excuse for his c 
duct, for him to plead, that the horse was 
own, and he had a right to use him as 
pleased. 

We proceed to consider the modes 
which the right of property may be acquii 

These are either direct or indirect. 

First. Direct. 

1. By the immediate gift of God. 

When God has given me a desire for 
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object, and has placed the object before me, 
and there is no rational creature to contest my 
claim, I may take it, and use it as I will, sub- 
ject only to the limitation of my obligations to 
him, and to my fellow creatures. On this 
principle, is founded my right to enter upon 
wild and unappropriated lands, to hunt wild 
game, to pluck wild fruit, to take fish, in rivers, 
or in the ocean, or any thing of this sort. 

2. By the labor of my own hands. 

If I own a piece of land, and by the labor 
of my hands, raise an ear of corn, that ear of 
com is mine, as much as the labor by which it 
was produced. If, however, another own the 
£irm, and I labor upon it, I am entitled only to 
the portion which has been agreed upon be- 
tween us. He is entitled to his share for the 
use of the farm, and I to my share, as the re- 
ward of my labor. This is the nature of wages. 

Second. Indirect. 

1. By exchange. 

If I own any thing, I have the right inno- 
cently to use it as I will ; and, pf course, if I 
see fit, to part with it for something else. As 
my neighbor has the same right, we may mu- 
tually exchange the ownership of particular ar- 
ticles with each other. When such an ex- 
change is made by the respective owners, prop- 
erty is held rightfully. 
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2. By gift. 

As I may rightfully part with, and another 
rightfully receive, my property for an equiva- 
lent rendered ; so, I may, if I choose, part with 
it, without an equivalent ; that is, in obedi^ice 
to my feelings of benevolence, affection or grat- 
itude. This also confers a valid title to prop- 
erty. 

3. By will. 

As I have the right to dispose of my prop- 
erty during my lifertime, and may exchange or 
give it' away as I see 6t, previous to my de- 
cease ; so, I may give it to another, on condi- 
tion, that he shall not enter upcxi possession 
until after my death. 

4. By inheritance. 

As men frequently die mtestate, that is, 
without having made a will ; society presumes 
upon the manner in which they would wish 
their property to be disposed of. Thus, it is 
supposed, that a husband and a parent would 
wish his property to be distributed among his 
wife and children ; or, if a man have neither 
wife nor children, among his nearest relations. 
On such principles, therefore, the laws respect- 
ing inheritance are formed. This also gives a 
valid right to property. 

5. By possession. 

If a man hold property without any valid 
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title, yet, if no one can show any better title, 
we are bound to leave him unmolested. This 
b evident ; for he who takes it away, with 
no better title, would be liable to be immediate- 
ly dispossessed by another, and, thus, conten- 
tions would arise without end, and continue 
forever, all without any beneficial result. 

To sum up what has been said in a few words. 
The right of property may be originally ac- 
quired, either by the gift of God, or by the 
labor of our hands. It may be mbsequently 
acquired, either by exchange, by gift, by will, 
or by inheritance under law. But, in all cases 
of transfer of ownership, the consent of the 
original ovmer, either expressed or interpreted 
by society, is necessary to render the transfer 
morally right. And lastly, although the indi- 
vidual may not have acquired a valid title to 
property ; yet mere possession is a sufficient 
bar to molestation, unless some claimant can 
prefer a better title. 



Questions. 

1. By what right would you kill and eat a 
deer in a forest, or a buffalo on a prairie ? 

2. By what right would you take possession 
of, and cultivate, an island which you dbcov- 
ered? 

11* 
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3. By what right do you hold, as your prop* 
erty, the cattle which you have reared ? 

4. Explain the right of property acquired 
by exchange, and give an example. 

5. Why should men have a right to direct 
what shall be done with their property after 
they are dead ? 

6. Suppose a man has gained possession of 
a house, to which he has no right, but, of 
which I do not know who is the real owner; 
have I any right to turn him out ? Why ? 

7. Enumerate, and give examples of the 
various modes by which property may be 
rightfully acquired. 

,8. Enumerate the articles which you pos- 
sess, and explain the right by which you bold 
them. 



Section II. 

Of the modes in which the Right of Pr(^ify 

may be violated. 

The right of property, as we have said, is 
the right to use something as we will, provided 
we do not use it to the molestation of our 
neighbor. This right is exclusive. Provided 
a man uses his property within these limits, no 
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one whatever, has a right to interfere with him. 
And the right also covers all his possessions. 
No one has any more right to take a part, 
though ever so small, than to take the whole. 
It is just as much a violation of the right of 
property, toxtake an apple, as to take a horse ; 
to take what belongs to the public, as that 
which belongs to the individual. 

Again, we have said that no transfer of prop- 
erty is valid, without the voluntary consent of 
the owner. And this consent is not available 
of right, if it be influenced by motives, present- 
ed toroTigfully, by the receiver. If I threaten 
a man with death, if he does not give me mon- 
ey, he may choose to give me the money rather 
than be shot ; but this does not render the 
transfer just. If I make a false representation 
to a man, and thus influence him, the injustice 
is the same. In the one case it is robbery, in 
the other case it is swindling. And, thus, in 
general, every transfer of property is morally 
wrong, when the consent of the owner is ob- 
tained, by means of a vicious act, on the part 
of him who receives it. 

Hence, the right of property may be violated. 

1. By taking property without knowledge of 
the owner, or theft. It does not vary the na- 
ture of the transaction, to say, that the owner 
"does not care about it," or that " he will never 
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miss it," or " would have no objection." The 
simple question is, has he consented to the 
transfer ? If he have not, the action is theft. 

2. By taking the property of another by 
consent violently obtained, or robbery. 

Here, we wickedly obtain power over a man's 
person, and then offer him the choice of death 
or injury, or the surrender of his property. As 
this is an aggravated violation of right, and also 
always endangers life, it is punished with the 
utmost severity, being, in most countries made 
a capital offence. 

3. By consent fraudulently obtained, or 
cheating. 

This may be of two kinds. 1. When no 
equivalent is offered, as, when a beggar obtains 
money on false pretences. 

2. Where the equivalent offered is different 
from what it purports to be ; or when consent is 
obtained by a fraudulent act on the part of him 
who obtains it. 

As this case includes by far the greatest 
number of violations of the law of property, 
and, as it is that from which most of the others 
proceed, it will be treated of, at considerable 
length. 

We shall divide the subject into three parts. 

1. When the equivalent is material, and the 
transfer perpetual. 
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^' 2. When the equivalent is material^ and the 
iptnsfer is for a limited time. ' 

3. When the equivalent is immaterial. 



Questions. 
t 1. If you own any thing, how much of it do 
you own? 

. 2. If you own any thing, how much of it 
2Day any one take without your consent ? 

3. How much may you take from another 
.person, without his consent ? 

4. Suppose there was a pile of wood belong- 
ing to the town ; would there be any difference 
between taking some of it, and taking wood 
from an individual ? 

5. Suppose I oblige a man to give me money 
by a threat ; what is the nature of the crime ? 

6. Suppose I obtain money from another, by 
telling a lie ; what crimes do I commit ? 

7. Suppose you were passing by an orchard, 
and took some apples ; would it be any excuse 
.to say that the owner would never know it ? 
Who would know it ? 

8. Have you any objection, to another per- 
son's taking from you what is yours ? 

9. Have you any right to say, that another 
person will have no objection to your taking 
what is his ? 
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10. Suppose an older brother should take, by 
force, an apple from a younger brother ; what 
would this act be ? 

1 1 . Suppose one boy should run away with 
another boy's kite, what would this be ? 

12. Suppose a girl should take a needle from 
the needle-case of another, without the other's 
knowing it ; what would this be ? 

13. Suppose a man should beg money for 
medicine for his family, saying they were sick 
when they were not ; what would this be ? 

14. Suppose you sold a knife for a good 
one, which you knew would break the first 
time it was used, what would this be ? 



Section III. 

The Law of Property, when the equivalent u 
material, and the transfer perpetual^ or tht 
Law of Buyer and Seller. 

The nature of the law, in this case, may be 
seen, from considering the relative situation of 
the parties to each other. He who wants a 
pound of tea, or a yard of calico, could not go 
to China for the one, nor to the manufacturer 
for the other. It is therefore for his interest 
to pay a person, to keep these things on hand 
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for him, that he may buy them whenever, and 
m what quantities soever, he may want. This, 
the merchant undertakes to do for him ; and, 
therefore, he acquaints himself with the qualities 
of the goods, and employs his time and money, 
in buying them and keeping them for sale. This 
is a mutual advantage to both parties. The 
merchant is bound to exert his best skill and 
talent for the good of the customer, and the 
customer is bound to allow him a fair remuner- 
ation for his time, skill and expenses. 

Hence, 1. The merchant is under obligation 
to furnish goods of the same quality, as that 
ordinarily furnished, at the same prices. He is 
paid for his skill in purchasing, and, if he do not 
possess that skill, the fault is his own, and he 
ought to suffer the consequences. 

If he have purchased a bad article, and has 
been deceived, he has no right to sell it at the 
market price, on the ground that he gave as 
much for it, as he would have done, if it had 
been good. If he had purchased an article 
very cheap, he would have been entitled to the 
benefit of his skill ; and if his skill be deficient 
he must abide the consequences, by seUing, not 
according to what it cost, but according to what 
it is worth. 

The only exception to this rule is, where it 
is known that the purchaser buys at his own 
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risk ; as when a horse is sold at auction^ 
nothing is said ahout it. It is then understood^! 
that every one examines and decides for hmn 
self, and bids accordingly. 

2. The merchant is not only bound to seB, 
but is at liberty to sell, at the market price. 
That he is bound to sell thus, is evident boat 
the fact, that he endeavors to persuade eveiy 
one that he does so. That he is at liberty to 
do this, is evident from the fact) that if bis 
goods fall in price on his hands, he must sell 
at the same price as others, or else no one 
will purchase of him. If then, he must suffer, 
in case of a fall of price, he may charge pn>- 
portionably, with a rise of price. If I hafe 
given five dollars a barrel, for flour, and flour 
falls to four dollars, I must sell for four. If it 
rise to seven, I may charge seven, without re- 
gard to what it cost me. 

3. The seller, however, has no right to in- 
fluence the judgment of the buyer, by any 
motives, aside from those derived from the real 
value of the article in question. 

He has no right to appeal to the fears, or 
hopes, or avarice of the buyer. He has no 
right to spread false reports, concerning the 
plenty or scarcity of the article in question; 
nor to purchase it in large quantities, for the 
sake 01 creating an artificial scarcity. He has 
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loo right to take advantage of the youth, inex- 
Fperieace or vanity of the buyer; and stimulate 
him to make large purchases, or at great prices,^ 
or to practice the arts which are frequently 
resorted to, by those who are commonly called 
good salesmen. 

4- These remarks apply, with just the same 
fiwce to the buyer. Both parties are under 
equal and corresponding obligations. The buy- 
er is bound to allow to the seller a fair remu- 
neration for his labor, time, interest and risk. 
He is also forbidden to attempt to influence the 
miod of the seller, by false information, or by 
any of those artifices, by which men frequently 
underrate the value of what they wish to pur- 
chase. "'Tis naught, 'tis naught, saith the 
buyer, but when he goeth his way, then he 
boasteth." 

It is vain to reply to these remarks, that, if 
men acted thus, their families could not be 
supported. It is better to be poor, than to 
act dishonestly, and disobey God. Besides, 
is it not evident, that two parties, acting on 
these principles, would, both, succeed better, 
than by endeavoring to cheat each other. And, 
again, if a man attempt to cheat me, that is a 
reason why I should not traffic with him; it is 
no reason why I should try to cheat him. 

t5. A bargain is concluded, when the parties 
12 
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have signi6ed to each other, their will to make 
the transfer. Henceforth, all the risk of loss 
and the chance of gain, are mutually transfer- 
red; although the articles themselves have 
never been removed^ Hence, if an article 
become injured after the sale, and before the 
delivery, the purchaser bears the loss, unless 
the delivery were one of the conditions of sale ; 
and then, all loss, previous to actual delivery, 
is borne by the seller. If I buy ^ load of cofd 
on the wharf, and the wharf be washed away, 
the loss is mine. If I buy a load of coal and 
pay for the delivery at my house, and the cart 
break down, and the coal be lost, the loss falls 
upon the seller. 

6. The buyer is bound to inform the seller 
of any uncommon rise in the value of his goods. 
If he buys without so doing, it is fraud. If the 
property of my neighbor rise in value, by the 
providence of God, while it is in his possession, 
the advantage as Justly belongs to him, as the 
property itself. 1 have no more right to de- 
prive him of the one, than of the other. 

These principles are, it is to be feared, too 
commonly lost sight of, in the transaction of 
business. They are violated when men sell 
goods of a different character from that which 
the name of the goods imports ; as when wines 
are weakened and adulterated ; when ordinary 
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Weight or measure is curtailed ; or when a dif- 
ferent fabric from that ordinarily understood hj 
the name, is substituted, as when cotton and 
linen is sold for linen cloth. It is in vain to 
palliate these wrongs, by telling of their uni- 
versality, as though universal wickedness, could 
lender vice, virtue. The law of God is, " thou 
shalt not covet," and it matters not, who, or 
how many, disobey it, God will judge every 
man according to his works; 



Questions. 

1. Suppose you were to open a store, what 
is justly expected of you ? 

2. What good does a merchant do in a com- 
munity ? Explain in your own language. 

3. What do you give for marbles ? What 
would they cost, if you had to go to Holland 
for them ? 

4. What do you give for needles ? What 
would they cost, if you had to go to England 
for them ? 

5. Suppose you had purchased a piece of 
cloth and found it was damaged, have you any 
right to sell it for good cloth ? Why ? 

6. Suppose you have purchased it at an 
auction for damaged, and it proves to be good ; 
are you obliged to sell it for damaged ? Why ? 
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7. Suppose a man comes into your store to 
buy, and does not know any thing about the 
price of goods; may you ask him whatever 
you please? Why? 

8. Suppose a man came to your store to 
buy, would you have a right to induce him to 
believe the article was very scarce, to make 
him buy more, when such was not the case ? 

9. Suppose I write to a merchant to send 
me a load of com from Richmond, and the 
vessel is cast away, who bears the loss ? Sup- 
pose he offers to deliver it for such a price, 
and I pay it, who bears it then ? Why is this? 

10. Suppose I hear of the declaratioi^ of 
war, and know that flour is worth twice its 
previous value ; have I a right to buy of one 
who has not heard the news, at the former 
price ? 

11. Would men grow rich, faster or slower, 
if they all obeyed the rules of strict justice ? 



Section IV. 

Of temporary transfers of Property^ or Loam. 

A man frequently wishes for the use of the 
property of another, for a specified time. He 
is then, under an obligation to pay a reasonable 
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price for this temporary possession. The amount 
i^id for the use of money, is called interest 
What is paid for the use of other property, is 
called rent, or hire. 

The principles, by which this remuneration 
is fixed, are the following. The borrower pays, 
1st for the use, and 2d for the risk. 

1. The use. Some property is more useful, 
that is, is capable of yielding a larger profit, 
than other property. One farm will yield a 
larger crop than another. And the same pro- 
perty may be worth more at some times than 
at others. When there are many persons de- 
sirous of hiring farms, the rent of a farm will 
justly be higher, than when many farms are 
unoccupied, and no one wishes to hire. 

2. For the risk. When an owner parts with 
his property, in some cases, it is much more 
certain that he shall receive it back uninjured, 
than in others. The risk in loaning a farm, is 
less than in loaning a ship. The risk of loan- 
ing a house, is less than in loaning a horse. As 
this ri^k is greater or less, the remuneration is 
justly increased or diminished. Hence the 
price of a loan is always to be adjusted m view 
of these two circumstances. 

Loans are of two kinds. 1st, loans of mon- 
ey, and 2d, loans of other property. 

The loan of money. 1 . The lender is bound 
12* 
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to demand no more than a fair remuneration ior 
the use of his capital, and for the risk to which 
it is exposed. 

2. He is hound to make use of no unlawful 
means to influence the decision of the borrower. 
The principles here, are the same as Uiose 
which govern the permanent exchange of pro- 
perty. 

3. The borrower is bound to pay a just 
equivalent; as I have stated above ; and be is 
equally forbidden to use any dishonest motives 
to influence the decision of the lender. 

4. Inasmuch as the risk of the property is 
one part of the consideration, for which the 
owner receives remuneration, the borrower has 
no right to expose the property of another to 
any risk not contemplated in the contract. 

Hence, he has no right to invest it in a more 
hazardous trade, nor has be a right to employ 
it in a more hazardous speculation ; and, if be 
does, he is using it in a manner, for which he 
has paid no equivalent. He is also under obli- 
gation to take all the care to avoid losses,.fWhich 
he would take if the property were his own ; 
and to use the same skill to conduct bis affiiis 
successfully, 

5. He is also bound to repay the loan, exactly, 
according to the terms speciGed in the contract. 
This requires that he pay the full sum promised. 
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and that he pay it precisely at the time promised. 
A failure, in either case, Is a breach of the con- 
tract. 

The question is often asked, whether a debtor 
is morally liberated by an act of insolvency. I 
think not, if he ever afterwards have the means 
of payment. It may be said, this is oppressive 
to debtors; but we ask, is not the contrary 
principle oppressive to creditors ; and are not 
the rights of one party just as valuable, and 
just as much rights as those of the other. 



OF THE LOAN OP OTHER PROPERTY. 

The principles which apply in this case are 
very similar to those which have been already 
stated. 

1. The lender is bound to furnish an article, 
which, so far as he knows, is adapted to the 

Eurposes of the borrower. That is, if the thing 
orrowed has any internal defect, he is bound 
to reveal it. If I loan a horse, to a man who 
wishes to ride forty miles to day, while I know 
that the animal is able to go but thirty, it is a 
fraud. If I let to a man a house, which I 
know to be in the neighborhood of a nuisance ; 
or to be, in part, uninhabitable, from smoky 
chimneys, and do not inform him, it is fraud. 
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The loss in the value of the property is nnn^f 
and I haveoio right to transfer it to another. 

2. So, the lender has a right to charge the 
market price arising from the considerations of ' 
use, risk, and variation in supply and demand. 
This depends upon the same principles as those 
already explained. !^ 

3. The borrower is bound to take the same 
care of the property of another, as he would 
take of his own, to put it to no risk diiSerent 
from that specified or understood in the contract, 
and to pay the price upon the principle stated 
above. Neither party has any right to influ- 
ence the other, by any motives extraneous to 
the simple business of the transfer. 

4. The borrower is bound to return the pro- 
perty loaned, precisely according to the contract. 
This includes time and condition. He must 
return it at the time specified, and in the condi- 
tion in which he received it, ordinary wear and 
tear only excepted. If I hire a bouse for a 
year, and so damage its paper and paint, that, 
before it can be let again, it will cost half the 
price of the rent to put it in repair, it is a gross 
fraud. It is just as immoral as to pay the 
whole, and then pick the owner's pocket of the 
half of what he had received. 

The important question arises here, if a loss 
happen while the property is in the hands of 
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the borrower, on whom shall it fidl. The 
prindple I suppose to be this. 

1. If it happen while the property is subject 
to the use specified in the contract, the owner 
bears it ; because, it is to be supposed that he 
foresaw the risk, and received remuneration for it. 

2. If the loss happen in consequence of any 
use not contemplatea in the contract, then the 
borrower suffers it. If a horse die while I am 
using it carefully, and for the purpose specified, 
the owner suffers. If it die by careless driving, 
I sufier the loss. He is bound to furnish a good 
horse, and I, a competent driver. 

3. The same principle governs, if a ^otn 
arise unexpectedly. If this gain was one wnich 
was contemplated in the contract, it belongs to 
the borrower. If not, he has no equitable 
claim to it. If I hire a farm I am entitled, 
without any additional charge for rent, to all the 
advantages arising from the rise in the price 
of wheat, or from my own skill in agriculture. 
But if a mine of coal be discovered on the 
farm, I have no right to the benefit of working 
it; for I did not hire the farm for this purpose. 

OF INSUBANCE. * 

There is always a liability that property may 
be lost ; as by fire, or by storm and tempest. 
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This liability is called risk. When one obu 
insures for another, he agrees, for a given saiDi 
to bear this risk. Thus, my house is liable to 
take fire. My neighbor says, if you will give 
me twenty dollars a year, I will pay you the 
value of your house if it bums down. Or, if 
I am going to send a ship to China, or any 
where else, I pay a certain sum to the insurer, 
and he agrees to pay me for the ship, if it be 
cast away or lost. This is called insurance. 
When men unite together to insure houses or 
vessels, this is called an insurance company. 
He who insures another's property is called an 
underwriter. 

The rule, in this case, is simple. The in- 
sured is bound, iiilly to reveal to the insurer, 
every circumstance within his knowledge, which 
could in any measure affect the value of the 
risk — that is to say, the property must be, so 
far as he knows, what it purports to be, and the 
risks none other than such as he reveals then). 
If he expose the property to other risks, the 
insurance is void ; and the underwriter, ijf the 
property is lost, refuses to remunerate him ; and 
if it be safe, he returns the premium. If the 
loss occur within the terms of the policy, the 
insurer Is bound fully and faithfully to make 
remuneration, precisely according to the tenns 
of the contract. 
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h.As to the rate of insurance, very littli need 

I said. It varies with every risk, and is made 

n of 90 many conflicting circumstances, that it 

Bst.be agreed upon hy the parties themselves. 



H . QUESTIOZ^S. 

1^ 1. Illustrate in your own language, what you 
PMum by interest. Give an example. 
t^ 2. Show by an example, first, what you mean 
l|3r paying for use, and second, what you mean 
1^ paying for ri^k 1 

i^:. 3. Suppose you had two houses, and you 
Tented one for a dwelling house, and the other 
^ a house to keep gunpowder in ; for which 
,Yould you charge the greatest rent ? Why i 
t- 4. Suppose a man was very much in need 
|6f money ; why might you not charge him twice 
I|0 much as another man, under the same cir- 
cumstances ? 

6. Why might I not raise a report of a dec- 
laration of a foreign war, to raise the interest of 
money, so that I might in a given case get more 
for it? 

6. Suppose I borrow money to build a house, 
at a given rate of interest, the house being the 
l^der's security ; why might I not build a ship 
with it? 

7. Suppose I bonow money of a man, and 
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promise to pay him to-morrow. If I pay him 
on the next day, is this strictly honest ? 

8. If I owe money, and the laws do not oblige 
me to pay it ; am I, or am I not, bound to pay it 
notwithstanding ? 

9. Suppose I loan to a customer a chaise, 
which is likely to break down on his journey, 
is this honest ? Why ? 

10. Suppose I hire a horse, and drive bim 
so carelessly, that he is fairly liable to injuiy ; 
is this honest ? Why ? 

1 1. Are people generally as careful of hired 
property, as they are of their own ? Is this 
honest ? 

12. Suppose I hire a horse to go five mileSi 
and drive him ten, and he is injured, who bean 
the loss ? 

13. Suppose I hire a horse to drive io a 
chaise, and I use him in a plough, and he n 
injured, who bears the loss ? 

14. If I hire a house for a year, and a new 
street is opened, which renders it of twice the 
value, before the close of the year, am I obliged 
to pay more rent ? 

15. Suppose you wanted to have your house 
insured, what would you do ? 

16. Suppose you knew your house was likely 
to be struck with lightnbg, ought you to men- 
tion it when you make application for insurance? 
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17. After it is insured, if you were to be 
tMireless about fire, would this be right ? Why } 



Section V. 

Of exdumges token the Equiixdeni U immate^ 

rial* 

The case to be considered here, is that of 
master and servant. 

One man frequently needs the services of 
anotbier. Sometimes, he needs assistance in 
perfcmning the labors of the &mily ; at others 
he needs workmen to perform the labor of 
his trade, or occupation. Here a given kind of 
lalxHT is to be done, and for this labor, he pro- 
poses to give an equivalent. The exchange 
agreed upon is, a given amount of service, on 
the one hand, and a given amount of money on 
the other. There is dishonesty, if either party, 
either demand an unreasonable equivalent from 
the other, or, if, after the equivalent has been 
igree4 upon, he do not fulfil his engagement. 

1 . The master is bound to allow to the servant 
a fiiir remuneration for his labor. As, however, 
thi3 would vary so much in difierent instances, 
it is-generally agreed upon beforehand, by the 
parties. In this case, as in every other case of 
13 
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barter, both parties are forbidden to take ad^an* 
tfige of the hopes or fears of each other ; or t0 
accomplish the exchange, by means of any in- 
fluence unduly exerted. 

Whatever the master has agreed to pay, be 
is bound to pay, fully and punctually. There 
can be no more aggravated case of injustice, 
than to delay payment to the poor and laborious, 
because they have not the means of enforcing 
payment by law, or by the excitation of public 
opinion. 

Thus saith the Scriptures, "the hire of your 
laborers, who have reaped your fields, that is 
Icept back by fraud, crieth ; and the cry is come 
into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth." 

And, lastly, the master is bound to require 
of the servant no more service than that which 
is, by both parties, understood in the agreement ; 
and is bound to have respect to the bodily health 
and moral wants of those under his charge. It 
is wicked to urge human beings to labor beyood 
their power of physical ability, or to such an 
extent as to deprive them of the means of in- 
tellectual and religious improvement. Yet, it 
is to be remarked, that when such engagements 
are made, they as frequently proceed from the 
avarice of the employed, as of the employer. 
The blame, in this case, is to be shared between 
them. 
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52. On the other hand, the servant is bound 
to perform the service which he agreed to ren- 
der, according to the spirit of the agreement. 
If be employ that time, which he has agreed 
to spend for the benefit of another, in idleness, 
in useless conversation, or in any thing else than 
the duty required, he is guilty of dishonesty, as 
much as if he stole. It is as fraudulent for him 
to receive money for what he has not done, as, 
for the master to keep back the money, which 
the other has fairly earned. 

And, again, as the master employs, not only 
the body, but the mind and intelligence of the 
servant ; the servant is bound to use his best 
discretion to promote the interest of his master. 
If, for the want of this, the property of his 
employer be injured, it is injured in violation 
of the contract, and the servant ought to bear 
the loss* 

Such are the principles, which should regu- 
late the fulfilment of contracts of this sort, so 
far as simple equity is concerned. The benev- 
olence of the gospel, would, however, teach us 
something more. It would teach both parties, 
to refi:ard each other as placed in a situation, in 
which a special opportunity is offered for ren- 
dering good offices, and manifesting kindness. 
This would lead the master to render the con- 
dition of the servant as happy as it was in his 
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power, without regard to the mere articles of 
the agreement ; and the servant to watch over 
the interests committed to his charge, with a 
care, which could not be speci6ed in the terms 
of any contract. Thus, tliere would be on both 
sides, the constant reciprocation of gratuitous 
kindne^ and good will ; hy which, the charac- 
ter of both would be elevated, and the happi- 
ness of both greatly promoted. 

There exists in this country, a very useless 
dislike to the terms of master and servant. 
Every one who hires the services of another, 
is, in so far, a master ; and every one whose 
services are hired, is, in so far, a servant. 
Every one, is, therefore, in various respects, 
both master and servant. Why then sDQuld 
the terms, which designate this relatiM be 
odious. The honor is not in being dtfaer 
master or servant, but in performing the duties 
of either relation well ; and the dishonor be- 
longs to neither, but to the neglect of the duties, 
which the nature of the station imposes. 



Questions. 

1. Why does every man need servants, at 
some time or other ? 

2. What principle should govern both paX' 
ties, in making an agreement ? 
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3. Ought we to be more or to be less careful^ 
in fulfilling our engagements with the poor, than 
with the rich? Why? 

4. Suppose an ennployer engages a man to 
labor for him eighteen hours a day ; and the 
man insists upon being so employed ; who is to 
blame ? 

5. Suppose a workman labors but six hours 
a day ; has he a right to demand as much as if 
he labored ten hours. 

6. Suppose you were employed by the day, 
and were sent on an errand, and you stopped 
i\ the corner of every street to talk over the 
news ; would this be honest ? Why ? 

7. What would your services be worth, if 
frou spient all your time thus? 

S* Suppose you were employed to make a 
table, and by carelessness and negligence, 
spoiled it ; who ought to bear the loss ? 

9. Ought any principles to influence us in 
the relation of master and servant, besides the 
terms of the contract ? 

10. Is there any thing honorable in being 'a 
master, or dishonorable in being a servant ? 

11. For what cause ought we to respect 
men? 

13* 



CHAPTER IV. 

OF CHARACTEB. 

When we are asked what is the character 
of another, we give our opinion of his present 
state, as it regards mind, acquisitions, caj^- 
ties, moral principles, and moral habits. This 
we call the character of the man. We say 
that he has such or such a talent, such or such 
principles, and such or such defects or excel- 
lencies. 

Now, it is manifest, that a good character is 
the most valuable of all our possessions. It is 
the source of all our present bappbess ; and 
the only ground of reasonable hope, for our 
happiness in the future. 

Hence, reason would teach us, that the 
greatest benefit which we could confer upon 
another, would be, to inwove his character; 
that is, to render him better ; and the greatest 
injury, which we could inflict upon him, would 
be, to injure his character, that is, to make him 
worse. 

The law of reciprocity, forbids us, on any 
pretence, or in any manner, to injure the 
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'acter of another, that is, to make him 
je. 

lie most solemn threatenings in the Scrip- 
s' are uttered against those, who shall be 
means of corrupting others. " Whosoever 
I break the least of these commandments, 
shall teach men so, shall be called the least 
le kingdom of heaven-" In the Old Tes- 
3n1, Jeroboam is mentioned as atrociously 
:ed, because **he made Israel to sin,'* 
sre Grod is represented as executing his 
est displeasure upon Babylon, it is because 
" did corrupt the earth with her wicked- 
.*' The woe denounced against the Phar- 
I, in the time of our Lord, is " because ye 
pass sea and land to make one proselyte ; 
when he is made, ye make him tenfold 
3 the child of hell than yourselves." 
i^e may injure the character of others in 
ral ways. 

• By weakening their moral restraints, 
gious principle is the greatest restraint upon 
. He who does any thing to diminish the 
er of religious motives, by speaking lightly 
sligion, by profanity, or sabbath breaking, 
idiculing the Scriptures, or their doctrines, 
y encouraging disobedience to parents, is 
;y of this crime. 
. By exciting the vricked passions of men. 
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He is guilty of this crime, who publbhes or 
circulates wicked books or pictures, or who by 
wicked conversation, fills the mind with wicked 
tiioughts. The same is true of him who teazes 
others, and excites their anger, or provokes 
them to malice and revenge ; for, in this man- 
ner, we render others bad tempered and vicious. 

3. Another mode in which we are guilty of 
this crinie is, by ministering to the wicked ap- 
petites of men. Those are thus guilty, who 
teach others to drink spirituous liquors, or entice 
them to drink, or set drink before them. It is 
melancholy to pass through the streets of a large 
city, and observe how many persons are obtain- 
ing their livelihood, by pampering the appetites 
of the young, and cultivating those habits which 
must lead, in the end, to profligacy and vice. 

We are, then, always to remember^ that no 
words or actions, or conduct or writing, or oc- 
cupation can be innocent, of which the natural 
tendency is, to render others worse, that is, to 
injure their moral character. 



Questions. 

1. Explain, in your own language, what you 
mean by the character of a man 

2. What is the benefit of a good character? 
What the evil of a bad character ? 
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3. What influence can we exert on the char- 
acter of others ? Explain how. 

4. What influence ovght we to exert upon 
the character of others ? Give an example. 

5. Does God hold us accountable for the 
influence which we exert on the character of 
others? 

6. Suppose a boy should persuade another 
to break the sabbath ; of what crimes would he 
be guilty ? 

7. Suppose a boy should teach another to 
speak disrespectfully of his parents ; of what 
crime$ would he be guilty ? 

8. Suppose a boy should teach another to 
swear ; of what crimes would he be guilty ? 

9. Suppose a boy should teaze and plague 
another, so as to make him very angry; of 
what crime would he be guilty ? 

10. Suppose you should make a child drunk, 
to have some fun with him; of what crime 
would you be guilty ? 

11. Suppose you, by example or conversa- 
tion, lead any one to do wrong ; of what crime 
are you guilty ? 

12. How do we know that God will punish 
such conduct most severely ? 

13. If we find that our companions wish to 
persuade us to do wrong ; what ought we to do ? 

14. Who are our worst enemies ? 



CHAPTER V. 

OP REPUTATION. 

We have, in the preceding chapters, spoken 
of character. It is obvious, that character, of 
what sort soever it be, produces, as a nat- 
ural resuh, a certain general opinion respect- 
ing us, among men. Thus, if a man always 
tell the truth, men will form the opinion of 
him, that he will tell the truth ; that is, he 
will have a reputation for veracity. If he be 
always honest, men will have a corresponding 
opinion of him ; that is, he will have a repu- 
tation for integrity, and so of any other case. 

Now this estimation in which a man is held, 
is a very valuable possession. The prospects 
of every man depend upon his reputation. 
Who will employ another who has the repu- 
tation of being a liar and a thief? And 
hence, to injure the reputation of another, b 
to inflict upon him the greatest injustice, and 
to do him the most irreparable harm. We 
have no more right to take away the estima- 
tion in which a man is held, than to take away 
bis money. Nor have we a right to do this, 
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even if he have more estimation than he de-* 
serves. Suppose a man have come by his 
money, dishonestly, this gives us no right to 
pick his pockets, or to interfere M^ith him in 
any way, unless we are authorised by law to 
do so. So, we have no right to diminish the 
reputation of another, even if it be more than 
he deserves, unless there be a definite and just 
cause for so doing. 

The precepts of the Bible on this subject 
are such as these. ^' Judge not, that ye be 
not judged ; for with what measure ye mete, 
it shall be measured to you again." " And 
why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy 
brother's eye, and considerest not the beam 
that is in thine own eye." 

** Let all bitterness and wrath and clamor 
and evil spealciTtg be put away from you." 

" Speak evil of no manJ^ " Speak not evil 
one of another." 

" He that will love life and see good days, 
let him keep his tongue from evil." 

We shall proceed to consider, first, the cases 
in which we are forbidden ; and second, those 
in which we are not forbidden to utter injurious 
truth. I do not consider the cases in which 
we utter injurious falsehood, because here, the 
crime of lying, which will be treated of in 
another place, is added to that of slander. 



156 OJf BXPUTAtlOH. 

1. We are forbidden to give publicity to 
the bad actions of men, without adequate 
cause. We always do this without adequate 
cause, when we tell of the evil deeds of otbeis 
without any cattse^ or, for the sake of gratify-* 
ing idle curiosity, or from love of talking, or 
from envy, or malice, or revenge, 

2. We are forbidden to utter general con- 
clusions respecting the characters of meii| 
founded on particular bad actions, which they 
may be known to have committed. Who 
would wish his whole reputation to be decided 
by a single action ? A single illiberal act, no 
more proves a man to be covetous, than a sin- 
gle charitable act, proves him to be benevo- 
lent. How unjust therefore, to proclaim a 
man destitute of all virtue, on account of one 
failure in virtue. 

3. We are forbidden to judge, that is, to 
assign unnecessarily bad motives, to the actions 
of men. I say wmecessarily bad motives, for, 
some actions are such, that to presume a good 
motive is impossible. Yet even here, it is 
safe, simply to state the fact, when it is neces- 
sary to state it, and leave every one to judge 
of the motive for himself. 

This rule would teach us, first, to presume 
no unworthy motive, where the action is sus- 
ceptible of an innocent one ; and secondlji 
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never to afscribe to an action which we confess 
to be good, any other motive^ than that from 
which it professes to proceed. The reasona-* 
bleness of this is obvious, if we apply it to our 
own case. Is there any other rule, by 
which we would wish our own actions to be 
estimated ? 

4« We are forbidden to lessen the estima-* 
tion in which others are held, by mimicry, 
ridicule, calhng of names, giving opprobrious 
epithets, or any other means by which they 
are brought into contempt. It is no excuse 
to say we do not mean any harm. We know 
that it does harm, and this is enough to render 
us guilty. Both old and young persons wotild 
converse very differently, if they were to re-* 
member the saying of Scripture, by thy words 
thou shalt be justified, and by thy words shah 
thou be condemned j and that for every idle 
word that men speak, they shall give account 
in the day of judgment. It is well said by 
Bishop Wilson, " We should never hear with 
pleasure, and never repeat, such things as may 
dishonor God, hurt our own character, or in-' 
jure our neighbor." 

We come next to speak of the cases in 
which we are not forbidden to speak injurious 
truth of our neighbor. These are, 

1. To promote the ends of public justice* 
14 
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ir 



He who conceals a crime against society, ren« 
ders himself a party to the oflfence. We are 
bound, here, to speak of it to th^ proper civil 
officer, in order that the oflfender may be 
brought to trial and punishment. 

2. To protect the innocent. When we 
know of certain facts in a man's history, 
which, if known to a third person, would pro- 
tect him from important injury, it is our duty 
to put such person on his guard. What w 
required here is, that I assert what I know to 
be the fact, and this only ; and that I do it for 
the purpose specified. 

3. For the good of the offender himself. 
When we know of the evil actions of another, 
and there is some other person, as for instance 
a parent or guardian, who is ignorant of them, 
but, who 'might, by control or advice, be the 
means of reforming the offender ; it is our du- 
ty always to give the necessary information. 
This is the greatest kindness that can be shown 
to both parties, and it is a kindness, for the 
want of which, multitudes of children are 
ruined. There can be no greater act of friend- 
ship, and none for which a parent should be 
more grateful, than for that confidence, which 
would put him in possession of any knowledge 
of this sort, which could be of advantage to his 
child. 
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4. Though we may not be at liberty to 
make public the evil actions of others, we are 
under no obligations to act towards the offen- 
der as though he were innocent. If the pro- 
vidence of Grod- have put this knowledge in 
our possession, we are at liberty to use it, 
e^ch one for himself. We may and ought to 
shun the company of a wicked man, although 
we are the only persons who know of his 
crime. 



Questions. 

1. What is the difference between charac- 
ter and reputation ? Give an example. 

8. Give an example, to show the value of 
a good reputation, and the injury of a bad 
one. 

3. Explain, in your own language, why a 
man's reputation is as much his own, as his 
property. 

4. Why should not two persons sit down 
together, and talk over all the evil they know 
of, respecting their neighbors ? 

5. Suppose I know a man in a single in- 
stance to have been in a passion ; have I 
a right to conclude that he is passionate ? 
Why? 

6. Have I a right to publish that he is a 
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passionate man ? Have I a right to deny falm 
any other good quality^ supposing he be really 
passionate ? 

7. Suppose I know a man to be liberal;' 
have I a right to say that he does it firom os- 
tentation ? 

8. Supposie a man refuses me charity ; have 
I a right to say that he does it fix)m covetous- 
ness ? Why ? 

9. What harm is there in mimicking and 
making sport of others, whether present or 
absent ? 

10. Suppose I know that a man has stolen 
a horse ? have I a right to keep it a secret ? 

11. Suppose I know a man to violate any 
important law of society ; am I obliged to 
keep it a secret ? 

12. If I speak of it at all, to whom am I 
bound to tell it ? 

13. Suppose I know a man to be dishonest, 
and could prove it, and he were about to form 
a copartnership with a friend of mine, whom 
I knew he would cheat, if he could ; what 
would be my duty in such a case ? 

14. Suppose I told the facts to my friend, 
ought I to tell them to everybody ? 

15. What would distinguish such a case 
from slander ? 

16. Suppose I knew a child to swear, or 
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lie, or steal, or use bad language ; would it be 
slauder for me to inform his parents of bis 
conduct, if I supposed they did not know of it ? 
17'. Would it be proper for me to spread it 
about, and tell other persons of it ? 

18. When we make known the evil actions 
of others, what is the motive which must gov- 
ern us, m order to render our conduct inno- 
cent ? 

19. If we know a person to be wicked, 
though we may not talk about it, is there any 
thing else that we are bound to do ? 

14* 



CHAPTER VI. 

OF TSRAcrnr. 

Veracitt consists in telling the truth, with 
the intention to do so. 

Telling the truth, may have respect to some- 
thing which we assert to have been done, or to 
be now doing ; as when we assert that it rained 
yesterday, or that it rains now ; or, it may have 
respect to something which we declare we in- 
tend to do ; as, when we promise that we will 
give a person a dollar to-morrow. 

The intention is always to be taken into view, 
when we speak of the moral guilt or innocence 
of an assertion. If a person honestly means to 
tell the truth, be is innocent of the crime of 
lying, though he may be in error. If he mean 
to deceive, he is guilty, even although what he 
utters, may be, in fact, true. 

Veracity will therefore be considered under 
two heads. 1. Assertions. 2. Promises. 
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Section I. 
Of Assertions, 

The law of veracity requires, in this respect, 
that when we make an assertion respecting any 
fact, we convey to another person precisely the 
idea which exists in our own minds ; in other 
words, fcat we state the fact, just as we beUeve 
it to have existed. 

The Scripture precepts on this subject are 
such as the following : 

Ex. XX. 16. Thou shalt not bear false wit- 
ness against thy neighbor. 

Prov. vi. 16. Lying lips are an abomination 
to the Lord« 

Ps. xxxiv. 13. Keep thy tongue from evfl, 
and thy lips that they speak no guile. 

John viii. 44. Those that speak lies are 
called " children of the devil ; " that is, follow- 
ers, or imitators of the actions of the devil. 

Rev. xxi. 8. All liars shall have their por- 
tion in the lake that burneth with fire and 
onai8tone» 

27, There shall in nowise enter therein, 
\ (into heaven) any thing that maketh a lie. 

As illustrations of the indignation of God 
ttgUDst the sin of lying, see the case of Geha- 
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zi. 2 Kings, v. 20 — ^7. And of Ananias and 

Sapphira. Acts v* 

The law of veracity forbids, therefore, 
1. The utterance, as truths, of what we 

know to be false. This is always the case, 

when we speak under any circumstanoesj with 

the intention to deceive. 

2. Uttering, as truth, what we do not Jcnaw 
'to be true. When we utter any thing as truthj 
which we do not know to be true, . we do not 
convey to another, the impression which exists 
in our own mind ; that is, we speak falisely. It 
is a foolish subterfuge to say, we did not know 
but what it was true ; if this was all we knew 
about it, we should have said so, and not convey 
to another exactly the contrary impression. 

But, it will be said, are we never to utter 
any thing but what we know to be true ; are 
we never to give an opinion ? Doubtless, we 
may ; but then it must be given as an opinioo, 
and not as the truth. 

3. Uttering what may be true, but, uttering 
it in such a manner, or under such circumstan- 
ces, as shall convey a false impression to others. 

We may do this in several ways ; as, for 
instance, 

1. By exaggerating some of the circumstaih 
ces. 

2. By extenuating some of the circumstances^ 
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3. By exaggerating some of the circumstan- 
ces, and extenuating others. 

4. By stating the facts as they existed, but 
combining them in such a manner, as {o leave 
a &lse impression upon the hearer. If I say 
A entered B's room, and immediately after he 
left it, B discovered that a watch had been 
stolen, I naturally leave the impression that A 
was the thief. If I say this with the intention 
of producing a false impression, though I do 
not assert any thing but the fact, I am guilty of 
fidsehood. 

5. As the crime of falsehood consists in 
making, intentionally, a false impression upon 
another, we may incur as much guilt by the 
tonef of the voice, look of the eye, a motion 
of the head, or a gesture of the body, as by 
words. If a traveller ask me which road leads 
to Boston, and I point to him in the wrong di- 
rection, it is as much a lie, as though I conveyed 
the same impression by words. 

6. This law applies to our intercourse with 
men under all the relations of life. It forbids 
parents to lie to children, and children to lie 
to parents, instructors to pupils, and pupils to 
instructors, the old to the young, and the young 
to eatb other, buyers to sellers, and sellers to 
buy^, politicians to their own party, and to 
the opposite party ; in a word, the obligation is 
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universal, and cannot be set aside by any, either 
of the natural or artificial relations, in which 
men may stand to each other. 

It is no excuse for falsehood, to say that the 
person to whom we are speaking, has no right 
.to know the truth. This is a reason why we 
should not tell the truth, but it is no reason why 
we should tell a falsehood. If a m^n has do 
jiist claim upon us, this is a reason why we 
should not pay his demand, it is no reason at 
all, why we should cheat him. 

The importance of cultivating a strict regard 
for truth, is absolutely incalculable. Hence, 
the evil of speaking falsely, in jest, or of exag- 
gerating the facts of a story, for the sake of 
amusement or effect. He who allows himself 
to lie, in jest, will soon find himself lying in 
earnest, and will in the end probably become 
an habitual liar. Let every one, therefore, in 
the most trivial cases, observe the most strict 
and scrupulous veracity, and he will find that 
by the cultivation of no one virtue, he will gain 
more moral power over himself, or gain more 
control over the actions of others. 

If such be the fact, we see how wicked it 
must be to teach others to lie. This is some* 
times done by parents and nurses, who tell 
stories to frighten children, for the sake of 
accomplishing some momentary purpose. It is 
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) done by those, who direct their children or 
grants to tell their visitors that they are not at 
ne, when they are at home, but do not wish 
be interrupted. The case is the samcj when 
rchants direct their clerks, to assure a cus- 
ler that their goods were bought for one 
;e, when they were bought for another. • 
w can such persons answer to God for the 
1 which they are preparing for those com- 
ted to their charge. And, how can they 
)ect that the truth will be told to them, by 
se whom they have deliberately taught to 



Questions. 
L. Give an example of what you mean by 
ing the truth. 

2. Give an example of a person's telling 
at was not true, and yet not be guilty of ly- 
. 

I. Give an example of a person's telling 

at was true, and yet be guilty of lying. 

I. Why should veracity be divided into as- 

tions and promises ? 

i. How shall we know when we make an 

ertion, that we are innocent of the guilt of 

»g? 

3. Repeat the case of Gehazi in your own 
guage. 
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7. Repeat the case of Ananias and Sapplu 
ra. 

8. What do we learn from these cases ? 

9. Can we intentionally deceive another 
without being guilty of falsehood ? 

IOL Why is it falsehood to tell a thing, of 
which we do not know but it is true ? Give an 
example of this form of falsehood. 

11. Give an example of a falsehood by 
exaggeration. 

IS. Give an example of a falsehood by 
extenuation. 

13. Give an example of both of these com- 
bined. 

14. Give an example of facts, told as they 
existed, but so combined, that they produce the 
impression of a falsehood. 

15. Give an example of a lie, where not a 
word is spoken. 

16. Suppose several boys in a school, should 
agree to lie to an instructor ; would this be as 
wicked, as for the instructor to lie to his pupils? 

17. Does it make a lie any better, for several 
persons to agree together to tell it ? 

18. Does a lie become less guilty, because 
people get in the habit of lying ? 

19. Is it any harm to lie in jest? What is 
the consequence of so doing ? 

20. Suppose any person should command 
w to tell a lie ; ought you to do it ? 
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SI. Suppose any person should command 
you to tell a lie, and you should do it ; would 
the command of another excuse you, in the 
sight of God ? 



Section 11. 
Of Promises and Contracts. 

I. Of promises. 

A promise is the expression of our intention^ 
in such manner, as, voluntarily^ to create ao 
expectation on the part of another. 

The law of veracity demands, that we ex- 
press the intention, exactly as it exists in our 
own minds. We either, in fact, have the in- 
tention, or we have it not ; and we are no more 
at liberty to lie about this fact, than about any 
other. 

Having expressed this intention, in such 
manner as to create an expectation, on the part 
of another, we are under obligation to fulfil it 
In other words, a promise is binding, in the 
sense in which the promiser knows that the 
f>romisee receives it ; that is, we are bound to 
fulfil the expectations which we have volunta- 
rily created. 

Pjcomises are not ibi^dipg, tjbereioj^e, ia the 
15 
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way that the promiser means them to be te* 
ceived, for he might mean one thing and sa/ 
another; nor in the way that the mxnmtu 
understands them, for then there would be no 
limit to the extravagant expectations of men. 
The obligatioh consists in having 'voluntarily 
created expectation, and by thb expectatkn it 
is that we are bound. 

Hence, as in the case of assertions, we maj 
promise by actions, or gestures, or looks, as 
much as by words. He, who, at an aoctioa, 
nods to an auctioneer, when that nod is unde^ 
stood to signify a bid, is as much bound as 
though he made a bid by words. The case is 
the same, when in any other way, or by anj 
course of action, we voluntarily excite expec- 
tation. 

It may be proper here, however, to mention 
t few of the cases, in which promises are not 
binding. 

1. When the performance is tfi^jn&2e. We 
cannot be under obligation to do what turns oat 
to be, absolutely, out of our power. If, how* 
ever, we know of this impossibility beforehand, 
we are guilty of lying and fraud, and are bound 
to make good the disappointment, to the other 
party. 

2. When the performance is unlatpfid. We 
"annot be unJer obligation to do^ wbat^ we are 
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also under a contrary obligation, to leave un- 
done. If, however, we know, or might have 
known, of the unlawfulness before the promise, 
and the other party did not know it, we are 
guilty of deception, and are bound to make 
good the disappointment. When the other 
party knew of the unlawfulness of the act we 
are not thus bound. If I agree to unite with 
another person in a robbery, I am bound to 
break my promise, but surely I am under no 
obligations to pay him the amount of what he 
might have gained by the crime. 

3. Promises are not binding, when no expec- 
tation is voluntarily excited. If A inform B, 
that he shall give a horse to C, not intending 
that B shall communicate it, and, if B commu- 
nicate it without A^s knowledge, A is not bound. 
If A desire B to inform C of it, he is as much 
bound as though he communicated it himself. 

4. Promises are not binding, when they are 
known by both parties to proceed upon a con- 
dition, which subsequently, turns out to he false. 
If I promise a beggar money, on the ground of 
his story, which turns out to be a fabrication, I 
am not bound by such promise. 

' These are the principal cases in which prom- 
ises ai*e not binding. The inconvenience which 
may result from fulBUing a promise, is not a 
release. No man ever need promise unless he 
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please, but having once promised, he is bounds 
unless he be morally liberated, until the prom- 
ise is fulfilled. Hence, we should be extremely 
cautious in making promises; and we should 
never make them without allowing ourselves 
sufficient opportunity for reflection. And I 
believe it will generally be found, that those 
who are most careful in promising, are most 
conscientious in performing their promises. 

II. Of contracts. 

A contract is a mutual promise ; that is, we 
promise to do one thing on the condition that 
another party does something else. 

The rules for the interpretation of a contract, 
the reasons for its obligatoriness, and the cases 
of exception are the same as those of promises, 
the only difference is, that, in this case, there is 
a specific condition annexed, by which the ob- 
ligations of the parties are limited and defined. 

Hence, after a contract is made, so long as 
the other party performs his part, we are under 
obligation to perform our part. But, if either 
party fail, the other, is, by the failure of a con- 
dition necessary to the contract, liberate^. And 
still more, the party which fails, is ordinarily, 
under obligation to make good the damages 
which may have been suffered by his failure. 

This is the general rule. There is, however, 
an exception, which it is important to notice* 



N 
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There are some contracts entered into, in which, 
the terms of the engagement are fixed by the 
law of our Creator. Such, for instance^ are 
the contracts of marriage, and that of civil so- 
ciety. In such cases,either party is not liberated 
by every failure of the other party, but only 
for such cause, as God has specified. 

It is proper to remark, that the obligation to 
veracity is the same, whether the engagement 
be entered into between individuals or societies. 
The latter are as much obliged to fulfil their 
promises, as the former. A civilized people 
are as much bound by their treaties with an 
uncivilized as with a civilized people, or, as 
much as an individual is bounc)' by his contract 
with an individual. Every other course of 
conduct, under what pretences, soever, it may 
be disguised, or by what power soever, upheld, 
is as mean and contemptible, as it is shameless 
and wicked. 



Questions. 

1. Give an example of a promise, and ex- 
plain what it contains. 

2. What do you mean, by being bound to 
fulfil a promise ? 

3. A general, besieging a city, promised the 
garrison, that, if they would surrender, no blood 

15* 
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should be shed. They surrendered, and, hd 
buried them all alive. Did be keep his ptom 
ise? Why? . 

4. Herod promised the daughter of Herodias, 
that he would give her whatsoever she would 
ask. Was he bound by his promise, to g^ve 
her the head of John the Baptist ? Why ? 

5. Suppose I ask a boy who took another 
boy's knife, whether he did it, and he shakes 
his head, in such a way, that he means me to 
understand by it that he did not; is this a lie? 
Why ? 

6. Suppose I promise to visit a man, and 
before the time come, have the misfortune to 
break my leg; am I guilty of falsehood for not 
going ? Why ? 

7. I have mentioned above, the case ci 
Herod. Suppose that he had actually prom- 
ised to Herodias the head of John the Baptist? 
would he have been bound to fulfil that prom- 
ise? 

8. Suppose several persons combine to do an 
unlawful act ; are they any more under obliga- 
tion to do it, than if they had not combined? 
Why? 

9. If a man told you, without leave, that 
your father was going to give you a dollar^ 
would your father be obliged to do it ? 

10. If a physician has promised to visit A 
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patient, would he be released from his promise 
Dv a storm, or by friends calling to see him ? 
Why? 

11. Who are most likely to break their pro- 
mises ? 

12. Give an instance of a contract. 

13. Suppose I promise to take you to ride, 
if you are ready at twelve o'clock to-morrow ; 
if you are not ready till a quarter after twelve, 
am I bound by my contract ? 

14. Suppose the United States should make 
two treaties, one with the Indians, and the other 
with Great Britain ; which would be the most 
obligatory ? 

15. Suppose I make two contracts; one 
with my neighbor, and the other with the gov- 
ernment, which is the most obligatory ? 



CHAPTER VII. 

THE DUTIES AND RIGHTS OF PABENTS. 

The design of the parental relation, maj 
easily be seen from a few obvious facts. 

1. The child comes into the world, entirelj 
unprepared for the duties, which it must, in 
subsequent life, discharge. It must, in a fevr 
years support itself; it needs, therefore, physi- 
cal strength, but it is now helpless ; it is sur- 
rounded with blessings, which can be obtained 
only by intelligence; but it is now ignorant; 
it will be encompassed by temptations, which 
can only be resisted by moral culture ; but its 
moral principles are, as yet, unformed. To 
illustrate all this, by a single case. — ^Take any 
of the arts or professions, and consider, how 
would an infant of a week or of a year dd, 
discharge it ; or, how he could support himself 
from starvation, by the exercise of it. 

It is manifest, then, that the child needs 
sustenance during infancy, and a process of 
cuhivation, by which he may be trained for 
the duties of subsequent life. We have all 
enjoyed this support and cultivation, or we 



DUTT OF PABENTS. 177 

lot now be alive. It is our duty to 
the same care over those that oome 

the condition of the parent and cbiid, 
ed to precisely this state of things. 
3nt has strength, wisdom, experience, 
isposition to use these for the wel&re, 
^, for the education of the child ; and 

is weak, ignorant, inexperienced, and 
» by nature, to rely on, aofd to confide 
irection of the parent, 
e, the duties of the parent may be 
comprehended under the single word 
1 ; and his rights extend to everything, 
, in any manner, necessary to the dis- 
f this duty. 

luties of parents include the following 
rs: — 

pport and maintenance. The parent 
obligation to feed and clothe his child, 

the station of life which he 611s, he is 
h suitable diligence, to support himself. 
)e expensiveness of this' support, the 
ust be the judge. It is unwise for a 
> maintain his children in habits of ex- 
ther above, or much below, his own 
inces. The parent is also the natural 
• of his child ; he is bound to guard him 
m, and shield him from oppression and 
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2. Physical education. Few are aware, 
until too late, of the importance of a healtbj 
and vigorous bodily constitution. Such a con- 
stitution can only be secured by exercise, tem- 
perance, and care in youth. It is the duty of 
the parent, to pursue such a course of physical 
education, as shall develope all the physical 
powers of the child ; to inure it to hardshipi 
and render it patient of labor. The watchfid- 
ness necessary to this, will rarely be exercised, 
by any other person than a parent. 

3. Intellectual education. How greatly the 
happiness of an intellectual being depends upoo 
mental education, it is needless to observe. 
And, that the foundation of all such educatioDi 
must be laid in youth, is evident ; since, when 
this season is past, the time of the individual is 
required to provide for his own support. 

Under this head, I would remark, that the 
parent is under obligation : — 

1. So far as it is in his power, to give a child 
such an education, as is suited to bis peculiar 
bias and capabilities. 

2. To select such instructors, as will best 
accomplish this result. 

3. To see that the instructor does his duty; 
and to encourage the child, by manifesting such 
an interest in his studies, as will stimulate lum 
to all suitable effort. 

4. And, if such be the duty of the pareotf 
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inder obligation to take time to do it. 
luld remember, that every man has time 
is duty. And he has no right to devote 
less, or to amusement, those hours, which 
IS set apart for the discharge of his duty 
rent. 

here let me remark, that a strange par- 
prevails among parents, on this subject. 
viJi deny themselves, to accumulate pro* 
yt their children ; and at the same time, 
idge a trifling expenditure, for the sake 
ining for them that education, without 
their possessions will be a very doubtful 
r. It seems, by many persons, to be 
or granted, that all places of education 
ally good, and that the only question to 
ded is, which is the cheapest. And by 
question of dollars, and frequently by 
cents, the intellectual cultivation ^nd 
)f the child are decided, 
[oral education. 

moral character of the man^ and of 

the eternal destiny of the individual, 

lepend, in no small degree, upon the 

raining of the child. This moral train- 

>th by precept and example, it must 

at the hands of its parent. For the 

in which it is discharged, God holds 

rent accountable. It is therefore his 
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1. To teach the child his duties to God and 
to man, and to produce in its mind, a permanent 
conviction of its moral responsibility. Speciallj, 
is this to be done, by instilling into the inbdof 
the child, the principles, precepts and motiyes 
of the Holy Scriptures. 

2. To eradicate, so far as pos»Ue, the vicioas 
propensities of the child. He should watch 
the first appearances of pride, obstinacy, malicef 
envy, revenge, cruelty, anger, lying, and their 
kindred vices; and strive to extirpate them, 
before they have gained firmness by age, or 
vigor by indulgence. 

3. To set before the child such an example, 
as will tend to render his instructions, in the 
highest degree, available. He, whose example 
contradicts his precept, must expect his children 
to neglect the precept and follow the exainple. 

4. Inasmuch as all our efforts, in this, as k 
every other case, will be fruitless, without the 
blessing of God ; a parent is under obligatioa 
to do all this, in prayerful dependence on the 
divine assistance. He should pray with, and 
pray for, his children. 

5. As the character of the child dependi 
greatly on his associations, the parent is boond 
to watch over these, with unceasing care. Ht 
should suffer a child to form no intimacies, aai 
place him in no situations, by which his SDoA 
character will be endangered. 
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As the parent sustain^r to all his children 
me relation, he is bound to conduct to* 
them all, with the strictest justice and 
liality. 

The rights of parents. 
3 rights of parents are commensurate with 
iuties* As they are responsible for the 
ial, intellectual, and moral education of 
children; so, they have, over tliem, all 
;ht of physical, intellectual, and moral 
iment, necessary for the discharge of this 
isibility. 

has, of course, a right to direct the ex* 
t, and the physical habits of his child ; 
ice and manner of his education, the kind 
"al education which he shall receive; the 
itions which he shall form ; and be has 
;ht to use all reasonable means, for pro^ 
|<in the child obedience to his will. He 
er obligation, to use this power for the 
if the child, according to the best of his* 
^ai and ability. But, if he errsj there; 
rodress, as his authority is uitimaite, sO' 
s it exists. 

196 duties and rights, however, are not 
ual. 

3 child becomes, in process of time, able 
ntain itself; to direct its own mental pur* 
umI to decide for itself, on its moral duties: 
16 
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and obligations. Whenever this takes place in 
fact, the relation of parent and child ceases, so 
far as the responsibility of the parent is con- 
cerned. This time is fixed by law, at the 
period when the child becomes of age, or is 
twenty one years old. It may, however, arrive 
before, or be delayed after, this time. 

As the rights and duties of the parents are 
absolute in infancy, and cease altogether at 
maturity ; it is natural to conclude that they 
vary within these two periods ; that is, that as 
the child grows older, the responsibilities of the 
parent become less ; and his rights less absolute. 
The education of children, should, I suppose, 
always be regulated upon this principle. Of 
the manner, however, in which this modiBcatioo 
is to be carried forward, the parent, must, of 
necessity, be the judge. 

The authority of instructors is an authority 
delegated by the parent ; to whom, and not to 
the child, the instructor is responsible. Hence, 
the relation between the parties, is essentially, 
that of parent and child. The instmctor is 
the superior, and the pupil is the inferior. The 
duties of the instructor are limited by the terms, 
which he and the parent have mutually agreed 
upon. His rights are always commensurate 
with his duties; that is, he is invested with 
power to accomplish the purpose which biS 



I 



QUESTIONS. 183 

been coramitted to him. Within this limit be 
has the right to command, and it is tlie duty of 
the pupil to obey. 



Questions. 

1. Explain^ in your own language, why it is, 
that a child needs the care and attention of a 
parent. 

2. Explain the circumstances, which render 
a parent precisely adapted, to supply the wants 
of the child. 

3. Explain, from these two considerations, 
what is, in general, the duty of a parent. 

4. Suppose children are abused, ought they 
to 6ght and quarrel? What ought they to do 
if they need protection ? 

5. Would it be kind in a parent, to let a 
child grow up in idleness; to eat and drink 
what he pleased, and as much as he pleased, 
and never teach him to do any thing by which 
to support himself? What would be the result 
of so doing ? 

6. Would it be kind in a parent to let a child 
go to school or not, and study or not, just as he 
pleased ? Why ? 

7. What should we think of children, who 
are displeased when their parents require them 
to take exercise and labor and study ? 

8* Has a parent a right to know how his 
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f 

ehiM behaves, and whether he is diligent and 
studious or not ? 

9. Suppose an instructor should conceal such 
information from a parent ; what ought we to 
think of him ? 

10. Which is of the mo^t value, a good ed- 
ucation, or a large fortune ? Why? 

11. Would it be right for a parent to alhiv 
his child to grow up without any knowledge of 
his duties to God ? Why ? 

12. When the parents converse with tbem 
on these subjects, children frequently feel rest- 
less and displeased. What should we think of 
such children ? 

13. Would it be kind in a parent to allow a 
child to grow up with a broken arm, and never 
try to have it healed ? 

14. Which is the greatest calamity, a broken 
arm, or a vicious and malicious temper, or the 
habit of lying and stealing ? Why ? 

15. Would it be kind for a parent to allow 
his child to go among children who had some 
infectious disease ? Why ? 

16. Which is worse, to take an infecUous 
disease, or to learn bad and wicked habits ? 

17. If parents are under obligation to Crod, to 
take such care of their children, and if they have 
such a right over them, what is the duty of chil- 
dren? 

18. Suppose a child thinks that his parent is 
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too strict ; is this any reason why he should not 
obey him? Why? 

19. Suppose parents and children differ on 
these subjects ; who is the most likely to be 
correct : and which has the right to govern ? 

20. Suppose one brother was twenty years 
old, and another only three years old, which 
would know best, about what was suitable for 
the younger? 

21. Explain the nature of the authority of 
the instructor over the pupil* 

16* 
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THE DUTIES AND BIGHTS OF CHILDREN* 

The duties of children may be compijsed 
under the following particulars. , 

1. Obedience. By this I mean, that tl»9 
child is under obligation to conform to the will 
of the parent, became it is his will ; aside from 
the consideration that what is required may 
seem to the child wisest or best. The only 
limitation here, is, that of conscience. A 
child must obey God, rather than his parent. 
Even here, however, he has no right to re- 
sist. He must obey God, and suffer meekly 
the consequences. 

2. Children are bound to reverence, or as 
the Scriptures express it, to honor their pa- 
rents. By reverence, I mean that conduct, 
and those feelings, which are due from an in- 
ferior to a superior. The child is bound to 
show respect and honor to his parents, such 
as he would show to no other persons. Nor 
is there in this any thing degrading, but every 
thing honorable. There is nothing more 
seemly, more ennobling, and more dignified. 
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than profound filial respect. Napoleon, at the 
summit of his power, n^ver appeared so truly 
exalted, as in the deference which he paid to 
his mother. The same principles would teach 
us. universal respect for old age. 

3. Filial affection, or the affection due from 
a child to its parents, because they are his pa* 
rents. A parent may be entitled to our love, 
because he is a man, or because he is a good 
man, but beside all this, he is entitled to our 
special affection, because he is a parent. This 
imposes upon us the duty of always speaking 
of them with respect, seeking their happiness 
by all the means in our power, and of perform- 
ing all this from love to them, because they are 
our parents. This love will render such servi- 
ces not a burden, but a pleasure, under what 
circumstances soever it may be in our power 
to render them. 

4* It is the duty of the child, whenever it 
is, by the providence of God, rendered neces- 
sary, to support its parents in old age. That 
man is guilty of monstrous ingratitude, who 
would not cheerfully deny himself of luxuries 
or conveniences, in order to minister to the 
wants of his aged and needy parents. 

Nor is this merely confined to necessary 
support. Where parents are not indigent, 
there are various acts of kindness and atten- 
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tion and remembraDce, which it is in the pov* 
er of the cliild to perform, which may add 
greatly to their happiness, and soften the as- 
perities of advancing old age. These oppor- 
tunities for the manifestation of filial affection, 
will be gladly sought for, by a thoughtful, be- 
nevolent and obedient child. 

The precepts of the holy Scriptures, in re- 
gard to this duty, are frequent and impressive. 
I subjoin a few, as examples. 

Ex. XX. 12. Honor thy father and thy 
mother, that thy days may be long in the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee. Thb, 
as the Apostle Paul remarks, Eph. vi. 2, 8, is 
the only commandment in the decalogue, to 
which a special promise is annexed. 

Prov. i. 8, 9. My son, keep the instruc- 
tion of thy father, and forsake not the law of 
thy mother. They shall be an ornament of 
grace (that is a graceful ornament) unto thy 
head, and chains about thy neck. 

Prov. xiii. 1. A wise son heareth bis 
father's instructions, but a scomer heai^th not 
rebuke. 

Eph. vi. 1. Children obey your parents Id 
the Lord, for this is right. 

Col. iii. 20. Children obey your parents in 
all things, for this is well pleasing unto the Lord. 

The displeasure of God is frequently da* 
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nounced against those who violate this com- 
mand. 

Deut. xxvii. 16. Cursed be he that set- 
teth light by his father or his mother ; and all 
the people shall say, Amen. 

Prov. XV. 6. A fool despiseth his father's 
instructions. 

Prov. XXX. 17. The eye that mocketh at 
his father ; and despiseth to obey his mother ; 
the ravens of the valley shall pluck it out, and 
the young eagles shall eat it. That is, he 
shall perish by a violent death, he shall come 
to a miserable end. 

From such passages as these, we learn ; — 
1. That the holy Scriptures inculcate obedi- 
ence to parents, as a religious duty ; and, that 
be who violates it, is guilty of sin against God, 
as well as against man. The Scriptures men- 
tion disobedience to parents, as one of the of- 
fences for which God is most justly offended 
with men. 

2. That obedience to parents is no proof of 
meanness and servility, but that it is every way 
honorable and delightful. It is a graceful or- 
nament ; that is, it confers additional beauty on 
what was before lovely. 

8. That the violation of this command expo- 
ses the transgressor to especial and peculiar 
judgments. And the experience of all ages has 
borne witness to the fact, that disobedience to 
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parents in youth, is the common precursor to 
disgrace and misfortune in manhood and old age. 
The child has a right to expect that the 
parent will discharge to it the duties of which 
I have spoken in the preceding chapter, and 
that he will exercise his authority for its good, 
to the best of his knowledge. If, however, 
he should fail, this is no excuse for 6lial diso- 
bedience. The duties of the child to love 
and reverence and honor its parent, renjain as 
before, since they are unchangeably appointed 
by God. 

OF THE DURATION OF THESE RIGHTS AND 

DUTIES. 

The child is under obligation to yield im- 
plicit obedience to the parent, so long as he is 
in a state of pupilage ; that is, so long as the 
parent is responsible for his conduct, and the 
child is dependent on his parent. When the 
child assumes the responsibility of the care of 
himself, the obligation of obedience ceases. 
But after this, a child can find no one, whose 
advice will be so valuable, so disinterested, and 
generally so wise, as his parents'. 

The obligation to respect and affection, con- 
tinues through life, and rather increases, than 
diminishes with advancing years. As the 
child grows older, he has it in' his power to 
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manifest more delicate respect, and more sym- 
pathising affection ; and as the parent grows 
older, he feels, more sensibly, the need of at- 
tention ; and finds his happiness to be more 
decidedly dependent upon it. This, then, is 
the time, to exhibit our gratitude for the care 
which our parents have taken of us in our 
childhood and youth, and to manifest by our 
conduct, our repentance for those acts of 
thoughtlessness and waywardness which for- 
merly have grieved them. 

I mentioned in the last chapter, that the re- 
lation of the instructor to the pupil, is, essen- 
tially, parental. I here add, that the relation 
of the pupil to the instructor, is essentially fil- 
ial. That is, the pupil is bound to render 
obedience to his instructor on the same prin- 
ciples, and for the same reasons, as to his pa- 
rent. It depends on the parent to decide how 
long this relation shall subsist, but so long as it 
8ul»i8t8, the duty of the pupil is obedience, 
respect and affection. 



Questions. 
■ 1. Suppose a parent should tell you to go 
on an errand, and a stranger passing by, should 
tell you not to go ; which should you be under 
Obligation to obey ? Why ? 
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2. Suppose any one eke should tell you to 
do, what your parent had forbidden ; whom 
ought you to obey ? Why ? 
. 3. Suppose your parent should command 
you to disobey God, what ought you to do ? 

4. Do you ever hear children' speak dis^ 
respectfully of their parents ? what command 
of God do they violate ? 

5. SupjMe a child did what its parents 
commanded, but did not love them^ nor really 
desire to please them ; would this fulfil the 
command of God ? 

6. If children really love their parents^ will 
it be a hardship to obey them ? 

7. Explain, in your own language, how we 
ought to treat our parents when they grow 
old. 

8. Repeat, in your own language, what 
the Holy Scriptures inculcate respecting the 
duties of children. 

9. Suppose a child disobeys bis parents ; 
how many sins does he commit ? What are 
they? 

10. Which do you think is most honorable? 
to treat our parents disrespectfully or respect^' 
fully ? 

11. Which of the sons of David^ was very 
disobedient and cruel to his father ? 

12. How was he punished for it ? 

13. Do you remembef a good man, who il 
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spoken of in the Bible, who was punished for 
not bringing up his children well ? 

14. Suppose a child was so unfortunate as 
to have a parent who did not do right ; what 
would be the duty of the cliild to such a pa- 
rent? 

15. Explain, in your own language, the 
manner in which you think pupibjshould be- 
have to an instructor. 

16. When you see pupils behave thus, how 
do you feel towards them? How do other 
people feel ? 

17. If children wish to be beloved and re- 
spected, how should they behave towards their 
parents and instructors ? 

17 



CHAPTER IX. 

DUTIES OP CITIZENS. 

Section I. 
Of the nature of Government* 

Suppose twenty men and women, with their 
families, to be thrown together, upon an unin- 
habited island. They would soon begin from ne- 
cessity, to build themselves houses, and culti- 
vate the soil, and catch for their use, whatever 
animals might be found. Whatever each fam- 
ily thus builded, or raised, or caught, it wouId| 
of course, hold, as its own. And, if any one 
exchanged with another, whatever he had 
secured by exchange, would also be his own. 
In other words, each one would work for him- 
self, and claim as his own, whatever he had 
produced. 

They might thus live very happily for a long 
time ; at least, so long as every one acted in 
this manner, and they would need, neither laws 
nor government, iout suppose that any one 
should begin to act differently. Suppose any 
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one should undertake' to drive his neighbor's 
family out of their bouse ; or^ after they bad 
raised a crop of corn, should come and carry 
it into his own barn, and leave them to starve. 
And suppose another, seeing this was so easy a 
way of support, should, undertake to do the 
same thing to another neighbor. The result 
would be, that, if no one could enjoy the fruit 
of his labor, no one would work, and they would 
either starve, or else they would go away and 
live alone ; and thus be exposed to the incon- 
veniences of always living in the wilderness. 

Or, suppose another case. Suppose that the 
man who was turned out of his house, deter- 
mined upon having his revenge, and therefore 
set fire to the house of his oppressor. Here 
would be two families turned out of theirhouses, 
and left destitute. These two families might, 
on the same principles, go on, to turn out of 
their possessions, two others, who might avenge 
themselves by two more fires, and thus it would 
go on, until all the houses and property were 
destroyed, and the whole settlement would very 
soon perish. 

Now it is clear that this would never do. 
There must be a stop put to such proceedings, 
and the only way would be, to stop it at the 
beginning. The whole community would have 
to unite against the first robber, and oblige him 
to return the property which be bad stolen^ and 
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to agree together, that they would always do so, 
to any one who should steal again. And, if 
this did not stop it, they would have to agree to 
punish the robber, in some such way, as would 
oblige him to let alone every thing thatwas hi^ 
neighbor's. This would be the first law of this 
little community. 

And now. having made this law, and thus 
having undertaken to see that no one interfered 
with his neighbor's property or rights, it is evi- 
dent that no one need undertake to avenge 
himself; or to reclaim by force, any thing that 
had been taken from him. This coimnunity 
would, therefore, agree together, that, if any 
one was injured, he must apply to them for 
redress, instead of redressing himself. Th9 
reason of this is evident, for. they would be 
better judges how much he was injured, apd 
what redress should be made, than he would be 
himself; because, it is a bad rule, to allow any 
man to be the judge in : his own case. This 
would be the second law of this community. 

These two laws then would be, first, that no 
one should interfere with his neighbor* s rights, 
in any manner whatever; and, secondly, ii any 
one did thus interfere, that the injured person 
should not attempt to redress himself, but, should 
leave the sutject to be decided upon by the whoU 
community. 

In process of tune, these laws would have to 
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be subdivided, as there would be various forms 
of injury. A man might encroach upon his 
neighbor's land. This would require one form 
of redress. One might steal by dayj and an- 
other by night ; one might break open a house, 
another might steal a horse ; each one requiring 
a separate form of punishment. And so, of 
redress of grievances ; one might strike another, 
and a second might hum his house ; these would 
havis to be distinguished, and all these forms of 
crime be defined, so that the innocent might be 
dbtinguished from the guilty, and the guilty 
punished according to their deserts. 

As this community increased in number, and 
it became necessary to make a great many laws, 
it would be impossible for them all to meet, on 
every occasion that presented itself. They 
would therefore be obliged to appoint a few 
persons, in their place, to meet for this purpose. 
Eight or ten would unite together and select a 

Erudent and wise man, and agree to be bound 
y what he should consent to. These delegates 
would be legislators^ and such an assembly 
would be a legislature. 

But after the laws were made, when cases of 
injury became frequent, all the community could 
not meet together, to decide between two men, 
who had a difficulty with each other. They 
would, therefore, be obliged to appoint some 
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persons, who should make it their business to 
hear causes, and decide, according to law. 
This would save a great deal of time, and 
would also insure a much better adminis- 
tration of justice* Such men would be jud^es^ 
and when they were assembled, they would be 
called a court. 

And, besides, after they had decided what 
was right, and how a bad man should be pun- 
ished, it would be necessary that some dne 
should carry their sentence into effect. Such 
persons are called executive officers. Goveiitr 
ors^ sheriffs^ and constables, belong to this class* 

Now, all these officers taken together, legis- 
lators, judges, governors, sherifis, &c. are called 
the government of a country. They are per- 
sons appointed by the people, in some mode or 
other, to make laws and to carry them into 
execution, so that no man shall interfere with 
his neighbor's rights ; and, so that if he does, 
he shall be obliged to make redress, and shall 
be punished for his crime. 

Hence, the duties of man, as a citizen, are, 
in general, these. 

1. As he agrees that no one shall interfere 
with the rights of his neighbor, he is bound to 
obey this law himself; that is, he is bound, in 
all his intercourse respecting the personal liber- 
ty, character, reputation, property, and families 
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of others, to obey the law of reciprocity,^ to 
do unto others, as be would that others should 
do unto him. 

2. If other men disobey this law, and injure 
htm, he is bound not to take redress into his 
own hands, but to leave it to the society ; that 
is, the courts of law, to whom, he has agreed 
tKat all such cases shall be refen'ed. 

3* As he has agreed that all laws shall be 
made by legislators, he is bound to obey all the 
laws which they make, consistent with the 
power which he has entrusted into their hands. 

4* As he is a member of the community 
which has promised to protect every individual, 
be is bound to use all means necessary to ensure 
that protection. He is bound to make every 
effort in his power, to secure to every individual, 
whether high or low, rich or poor, the full en- 
joyment of his rights ; and, if he be wronged, 
the full redress for injury. 

5. As the purposes of government cannot be 
carried on without expense; since governors, 
legislators, judges, &;c. must be paid for their 
services ; and, as every one has the benefit of 
these services, every one ought, willingly, to 
bear his share of the pecuniary burden. 

To illustrate what has been said in the pre- 
ceding remarks. Suppose a man had stolen 
your horse, and there were no laws, and no 
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goverument. You might go to hup and ask 
him for it, and he would refuse 19 give it up. 
Suppose you attempted to take the horse away 
by force, the man might resist you, and if he 
were stronger than you, would drive you away^ 
and injure you, or perhaps kill you, to prevent 
you from troubling him. You thus could have 
no remedy, and the next day, he might take 
your cow, or turn you out of your house, and 
you could not help it. 

But suppose there were laws, and a govern- 
ment ; observe now how differently you would 
be situated. In this case, there would be a law 
to prevent men from stealing; and judges to 
decide whether a man had stolen ; and officers 
to punish the thief, and to reclaim the property 
taken. ' 

Let us now suppose the horse to be stolen. 
Instead of going to the man who stole it, you 
would go to one of the judges, called justices 
of the peace, and inform him that the man had 
stolen your property. He would immediately 
send for the thief, and bring him before him- 
If the thief would not come, the sheriff who 
was sent, would have power to order all the men 
in the town to help him. You would then tell 
your story, and the man would tell his ; and, if 
you could prove the horse to be yours, the jus- 
tice would give him up to you, and would send 



QUESTIONS. ' 301 

ibe vasB to jail, to be tried for the crime of 
stealing. When the judges of the higher court 
came together, twelve men of the neighborhood 
would be appointed,, who are called jurors, or 
jurymen. The thief would then be brought 
before them, and the witnesses would be exam- 
ined, to prove whether the man did steal the 
horse, or whether he got him some other way. 
The judge would explain the law, and the ju- 
rors would decide whether the man was guilty 
or not guilty. If he was not guilty, he would 
be set at liberty. If he was guilty, the judge 
wodld pronounce the puuishment of the law for 
stealing. If it was imprisonment, the sheriff^ 
would take him to prison^and be would be kept 
there, until the time expired^ (or which he was 
sentenced. 

We see from this case^ how much better 
every one can obtain justice, when there are 
laws and government, than when there are 
none ; and, hence, how great a blessing it is^ 
to live in a civilized country, where such laws 
e^^ist. 



Questions. 

1. Could men live together without laws and 
government ? 

2. Under what circumstances could they live 
tlius? 
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3. Wliat creates the necessity for laws and a 
government ? 

4. Suppose men all chose to act unjustly, 
and there were no laws to restrain them, what 
would be the result ? 

5. Would laws be of any use, without a 
government ? Why ? 

6. Why would it not answer, to allow every 
man to redress his own grievances ? 

7. What are the two greajt laws of society, 
on which all the others are founded ? 

8. Explain, in your own language, what b 
meant by a legislature. 

9. How is a legislature appointed ? 

10. Explain, in your own language, what is 
meant by a judge. 

11. What is the use of judges? 

12. What is the use of sheriffi and consta^ 
bles? 

13. Suppose a man injures me, and I under- 
take to punish him myself; do I violate the law 
of my country ? Why ? 

14. Suppose a man has committed a crime, 
and I join a mob to tear down his house, or to 
punish him in any manner; do I violate the 
law ? Why ? 

15. Suppose a law is made, which I think 
unjust ; have I a right to violate it ? Why ? 

16. Suppose I see a mob assaulting a man, 
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and I quietly look on ; am I innocent ? What 
ought I to do ? 

17» Suppose a mob commit an injury, and I 
praise their courage, and apologize for their 
Crime ; am I innocent ? 

18. Suppose one man by his abuse, irritates 
the passions of other men, and they unite and 
injure him ; which is to blame, he or they, or 
both ? Which ought to be punished ? 

19. Suppose a man should owe you money, 
and would not pay it; would you have a right 
to take his property yourself, wherever you 
could find it ? Why ? 

20. What must you do in order to recover 
your due ? 



Section It. 

Of the different forms of Government. 

In the preceding section, I have described 
what is called an elective government. By this 
is meant, one, in which all officers are either 
chosen by the people ; that is, by the whole 
society ; or, are appointed by those who are 
thus chosen. Thus, in this country, legislators, 
governors, presidents, &;c. are chosen by the 
people; and judges, and other officers, are 
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cither chosen by the people^ or are appointed 
by the legislators. 

But all governments are not elective* Some 
Hre hereditary ; that is, a man succeeds to office 
by inheritance. In this form of govern men t> if 
a king dies, his son becomes a king in his place ; 
that is, he inherits his office, in the same manner 
as he inherits his house or lands. And, if a 
man is a legislator^ his son becomeS) in the same 
manner, a legislator after him* 

Again, some governments are partly beredi* 
tary, and partly elective. When this is the 
case, some of the offices are hereditary, and 
others are elective ; that is, the persons who 
hold sonre of them are chosen by the people, 
and those who liold others succeed to them by 
inheritance. 

But there are other forms of government be- 
sides these. A government may be either a 
Monarchy, an Aristocracy, or a Republic. 

A Monarchy is a government, in which the 
chief authority is vested in one person, who is 
called a king. If the king is chosen, it is called 
an elective monarchy ; if he succeeds to his 
office by inheritance, it is called a hereditary 
monarchy. 

In some eases, a king is allowed to make 
!hws according to his own will, without any one 
to control him ; and to do what he jdeases widi 



the lives and properties of his subjects. This 
is called an aosoluXe moDarchy, or a despotism' 
Iq other cases, the king is bound by certain rules 
which he must not transgress; or is obliged, 
before he can make any law, to obtain the con* 
sent of some other individuals. This is called 
a limited monarchy. 

An Aristocracy, is a form of government in 
which the whole power is in the hands of^few 
persons. An aristocracy has generally been, 
either hereditary, or else the members of the 
aristocracy themselves, fill the vacancies which 
may occur in their number. 

A Republic is such a form of government as 
I have before described, in which all offices are 
either held by election of the people, or else, 
by appointment by those who are thus elected. 

These forms of government are sometimes 
simple and sometimes mixed. 

Thus, the government of Russia is a simple 
monarchy, without any limitation of power ; the 
Emperor being assisted by such councils only, 
93 he may himself appoint. 

2. The governnient of Great Britain, is a 
mixed monarchy, composed of three branches ; 
the king, the house of lords, ^d the bouse of 
commons. 

The office of King is hereditary, and the 
king is the chief magistrate of the realm. 
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The Lords or Peers, form the second branch 
of the legislature ; and their office is also he- 
reditary. They are at first appointed by the 
king; but after their appointment, they and 
their successors, hold their office perpetudly. 
The third branch of the legislature is the House 
of Commons. These are elected by the peoplOi 
as in a republic. No law can be passed, that 
is, become binding on the people, unless it be 
agreed to by all these three branches ; naoiely, 
the King, the Lords, and the Common^. 

Under any of these forms of government, 
if the men who hold offices, be virtuous, and 
desirous of promoting the welfare of their fellow 
men, there may be peace, security and happi- 
ness. The misfortune, however, to which some 
of them are liable, is, that when officers are 
vicious, unfeeling, and oppressive, there are no 
means of controlling their power, without revo- 
lution, and civil war. On the contrary, just in 
so far as a government is elective, the power is 
placed in the hands of the people, who are then 
in no danger of being oppressed by govern- 
ment. Their only danger then is, that they 
will oppress each other. The danger from this 
source is however far gi'eater than is commonly 
apprehended. 
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Questions. 

1. Explain, in your own language, the dif- 
ference between an elective, and an hereditary 
government. 

2. Explain the difference between a mon- 
archy, an aristocracy, and a republic. 

3. Explain the difference between an unlim- 
ited and a limited monarchy. 

4. What is the difference between the gov- 
ernment of Russia, and that of England ? 

5. How may a Government oppress the 
people ? 

6. How may the people oppress each other ? 

7. When the people oppress each other what 
remedy exists against injury ? 

8. What is the greatest security against op- 
pression in any government? 

9. What effect would the christian religion 
exert upon national liberty if it were universally 
obeyed ? 

10. What effect has it had already? 

11. Whicl) are the freest governments on 
earth? 
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Section III. 
The form of Government in the United States. 

This country was first peopled by emigrant 
colonies, principally from England, who landed 
on various parts of the Atlantic coast, from 
Maine to Georgia. Each of these colonies bad 
its separate charter, or form of government, 
which, it established, as soon as its settlement 
was formed. As they increased in numbers, 
their boundaries were defined, and, as so many 
separate governments, they held possession of 
the whole coast. They were all, however, 
dependent upon the king of England, from 
whom they received their charters; and, by 
whom, most of their governors, and frequently 
their judges and other officers were appointed. 

As the colonies increased in power, difficul- 
ties sprung up between them and Great Britain, 
or, the mother country, as it was commonly 
called. These ended in the American, revolu- 
tion, by which, the colonies were forever sepa- 
rated from Great Britain, and were acknowl- 
edged by the whole world, to be at liberty to 
form a government for themselves, on such 
principles, and in such manner, as they chose. 

Soon after the revolution, delegates were 
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appointed by these several colonies, or States, 
as they were then called, to form a constitution } 
or, in other words, to establish a form of gov- 
ernment. This was completed on the 17th of 
September 1787, and was submitted to the sev- 
eral States for approval. This having been 
subsequently approved by all the States, is the 
form of government under which we now live. 

The general features of this form of govern- 
ment are the following. 

The separate States retain all the original 
powers which they possessed when they sepa- 
rated from the British nation, except such as 
they have given up to the general government. 
Thus, they all elect their own officers, make 
their own laws, and punish offenders against 
them, and are sovereign, in every thing that 
does not interfere with the general good of the 
whole. 

On the other hand, whatever belongs to the 
welfare of the whole, and not to that of the 
individual States, is vested in the general gov- 
ernment, or in Congress which is its agent. 
The extent, however, within which this power 
may be exercised, is limited by the constitution. 

The head of the government, in this country, 
is called the President ; he holds his office for 
four years, and is chosen by electors, who are 
18* 
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elected either by the people, or by the legisla 
lures of the several States, 

The legislature of the United States is divi-i 
ded into two branches, the Senate and House 
of Representatives. 

The Senate is composed of two members 
from each state. The members hold their office ' 
for six years, and are chosen by the legislatures 
of the several States. 

The members of the House of Representa- 
tives are elected by the people of the several 
Slates, every State being entitled to one, for 
every forty seven thousand five hundred inhab- 
itants. They hold their office for two years. 
No law can be enacted, unless it receive the 
sanction of the President, and of both Houses 
of Congress ; except both Houses pass it by a 
majority of two thirds, in opposition to the 
President ; it then becomes a law without his 
consent. 

The President ^nd Senate have power to 
form treaties with foreign powers, and to appoint 
all the principal officers of the government, as 
judges of the United States Courts, ambassadors, 
officers in the army and navy', &c. 

The judges of the United States Court, have 
power to try all causes of violation of the laws 
of the United States, and all causes between 
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citizens of the difierent Statefi, and all causes 
which arise between a citizen of the United 
States and a foreigner. All offences airainst 
the laws of the several States are tried by the 
judges of the respective States. Each State 
has its own form of government, consisting of a 
Governor, and either one or two legislative as- 
semblies. These enact laws for their own state, 
appoint officers, and in general perform all the 
offices necessary for the welfare of tliat portion 
of the people which they repi'esent. 



Questions. 

1. How was this country first peopled by 
Europeans ? 

2. How were they governed before the rev- 
olution? 

3. What produced the revolution ? 

4. In what condition were they when the 
revolution was completed ? 

5. What is the difference between the power 
of the States, and that of the United States, or 
general government ? 

6. How long do the President, Senators, and 
members of the House of Representatives, hold 
their offices ? 

7. What powers have the Senate, different 
from those of the House of Representatives ? 
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8. Suppose a citizen of the United States td 
owe a foreigner ; to what court must the for- 
eigner apply for redress ? 

9. Suppose a cause in law to arise between 
two citizens of different States; where must 
the cause be tried ? Give an example. 
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CHAPTER L 

BEN£VOiiENC£. 



We have thus far treated of those ddties, 
which we owe to man, on the principle of re- 
ciprocity ; and, for which, hei can have a just 
claim upon us. They are thbse duties, which, 
while they allow us to pursue oUhowh happi- 
ness as we please, forbid us, in any mannei^, to 
interfere with the right which every one pos- 
sesses, to pursue his own happiness in the 
same manner. 

If men wodid only obey this law, the world 
would be much happier than it is. There 
would be no oppf^ssion, no robbery, no slan- 
der, no injury of any kind, but all men would 
live in peace and quietness. 

But in order to render the world as happy 
as it can be, something more is necessary. We 
are required not only to let our neighbors 
alone, and do them nO injury, but also positive- 
ly to do them good* This is the law of 
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For instance. Every one is liable to be 
sick, and multitudes of people are always sick* 
When sicky tbey are unable to work for a 
livelihood, or even to take care of themselves. 

If, then, there were no one to take care of 
them, they would perish. Every body is liable 
to accidents ; and, if no one would help a mao 
in dbtress, he must suffer. How wicked it 
would be, if a little girl were run over by a 
carriage, and I were to leave her to be trodden 
to death, because I did not owe her any thingi 
and wished to mind my own business* Every 
one feels, that, though I bad never seen her 
before, and were never to see her again, yet I 
would be under obligations to render her all the 
aid in my power ; that is, eveiy one feek that 
I am, and that every man is, under the obliga* 
tion of benevolence. 

But again. Suppose that in a neighborhood, 
there were a large number of children, who did 
not know how to read or to write, and so were 
deprived of all the pleasure of reading ffxA 
books, and especially of reading the Bible. 
Now, suppose that there were, in thb neighbor- 
hood, two young men, and one of them said, he 
did not owe these children any thing, and should 
mind his own business. But suppose the other^ 
without asking whether they owed him or not, 
should collect them tog^tfier in school, and teach 
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them to read and write and cipher, and thus put 
them all in the way to be useful and happy men 
and women. Which of these should we love 
the best ? Which, should we say, did his duty ? 
Which of them, should wc say, was acting in 
such a manner, as best to please his Father in 
Heaven ? 

Again. Suppose these children were very 
wicked, and swore, and lied, and stole. If any 
good person saw and heard them act thus, he 
would be greatly grieved. I do not know but 
it would be his duty to have the worst and 
largest of them punished. Now, suppose one 
man should say, it is pfiy duty, as a citizen, to 
put a stop to such conduct ; and I will have 
these little thieves put in jail. But this is all I 
have to do ; I will mind my own business, and 
if they go to destruction, it is their own fault. 
But suppose another man should go among 
them, and show them the wickedness of their 
conduct, and talk kindly to them, and teach 
them to be good and virtuous, and so be the 
means of making them all pious and virtuous 
children. Which of these two should we like 
the best ? Which should we say did his duty 
to these children ? Which would act most in 
obedience to the Bible ) 

But once more. *^'' Suppose these children 
should revile and abuse him, steal his property. 
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and when be came to do them good, should 
ridicule him, and do all in their power to injure 
him. He might go away and leave them, say- 
ing I have come here at my own expense, and 
without any reward, to teach these children to 
be virtuous and happy, and all I get in return, 
is injury, abuse, ana robbery. I will go away 
and leave them to destruction. Or, he noigbt 
say, I do not care how they treat me, I will still 
continue to do them all the good I can. The 
more wickedly they act, towards me, the more 
clearly it shows that they need good instruction, 
and I will strive the more to make them virtuous 
and happy. The more they hate me, the mQre 
I will love them. Now, which of these ways 
of acting would be the most lovely ? For whksh 
should we think most highly of the man ? Which 
conduct would be most like doing our duty? 
Which would be most like tbie example of tlie 
blessed Saviour. 

If, now, we reflect uppq. these c^aes, we,ibal} 
see that we feel under obligations to benevoleuq^ 
towards men who are unhappy, towards ilipflt 
that are wicked, and even towardu those that 
injure us. 

That this is the case, is manifest from wh^t 
the blessed Saviour teaches us, in Luke vi. 38 
—36. 

" If ye IffY^ ^iQ ttit« Ipye ygu, wbiit nMI^ 
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have ye, for sbners also love those that love 
them ? And if ye do good to those that do 
good to you, what thank have ye, for sinners 
idso do even the same. And if ye lend to 
those of whom ye hope to receive, what thank 
have ye ? for sinners also lend to sinners, to re- 
ceive as much again. But love ye your enemies^ 
and do good and lend, hoping for nothing again, 
and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be 
the children of the highest ; for He is kind unto 
the unthankful and the evil. Be ye therefore 
merciful, as your Father in heaven is merciful." 
Thus also Matthew v. 43 — 48. " Love your 
enemies ; bless them that curse you ; do good 
to them that hate you, and pray for those that 
despitefully use you and persecute you, that ye 
may be the children, (that is, the imitators,) of 

ELir Father who is in heaven ; for he maketh 
sun to rise upon the evil and the good, and 
aendeth his rsun upon the just and upon the 
upjwit." 

SPhe meaning of " being merciful," here, is 
^StriooB* It is to promote the happiness of 
diose who have no daim upon us, by the law 
of reciprocity ; and from whom, we can hope 
iat nothing, by way of remuneration. 

The example after which our benevolence is 
lo W fashioned, is that of our Father who is in 
h^?m. 

19 
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This teaches us 

1. As God is the exhaustless source of h( 
piness to all the creatures whom he has mai 
and to whom he is under no possible obligatioi 
so, we are commanded to make use of our t 
ents and acquisitions and possession^ for pron 
ting the happiness of our fellows. Whatei 
is given us, is given, not for our own happint 
directly and chiefly, but for our happiness in* 
rectly ; that is, that we may be happy, by pi 
moting the happiness of others. 

2. God bestows the blessings of his comm 
providence, without respect to the character 
the recipient. He sendeth rain on the just a 
on the unjust. We are to follow the same e 
ample. While our personal attachments, a 
our moral esteem, is to be reserved for the 
that deserve it, yet, our charities are to be t 
stowed, wherever there exist those that sta: 
in need of them. We are therefore to relie 
the distressed, to pity the afflicted, to assist t 
needy, admbister to the sick, and instruct t 
ignorant, no matter how undeserving they mi 
be, or how much we may dislike their moi 
character. 

3. By the same example we are taught, th 
our benevolence is not to be limited by tl 
feelings, which the recipient may have towar 
us. God so loved us, that, while we were y 
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sinners, Christ died for us. When we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God, by the 
death of his Son. Thus, our blessed Saviour 
spent his life in doing good to his bitterest ene- 
mies, unmoved by the most atrocious and roost 
malignant injustice. So, we are commanded to 
bless those that curse us, do good to those that 
hate us, and pray for those that despitefully use 
us, and persecute us. 

The reasons, aside from the example of God, 
which enforce this duty upon us, are various. 
Some of them are the following : 

1. God has made it the condition of the par- 
don of our offences against him. " If ye forgive 
not men their trespasses, neither will your heav- 
enly father forgive your trespasses." Read the 
parable of the two servants. Matt, xviii. 23— 
35. 

2. Those virtues, which are called into ex- 
ercbe, by ill treatment from our fellow men, are 
those which exhibit the highest moral excel- 
lence, and are most essential to that character 
which fits us for heaven. Such are meekness, 
patience, forgiveness. It is to such tempers of 
mind, that a special blessing is promised. 

The virtues which man rewards, may proceed 
finom the love and the fear of man. It is those, 
Iwr the exercise of which we can expect no re- 
ward firom men, that are the proper evidence of 
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our love and obedience to God, Thus 
that these virtues are held forth to us, as 
evidences of true piety. See our Lord's 
scription of the last judgment, in Matthew 
" Inasmuch as ye have done it, (that is me: 
unto the very least of these, ye have doi 
unto me." 

I might add, that the law of benevol 
applies to man as man ; that is, to man 
spective of any of the temporary relatioi 
which he may stand to us. It makes no m 
whether he be of our kindred or of anoth< 
fellow citizen or an alien, a christian or an 
del, it is enough that he is a man; anc 
entitles him, under the law of God, to ali 
benefits of the law of benevolence. Na' 
one sense, the fewer the ties that bind hii 
us, the more glorious is the act of good 
because it is under these circumstances, thj 
can cherish the least hope of reward ; and 
more evident will be the proof of our disi 
estedness. It would have been noble in I 
ard to have visited the prisons of England a 
but it was more noble to extend his inquiri 
those of France, the national enemy of Eng 
It would have been glorious to have di 
njartyr to the cause of benevolence at h 
but how much more so was it, to die in a re; 
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province of the Russian empire, in a town, of 
which the existence would scarcely be remem- 
bered, but for the fact, that it witnessed his last 
deeds of mercy, and guards his sacred remains, 
until the morning of the resurrection. 

If this command is given to man, I see not 
why it is not equally obligatory on nations* 
They seem to me to be under the same ob- 
ligations to conduct towards each other on the 
principles of benevolence, as individuals ; that 
is, to make it a fundamental principle of their 
policy, to do each other good, by all the means 
which God has placed in their power. 

We shall, in the succeeding chapter, treat of 
benevolence to the unhappy, to the wicked, 
and to the injurious. 



Questions. 

1. Do we perform our whole duty, if we 
amply abstain from injuring others ? Illustrate 
this by an example of your own. 

2. If we merely abstain from injury, what 
dass of duties do we perform, and what class 
do we omit ? 

3. How do you feel towards those, that will 
db nothing for others more than merely abstain 
fiom injury ? 

4L How do you feel towards those, who en- 
19* 
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deavor to do all the good they can to otheB, 
whether they be friends or enemies ? 

5. What should these feelings teach you ? 

6. What are the precepts of the blessed 
Saviour on this subject ? , 

7. What was the example of the blessed 
Saviour ? 

8. What do we learn from the example of 
God towards us ? 

9. Suppose God were to bestow no favors 
upon W5, but those that we have deservedj 
what would be our condition ? 

10. What favors does he bestow upon us, 
that we have really deserved ? 

11. In what manner has God connected the 
forgiveness of our own offences, with our Ibr- 
giveness of those of others ? 

12. Which class of virtues are most accept- 
able to God ; those of reciprocity, or those of 
benevolence ? 

13. How many reasons can you give for 
this? 

14. How extensive are our obligations to 
benevolence ? 

15. In what respect does the law of benev- 
olence apply to nations ? 

16. Were nations to act upon this principle 
towards each other, what effect would it pro- 
duce upon war ? 



CHAPTER II. 

Section I. 

Benevolence to the Necessitous. 

A man may be necessitous from poverty, 
&om sickness, or decrepitude, or from igno- 
rance. 

Simple poverty, in general, so long as a 
man has the ability to labor, does not render 
him an object of charity. If a man does not 
possess the means of subsistence, he should 
work for them. What we are generally re- 
quired to do, in such a case, is, to furnish men 
with work, and thus enable them to support 
themselves. It is no kindness either to the 
mdividual, or to society, to support him in 
idleness. Such is the nature of the benevo- 
leilce of God. While he bestows the means 
gf support upon all,^giving us food and bar- 
Tests, he still gives them, only as the result of 
labor. The apostle Paul, also taught, that if 
ft man would not work, neither should he eat. 

To this, however, there are exceptions. 
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Thus, a family may, by the providence of God, 
be deprived of their, means of labor. Such 
cases arise from shipwreck, from fire, from floo£|| 
or sometimes from the want of employment, in 
manufacturing districts. In gemeral, when the 
providence of God, and sot a man's idleness, 
renders him necessitous, he is by this act of 
God, pointed out to us, as an object of benev- 
olence. Another jexception is, where the labor 
of parents is insuflScient for the support of 
their children. Such is the case, very fre- 
quently, where widows are left with several 
small children, and still more impressively, 
when children have lost both of their parents. 
In both cases, some, or kll must perish, if the 
aid of benevolence do not interpose. 

2. Sickness, Here the providence of God 
takes away a man's ability to labor, and he 
needs, more than ever, the comforts which la- 
bor provides. Without assistance, the rich 
would then suffer ; how much more must this 
be the case with the poor. When such claims 
as these are made upon our charity, not. only 
our pecuniary bounty, but our personal assist- 
ance should be freely rendered. 

3. Old Age. Though old age is not al- 
ways accompanied with sickness, it generally 
is by decrepitude, and frequently with loneli- 
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ness. Whatever it is in oar power to do, to 
mitigate the pains, and feilleviate the burdens of 
ii^, is manifestly a duty of benevolence, and 
in some sort, of filial affection. 

Such are the instances, under this head, 
i^hich demand our benevolence. The rules to 
be observed are easily to be seen. 

1 . The poor, who, either by sickness or old 
age, are unable to labor at all, should be whol' 
ly supported. 

2. The poor, who, by sickness, old age or 
orphanage are able only in part to support 
themselves, should he assisted. 

3. Those who are unable immediately to 
obtain work, should be relieved for the present ; 
iand work should be procured for them. The 
greatest kindness to any roan is, to enable him 
to help himself. 

5. It is a very great act of^ kindness^ fd 
provide means, by which the poor may be en- 
abled to preserve and accumulate their small 
earnings, such as savings' banks, and institu- 
tions of this sort. These are the true means 
of rendering the industrious, independent ; 
and they have laid the foundations of the for- 
tunes of thousands. 

So far as the benefactor is concerned, it is to 
be remarked : 
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1. That the daty of benevolenoe b imposed 
apoD all. E^ery one maj not be aUe to be- 
stow money upon others, but every man may 
render assbtance, in some form, to the dis- 
tressed ; andy every man may show sympathy 
with the afflicted. Children may be benevo- 
lent, as well as men and women. If they 
would devote a part of the money ivtiich they 
spend in toys, to purchase food for the sick ; 
or, if they were to share their comforts and 
delicacies with their poorer neighbors, it would 
be a most excellent mode of improving them- 
selves in virtue. 

2. Those modes of benevolence whicb bring 
us into immediate contact with the suflferers, 
are always to be preferred. It is much better 
to bestow charity ourselves, than to give it to 
others to bestow ; though, to give it to others 
to bestow, is better than not to give it at all. 
Nothing has a better effect upon our hearts, 
nothing tends more to awaken gratitude to 
God, than personal sympathy with the dis- 
tresses of our fellows. 

3. And, lastly, inasmuch as charity should 
be a religious service, like prayer ; it should be 
as much as possible in private. Our alms 
should be in secret, and our Father who seeth 
in secret, will, himself, reward us openly. 
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Of EdiJcation. 

Every one must see how great a migfortune 
it is to be unable to read and write and cipher. 
A person who is thus ignorant, has scarcely 
any nieans of acquiring knowledge, and can 
neither read the Word of God, nor even read 
a letter sent to him by a friend. It must then 
be very pleasing to God, for those who under- 
stand these branches of knowledge, to teach 
those who are ignorant. 

A very excellent opportunity of this kind is 
afforded in the Sabbath Schools, which exist in 
almost every town in our country. Every 
young person, who desires to cultivate benev- 
olence, and to obey God, ought to engage in 
this excellent charity. The good that we 
may do, in thus rescuing a child from igno- 
rance and vice, is incalculable. 

And, besides this, these schools afford us 
an opportunity of instructing the young, not 
only in human learning, but also in the Bible, 
which contains the only knowledge that can 
save their souls. What can be more pleasing 
to God, than to behold young persons, show- 
ing their gratitude for the favors which they 
have received, by immediately conferring the 
same (dLYOXfi upon others. 
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Questions* 

1. Suppose a strong and healthy man, asks 
me for money ; am 1 under obligation, simply 
because he is without money, to give lum any? 
Why? 

2. What ought I to do for him ? 

3. Is it better to give him woi^ or maasf ? 
Why? 

4. What example have I to justify this ? 

5. Suppose, however, I found that this man's 
house had been burnt down last night, and all 
his family's clothing and food consumed ; what 
ought 1 then to do ? 

6. Suppose, by some act of God, all the 
manufactories in my neighborhood were stop- 
ped, and the laborers could get no work ; what 
ought I to do ? 

7. Suppose a widow has been left with sev- 
eral small children, and it required a dollar a 
day to support them, while she could, with all 
her labor, earn but half a dollar a day. Is she 
an object of charity, and to what amount ? 

8. What is our duty to the sick and afflicted } 

9. What does Christ teach us on this subject/ 
Where does he speak on this subject ? 

10. Does his precept enjoin any thing besides 
the giving of money ? 

11. Are the poor under obligation to be be 
nevolent ? 
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12. How can tfaey be benevolent without 
money ? 

13. Why is it better to relieve a sufferer 
ourselves^ than to give money to another to 
relieve him ? 

14. Why should charity be in secret ? 

15. Is there any charity m teaching others? 
Why? 

16. Have young persons any particular 
means of charity which devolve specially upon 
them ? 



Section II. 
Benevolence to the Wicked. 

So far as we have gone^ we have considered 
solely our duty to those who are unhappy. We 
now come to consider our duty to another class ; 
those that are wicked. 

We have seen^ that if a man is unhappy 
from sickness, or age, or poverty, it is our duty 
to relieve him. But a wicked man b unhappy 
in the very worst sense ; for there is no misery 
so great as sin. And stili more, he is always 
the cause of wickedness in others. He is like 
a man sick with*ik>me infectious disease, wUeh 
20 
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he is in danger of communicating to all that are 
around him. And still more, the pains of this 
life terminate at death, but the pains of sin, at 
death, are infinitely increased, and are, after 
that, incapable of cure, forever. 

Now, all these considerations teach us, that 
a wicked man, is, above all others, an object of 
pity. And hence, it is our special duty, to try 
to benefit him, by rendering him virtuous. 

Many people say that if a man be wicked, 
we should shun him and let him alone. This 
is true, in one sense. We should not make him 
our companion, we should not put ourselves in 
danger of learning his wicked habits. If a man 
is a drunkard, we should not go and drink with 
him ; if a man is profane, we should not asso- 
ciate with him. Ail this is so ; but thb is no 
reason why we should not try to reclaim the 
drunkard, and teach the profane person to fear 
an oath. It is one thing, to adopt men as our 
friends and associates, and another thing to try 
to do them good. 

The duties which we owe to men who are 
wicked, are the following. 

1 . We should consider them, when in afflic- 
tion or distress, to be as truly objects of our 
pity as other men. That we should feel at 
much pleasure in relieving them, as in relieving 
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the virtuous, is perhaps impossible. But this 
does not show, that it is not as much our duty 
to do so. 

2. We should by all means in our power> 
labor to reclaim them from vice. 

This may be done : 

1. By example. By acting virtuously our- 
selves, we administer the kindest, and frequently 
the most effectual reproof to the vicious. If 
we are in their company, therefore, we should 
always resolutely show, that we are on the side 
of virtue, and have no sympathy with vice. 
Though they may ridicule us, and dislike us, 
yet love to them, should teach us to bear this, 
patiently, for their good. 

2. By precept. We should, by suitable 
conversation, endeavor to convince men of the 
evil of their course, and urge and encourage 
them to return to virtue. Advice of this sort, is 
generally, vastly more effective, if given in pri- 
vate. 

3. As the truths of religion are, by far, the 
most efficient agents in restoring men to virtue, 
we should use all proper means to circulate 
them among men, not only by conversation, but 
also by the distribution of religious books, and 
specially of the Scriptures. 

4. As all men are our brethren, and all men 
need moral assistance, it is, manifestly, our im* 
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penuire doty to ledsdm the incked, as widely 
as possible. As, by br the greater part <x 
ineo, are utteriy igooraat of the way of saWa- 
tioo ; hence, it is our impcNtant duty, to send 
the gospel every where, to the destitute. 

5. Such is the darkoess of the mbd of man, 
and they are so obstinately bent on dcmig wrong, 
that we can hope for little success in this mode 
of benevolence, iinthout the assistance of a 
higher power. God has promised to grant this 
assistance, in answer to prayer. Hence, it is 
also our particular duty, to pray for the influ- 
ences of the Spirit of God, to attend our labors, 
and the labors of all who are engaged in the 
work of benefitUng roanUnd. 

Questions. 

1. Why is a wicked man an object of be- 
nevolence ? 

2. Why is he, specially , an object of benev- 
olence ? 

3. If it is our duty to shun the wicked, bow 
can it be our duty to seek after them, and try to 
reclaim them? 

4. Suppose a wicked man is sick, or has bro- 
ken his leg; does his wickedness excuse me 
from the duties of benevolence ? 

5. If men are wicked, should we follow their 
bad example 7 
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6. What reason does their wickedness offer, 
why we should set them a good example ? 

7. Is there any benevolence in persuading 
tnen to be virtuous ? How can you show this 
to be benevolent ? 

8. What are the most efficacious means of 
rendering men better ? 

9. Do all men need this kind of benevolence? 

10. How wide is the limit of this means of 
doing good ? 

11. Have we any reason to hope that God 
will, in a special manner, assist our efforts to 
make men better, if we ask him to do it ? 

12. What duty devolves upon us, in conse- 
quence of his assurance to this effect ? 



Section IU. 
Benevolence to the Injurious. 

We now proceed to another case. Suppose 
a person to be injurious ; that is, suppose that 
besides being wicked, he has been wicked to 
us ; that is, has injured us. What is our duty 
to him in such a case ? 

1. Inasmuch as the action is wicked, it 
should excite our moral disapprobation as truly, 
as if it were done to any one else. We should, 
20* 
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tmder aD ciicuiustai cc, dfalike Yice, and lofte 

Tirtue. 

2. Bat, if we ooi»der the peison iiwirff, 
inasnifich as be is wicked, he is unfaappj, and 
hence we are bouDd to {nty and to lefieve; that 
is, if possible to wefdan huD. 

3. As the injurj b done to m, it b mnr doty 
Xoforgyot Am. This is the duty spedaDy le- 
quired of us, by oar blessed Samor. If ye 
forgive not men their trespasses, DMher wDl 
your heavenly Father forgive yoor ti espaases. 
On oar obedience to this oommand, dioefiiie, 
is suspended oar only hope of salvation. 

4. As the injury is done to as, it presents 
m with a special opportunity <^ dc^g good to 
the injurious person, hy setting before him an 
example of goodness. Hence, it is our duty 
to overcome bis evil by good ; that is, by treat- 
ing him with special kindness, and manifesting 
a special regard for his happiness. Thus says 
our blessed Saviour, bless them that curse you, 
do good to them that hate you, and pren/ for 
them that despiiefvUy use you and persecute 
you. 

How much bettter is this way of settling dif- 
Oculties, than that of retaliation. In this mode, 
both parties are made better; by retaliation, 
both are made worse. By the one, injuries 
would be multiplied without end ; by die other, 
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they cease, immediately, by the mere exercise 
of goodness. 

While this, however, is the case, it does not 
prevent us from taking the proper means for 
punishing men, who, not only offend against us, 
but also offend against society. If a man break 
into my house, it does^not follow, froth what has 
been said, that I should not take proper means 
to have him put in prison. Otherwise, he might 
go on robbing to the end of his life, which would 
be the greatest misfortune, both to him, and to 
others. While I may forgive hira for the inju- 
ries done to me, and use all means to reclaim 
htm, my duty to others, as well as to him, obli- 
ges me to take such means, as may prevent his 
going on in his course of wickedness. 

But, on the other hand, society should look 
upon him, as a being whom it is their duty to 
improve. Hence, prisoners should be always 
treated humanely, and be comfortably clothed, 
and fed, and every means should be used to 
render them virtuous. Prisons would thus be 
schools of moral reformation, and would be the 
^teatest possible blessing, both to the wicked 
themselves, and to the rest of the community. 

Houses of refuge for juvenile delinquents 
have been a most valuable blessing to the com- 
mubity, and have saved hundreds of youth from 
destruction. All prisons should be of the same 
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character, and would then, I believe, be atten« 
ded with the same result. 



Questions. 

1. What do you mean by an injurious man r 

2. What feelings should we have to a bad 
action, by which we have been injured ? 

3. What feelings should we have towards the 
jferson himself, who has injured us ? 

4. What special duty devolves upon u«, in/ 
cTistinction from others, from the fact that we 
bave been injured ? 

6. What good can we derive from an injury ? 

6. Are there any virtues called into exer- 
cise, by injury more than by any other cause ? 

7. What do you mean by retaliation ? Give 
an example. 

8. Give an example of retaliation, and of 
overcoming evil with good. 

9. Which produces the best effect upon the 
injurious person ? 

10. Which is the best way of repaying inju- 
ry? 

11. Does this prevent us from punbhing men 
who violate the laws of society ? 

12. Is it, or is it not, for the good of an 
offender himself, to ne punished ? 

13. With what end should prisons be con- 
'^-ted and governed ? 



CHAPTER IIL 

OF OUR DUTIES TO BBUTE8. 

BbuteS) like ourselves, are sensitive beingi ; 
that is, tbejr are capable of pteasiire or pain, 
probably, to as great a degree as we are« 
They di^r from us, principally, in being des- 
titute of the moral faculty. They do not 
know right from wrong. 

They are not, however, on a level with us. 
Hence, they cannot claim the right of reci- 
procity. We are at liberty to diminish their 
means of happiness, or to take their lives for 
our own happiness, if our necessities, and, fre- 
quently, if our innocent conveniences, demand 
it. God has given them to us for food ; and, 
hence, has placed their lives in our power. 
But, we have no right to use this power for 
any other purposes, or in any other manner, 
than as he has permitted. Thus, 

1. We may take their lives for food, if we 
need it. A man may slay a bullock, if he 
needs it to eat, but he has no right to kill 
onie for sport. A man on a prairie may shoot 
a deer, or a bu&lo, if he wants the flesh for 
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focdi or the skin ibr dothiog, but he hi8 no 
right to do it fi»r the purpose of impioviDg Iw 
skill in marks-manship. So, if we wish « bini 
foribody it is .dg^^jshpotil; but k is not nihl 
to shoot it waqtonly, or fix amusement. Whj 
should we #ir « mjGjmentnij: pleasuff^ deprive 
the poor brute of all the blessmes of existence. 

Jk- We may use tbenr farvMKTt •M-m w 
hmes for the dqi^or finr the widle. 
' 3. But while we thus use iheffb,. we ■# 
bound to use them kindly^ and subject then lo 
no unneoo^nuy fatigue, and to no upneofiwsiy 
pain. If our neceisity require:. a -hone to. tie 
o?erdri?eny ps for instance,, to pieeerye life, tf 
to accomplish important business, we am it 
liberty to overdrive it. But we hare no right 
to do this for our own pleasure, or for the sake 
of gambling On the speed of animals. 

4. Hence, all amusements which consist in 
inflicting pain upon animals, such as horse-ra- 
cing, bull-baiting, cock-figbting, are purely 
wicked. God never gave us power over ani- 
mals, for such purposes. I can conceive of no 
spectacle more revolting, than that of an as- 
sembly of intelligent beings, collected to witness 
the misery, which two brutes inflict upon each 
other. Surely nothing can tend more direct- 
ly, to harden men mto worse than brutal S^ 
rocity. 



QUESTIONS. 239 

Questions. 

1. What is the difference between a brute 
uid a man ? 

2. In what respect, are brutes and men sim- 
ilar to each other ? 

3. What risjht have wo over them ? Give 
an example in your own language. 

4. Would it be right to shoot a robin, to 
see how correctly you could take aim ? 

5. Under what circumstances, would it be 
innocent to shoot a bird ? 

6. Suppose a physician were called to see 
a patient who must die, if not relieved immedi- 
ately ; would it be innocent for him to drive 
his horse to death, in order to save the patient ? 

7. Would it be right to drive him thus, on 
a wager? 

8. But the horse in both cases is his own 
property ; what makes the difference ? 

9. Is it right for young persons to set bruto 
animals to^hting? Why? 



I 
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'3 OF MORAL SCIENCE, J 

i, and adapted to the Ust of Schools and Jtcadaaies. \ 
e Author, Francis WiTi-iini, D. D., Prefiident of } 
□ University, Eind Professor of Moral Philosophy. \ 



.OPINION OP THE PRESS. 
Since the appearance of the second edition ofthS largprwork 
ihich we hiie been noticing, Dr. Waylnnd has published an 
bridgment fnr the use ofschoolB. Of this slfp we can luirdly 
peak loo highly. It is, as we have already staled, more than 
iiiie that the study of Moral Philosophy ehould be introdaced 
nto all OUT institutions of education. We are happj to see the 
ray so auspiciously o^ned for such an introduction. It has 
ieen"not merely otridj-ed, but also j-e-imMen." We cannot 
lUl regard the labor as all well bestowed. The difficulty of 
lioosing words and examples so as to make them intelligible 
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and intereiting to the child, is very great. The niccew with 
which Dr. Wayland appears to have overcome it, ia in the high- 
est degree grati^ing. We have no doubt that its circulation 
and utility will &r more than repay its author for the pains he 
\ has taken with it. — North American Review. 

\ We speak that we do know, when we express our hijgh esti- 
\ mate ot Dr. Wayland's abili^ in teaching Moral Philosophy, 

> whether orally, or by the book. Having listened to his instruc- 
\ tions in this interesting department, we can attest how lofty are 
\ the principles, how exact and severe the argumentation, how 
{ appropriate and strong the illustrations, which characterize his 

> system, and enforce it on the mind. — Chrigtian Witness, 

\ The work of which this volume is an abridgment, is well < 
known as one of the best and most complete works on Moral j 
Philosophy extant — and is in a fair way of superseding Paley, as l 
a text-book in our higher seminaries. The author is well known i 
as one of the most profound scholars of the age. That the study \ 
of Moral Science, a science which teaches goodness^ should be *' 
a branch of education, not only in our colleges, but in our 
schools and academies, we believe will not 1^ denied. The 
abridgment of this work seems to us admirably calculated fbr 
the purpose, and we hope it will be extensively applied to the 
purposes for which it was intended. — Mercantile Journal, ^ 

It is a work of the highest and purest order of intellect. It ii i 
, metaphysics reduced to practical common sense, and made sub- 1 
\ servient to Christianity. The original work has acquired for its \ 

{>rofound and philosophic author, a large addition to his intel- \ 
ectual reputation, and the abridgment, which is entirely re'torit- > 
ten, compresses the whole substance in a duodecimo of 240 i 
pages, clearly arranged, and judiciously adapted to common un- ' 
derstandings. It would be a valuable addition to our high 
schools. — Vaily Advocate. 

^ So far as we have been able to examine the two works of Dr. « , 
\ Wayland, we must say, that we are quite as well pleased with !^ 
\ the smaller as with the larger. The work, the author himself ; i 
^ says, has been not merely abridged ; it has been re-toriUen, It \ \ 
is written in a style well suited to the comprehension of youth. ' 
The illustrations are apt and striking. The work is divided into \ 
. short chapters, as it should be, to suit for a class-book for the \ 
\ young. Each chapter is followed by questions for the aid of the ' 

> teacher, rather than of the learner. — Christian Secretary ^ Hart- ! 
\ ford, 

> We hail the abridgment as admirably adapted to supply the ' 

> deficiency which has long been felt in common school educa- ! 
' **on, — ^the study of moral obligation. — Evening Gazette* ^ 
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JUST PUBLISHED, 

THE FOURTH EDITION OF THE 

tf EITTS OF MORAL SCIEITCE. ^ 

BY FRANCIS WAYLAND, D. D. 

snt of Brown Univerai^, wid ProfetMor of Moral Philotophy. 



rk hu been extensively wid favorably reviewed In the leading 

of the day, and haa ahready been adt^ited aa a clasa-book in 

le collegiate, theological, and academical institationa of the 

fr thoronghly revised, improved, and handsomely sterao^ped, 
ed a pemutnent work. 




le Literary and Theological Review, by LaonAMD Woods, Jr] 

I a new work on morals, for academic use, and we 
it with much satisfaction. It is the result of several 
lection and experience in teaching, on the part of its 
tinguished autnor ; and if it is not in every respect 
what we could wish, yet, in the most important re- 
supplies a want which has been extensively felt. ^ It is, 
:, substantially i » • - *• ^ -- f---—*- . 

g comprehensive 
J purposes of ini 

have for a long time been dissatis^ed with existing \ 
s, particularly the work of Paley . The style is simple ^ 
acuous, and at the same time manly and forcible. It is ^ 
nt merit of Uie author, that he has made a system of 

morals. We consider the work as greatly superior 
tiie books hitherto in use, for academic instruction. 

1 Biblical Repertory and Theological Review, Princeton, N. J.] 

il every well-designed effort to improve owa \awsrw\»dL!^ 
Science. The work of Dr. tVayUiid \&Aa vtvufti^ 
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gradually from the necessity of correcting the false principles 
and fallacious reasonings of Paley. It is a radical mistake in 
^ the education of youth, to permit any book to be used by stu- 
\ dents as a text-book, which contains erroneous doctrines, 
\ especially when these are fundamental, and tend to vitiate the 
5 whole system of morals. We have been greatly pleased with 

> the method which President Wayland has adopted : he goes 
\ back to the simplest and most fundamental principles; he takes 
\ nothing for granted but truths which cannot be denied ; and in 
^ the statement of his views he unites perspicuity with concise- 
^ ness and precision. In all the author's leading fundamental 
\ principles we entirely concur. 

\ 

> [From Rev. Leonard Woods, D. D., Theological Seminary, Andover.] 

\ It is with pleasure that I comply with your request in regard 

\ to Dr. Way land's work on Moral Philosophy. I will sav, in 

^ brief, that, so far as I have perused the work, I am more entirely 

\ pleased with it than with any work of the kind with which I 

\ am acquainted ; and it is my opinion, that, with the reyisionB 

\ which the author will, of course, make in subsequent editioiu, 

V it will be suited, in an eminent degree, to be useful in cor 

\ academies, colleges, and theological seminaries. 

5 [From Rev. Wilbur Fisk, President of the Wesleyan University, lOddlr- 
c town, Conn.] 

\ I have examined, with great satisfaction and interest, the 
\ " Elements of Moral Science," from your press, by Dr. Way- 
J land. The work was greatly needed, and is well executed. Dr. ; 
\ Wayland deserves, and I doubt not will receive, the grateful 
\ acknowledgments and liberal patronage of the public. I need 
^ say nothing further to express my high estimate of the work, 
\ than that we shall immediately adopt it as a text-book in oar 
\ university. 



: 



[From Hon. James Kent, late Chancellor of the State of New York.] 

The work by President Wayland (the " Elements of Moral ; 
Science") has been read by me attentively and thoroughly} 
and I think very highly of it. The author himself is one of toe 
most estimable of men, and I do not know of any ethical treatiae 
in which our duties to God, and to our fellow-men, are laid 
^ down with more precision, simplicity, clearness, energy, and 
\ truth. I think they are placed on the soundest foundatioiu'i 
\ and thougii I may not, perhaps, assent to every thing he sayf| 
^ yet I have no hesitation in declarinff it to be worthy of the at* 
\ tention of tlie general reader, and the patronage of th(Mie initi- 
I tutiona in which moral philosophy is taught. 
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PALEY^ THEOLOGY, Tenik EdiHon, aiustrated by 
Forty Plates, and Selections from the Notes of Dr. 
F^octon ; with additional Notes, original and selected, for i 
this Edition ; with a Vocabulary of Scientific Terms. { 
Eklited by an eminent Physician of Boston. 

This work is now used as a Text-Book, in moot of the CoHefee through- 
oat the country. The addition of forty iUuttraUont by Paxton, with notea ^ 
by mn eminent Physician of Boston, cannot bat enhance its value. The de- 
mand for this wcnrk has more than doubled the last year. 

OPINION OF THE PRESS. 

The work before us is ODe which deserves rather to be stud- 
led, than merely read. Indeed, without dilicnent attention and 
study, neither the excellences of it can be fuUy discovered, nor 
its advantages realized. It is therefore gratifying to find it in- 
troduced, as a text-book, into the colleges and literary institu- 
tions of our country. 

The edition before us is superior to any we have seen, — and, 
we believe, superior to any that has yet been published. On the 
whole, we have seldom received a volume with more pleasure 
than this, or one which we can more cordially recommend to the 
public. — Spirit of the PUgrims, 

Perhaps no one of our author's works gives greater satisfac- \ 
tion to all classes of readers, — the youn^the ofi, the ignorant, \ 
and the enlightened, — than the Natural xheology. Indeed, we > 
recollect no hook in which the arguments for the exbtence and 
attributes of the Supreme Being, to be drawn from his works, 
are exhibited in a manner more attractive and more convincing. 
The vocabulary of scientific terms appended to the volume by \ 
the editor, will be found very convenient to most readers ; and \ 
the few notes which he has given, are so appropriate, judicious, \ 
and well written, that we regret that he has not fiivored us with \i 
more. The plates, no doubt, add to the interest of the work, even ^ \ 
where the argument was sufficiently intelligible without them, \ \ 
and serve to impress on the memory tlie statements they are in- 
tended to illustrate. — Christian Examiner. 

We hail the appearance of this edition of Paley's Theology 
with unfeigned pleasure. No man is an atheist afler reading the 
work. Infidelity changes its character, and becomes downright 
and wilfiil opposition to the truth, after it has gone over the 
pages before us. We recommend to all the young men who 
may see Uiis article to procure a copy of it forthwith ; we advise 
parents to procure it for their sons and for i]be\x &6.u|^D\et%. — 
Trumpet, 
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THE CLASS BOOK OF NATURAL THEOL( 
or the Testimony of Nature to tlje Being, Perfec 
and Grovernment of G<)d. By the Rev. Henry Ferc 
Revised, enlarged, and adapted to Paxton's Illustra 
\ with Notes, selected and original, Biographical Notice 
^ a Vocabulary of Scieutific Temis. By tlie Rev. Chj 

> Henry Alden, A. M., Principal of the Philadelphia 
\ School for Young Ladies. 

\ OPINION OF THE PRESS. 

J We are glad to see this work of Fergus brought befo 
\ public with advantages likely to engage attention, and s 
\ promote its usefulness. We are especially pleased, that tl 
^ been done by one wboie reputation and devotion in the 
S of female education will be a sufficient recommendation c 
\ those whom it seems to have been his particular design to 
^ fit. A growing attention to this branch of education, an 
J siderable improvements in it, have of late appeared. 
\ The book, as now presented, is better fitted for a class b< 
\ natural theology, than any with which we are acquainted. 

> style of it is tree and easy, yet concise, and withal excee 
\ chaste and classical, — the production of a well-disciplined 
,\ stored and pure mind. The author treats of the origin 
\ world, the evidences of design in nature, the perfections 

V Deity. These, and his various topics, are illustrated b;; 
\ ton's admirable plates, heretofore published in connection 
\ Dr. Paley's work on the same subject. These, togethe 
^ the notes and explanations of the American editor, are 
\ tant additions, and contain much valuable information. £ 
S these, there is inserted a lecture of Dr. Mitchell, of Ph 
J phia, on " the wisdom of God in the formation of water," 

> is consonant with the general spirit of the work, and abou 
\ wise and happy reflections. — Episcopal Recorder. 

^ The general plan of the work is excellent, and the det? 

V far as we can judge, are good. We take a delight in ru 
\ our eye over such a work as this ; it reconciles us with o 
\ and vindicates " the ways of God to man." It serves to a" 
^ curiosity in the young student, to extend and gratify in 
\ and to lead him from tlie objects of creation around hii 
\ Him in whom we live, and move, and have our being." 

^ most admirable study for schools. " The proper study of 
\ kind is man." — United States Gazette. 

> We do not hesitate to pronounce the work one of th 
\ class books we have examined. It must have an ext< 

I saJe when known.— Journal of BeiXu Lettres. 
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^G LADIES' CLASS BOOK; a Selection of 
2SS0I1S for Reading, in Prose and Verse. By Eben- 
AiLEY, A. M., Principal of the Young Ladies' High 
Boston. Fifteenth Stereotype Edition. 

to give this work a more extended circulation, — notwithfltanding 
now great, — the publishers have determined to rxdupx thb 
3rder to remove every obstaclt in fbe way of its being introduced 
•female schools throughout the country* 

n the Principals of the Public Schools for Females, Boston.] 

»men, — We have examined the Young Ladies* Class \ 
th interest and pleasure ; — with interest, because we \ 
the want of a Reading Book expressly designed for the - 
pmales ; and with pleasure, because we have found it 
ated to supply the deficiency. In the selections for a 
3signed for boys, the eloquence of the bar, the pulpit, 
'orum, may be laid under heavy contribution ; but such 
8, we conceive, are out of place m a book designed for fe- 
We have been pleased, therefore, to observe that in the 
.adies' Class Book such pieces are rare. The high- 
)rality, the freedom from nectarianism, the taste, rich- 
odMptation of the selections, added to the neatness of 
nal appearance, must commend it to all ; while the 
teacher will not fail to observe that diversity of style, 
with those peculiar pointSj the want of wnich, few, 
2 not felt, know how to supply. 

Respectfully yours, Abraham Andrews, 

Charles Fox, 
Barnum FielDi 
R. G. Parker. 

om the Principal of the Mount Vernon School, Boston.] 

J examined with much interest the Young Ladies* 
•ok, by Mr. Bailey, and have been very highly pleased 
jontents. It is my intention to introduce it into my 
>ol, as I regard it as not only remarkably well fitted to 
;s particular object as a book of exercises in the art of . 
, but as calculated to have an influence upon the char- < 
1 conduct, which will be in every respect favorable. > 

Vernon School. Jacob Aa^oiT. \ 
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]^ The meriu of the two foUowing valuable worlui, by Rev. J. L. Blake, ' 
have become so well known, and they are lo extensively uaed in mottof 
our schools and academies, that testimony in their fitvor need hardly be 
produced. We however subjoin a specimen of the numerous testimo- 
nials that have been received, in order to aid those who may never have 
seen the works to decide upon their merits. 



i TJLAKE'S NATURAL PHILOSOPHY, JSTew EdUion, 
j' -^-^ Enlarged; beinff ConversatioDS on Philosophy, with 
\ the addition of Explanatory Notes, Questions for Exami- 
i nation, and a Dictionary of Philosophical Terms. With 
c twenty-eight Steel Engravings. By Rev. J. L. Blakx, 
< A. M. 

Perhaps no work has contributed so much as this to excite a fondness 
for the study of Natural Philosophy in youthful minds. The familiar 
comparisons with which it abounds, awaken interest, and rivet the attea- 
tion of the pupil. It is introduced, with great success, into the Public 
Schools in Boston. | 

I have been highly gratified with the perusal of your edition ; 
of Conversations on Natural Philosophy. The Questions, Notes, ' 
^ and Explanations of Terms, are yaluable additions to the work, 
> and make this edition superior to any other with wluch I am 
\ acquainted. I shall recommend it wherever I haye an oppor- 
\ tunity . — Rev. Jasper AdMms, President of Charleston CaUege, S. C 

\ We avail ourselves of the opportunity furnished us by the 
^ publication of a new edition of this deservedly popular work, 
to recommend it, not only to those instructors who may not 
already have adopted it, but also generally to all readers who 
are desirous of obtaining information on the subjects on which 
it treats. By Questions arranged at the bottom of the pages, 
in which the collateral facts are arranged, he directs the atten> 
tion of the learner to the principal topics. Mr. Blake has also 
^ added many Notes, which illustrate the passages to which they 
% are appended, and the Dictionary of Philosophical Terms is a 
S useful addition. — United States LUerary Gazette. 



\ 



\ TJLAKE'S FIRST BOOK IN ASTRONOMY. De- 

i -^^ signed for the Use of Common Schools. Blustrated 
by Steel-Plate Engrayings. By Rey. J. L. Blake, A. M. 

Mr. Edward Hinckley , Professor of Mathematics in the Uni- 
y versity of Maryland^ writes as foUowa •. — I am much indebted 
"- vou £oi a copy of the Rey. 3. "L. 'BVs2te'%Tw*.'^«»V m 
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Astror omy. It is a work of utility and merit, far superior to \ 
an)r other which I have seen, with regard to the purposes for > 
which it is designed. The author has selected his topics with \ 
great judgment, — arranged them in admirable order, — exhibited \ 
them in a style and manner at once tasteful and philosophical. ^ 
Nothing seems wanting — nothing redundant. It is truly a J 
very beautiful and attractive book, calculated to afford both ^ 
pleasure and profit to all who may enjoy the advantage of > 
perusing it. J 

\ 
The illustrations, both pictorial and verbal, are admirably in- \ 
telligibl^ ; and the definitions are such as to be easily compre- \ 
hended by juvenile scholars. The author has interwoven with > 
his scientific instructions much interesting historical informa- s 
tion, and contrived to dress his phUosophy in a garb truly i 
attractive. — JS'ew York Daily Evening Journal. \ 

Mr. Bamum Fieldj Principaf. of the Hancock Grammar \ 
School, Boston, says to the publishers. May 13 : — I know of no \ 
other work on Astronomy, so well calculated to interest and > 
instruct young learners in this sublime science. I believe > 
that, when its merits are fully known, it will become a valuable \ 
auxiliary in the cause of education. % 

We are free to say that it is, in our opinion, decidedly the S 
best work we have any knowledge of, on the sublime and in- \ 
teresting subject of Astronomy. The engravings are executed J 
in a superior style, and the mechanical appearance of the book > 
is extremely prepossessing. The knowledge imparted is in 
Izinguage at once chaste, elegant and simple, — adapted to the 
comprehension of those for vvhom it is designed. The subject 
matter is selected with great judgment, and evinces uncommon 
industry and research. We earnestly hope that parents and 
teachers will examine and judge for themselves, as we feel 
confident they will coincide with us in opinion. We only 
hope the circulation of the work will be commensurate with its 
merits. — Boston Evening Gazette, 

The book now before us contains forty-two short lessons, with 
a few additional ones, which are appended in the form of prob- % 
lems, with a design to exercise the young learner in finding out \ 
the latitude and longitude on the terrestrial globe. We do not 
hesitate to recommend it to the notice of the superintending 
committees, teachers, and pupils of our public schools. The 
definitions in the first part of the volume are given in brief 
and clear language, adapted to the understanding of beginners. — 
State Herald, Portsmouth. JV*. H 
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OMAN ANTIQUITIES AND ANCIENT 

MYTHOLOGY. By Charles KDillawat, A. M, 

\ Principal in the Boston Public Latin School. Illustrated 

' by elegant Engravings. Third edition, improved. 



\ 



This work ia rapidly going into use all over our country j it is already ' 
^ introduced into most of our High Schocds and Academies, and many of our <| 
^ Colleges. A new and l>eautiful edition has Just been published. ^ 

{ In a small duodecimo, of about a hundred and fifty pages, he 
\ concentrates the most valuable and interesting partici^rs re- < ; 
> lating to Roman antiquity; together with as full an account 
\ of heathen my thology, as is jgenerally needed in our highest \ 
\ seminaries. A peculiar merit of this compilation, ana one ^ 
^ which will gain it admission into our highly respectable femdU 
\ seminaries, is the total absence of all iQlusion, even tbe most 
s remote, to the disgusting obseemties of apcient mjrthology; 
^ while, at the same time, nothing is omitted, which a pure mind 
would feel interested to know. We recommend the book as i 
valuable addition to the treatises in our schools and academies. 
— Education Reporter, Boston, 



\ 



\ [From E. Bailey, Principal of the Young Ladies* High Schocd, Boston.] ; > 



\ 



\ 



Messrs. Gould, Kendall, &, Lincoln : — Havin|r used <' DUlBk- 
way 8 Roman ATUimuties and Andenl Mythology^' in my schod 
for several years, 1 commend it to teachers, with great confi- 
dence, as a valuable text-book on those interesting branches cmT 
education. IS. Bailet. 

BosUm, Nov. 16, 1835. 

We well remember, in the days of our pupilag^, how unpopu- 
lar as a study was the volume of Roman Antiquities introduced ; 
c in the academic course. It wearied on account of its prolixity, 
^ filling a thick octavo, and was the prescribed task each afternoon 
^ for along three months. It was reserved for one of our Boston 
instructors to apply the condensing apparatus to this mass of < 
crudities, and so to modendze the anUqtdtifis of the old Romans, \ 
as to make a befitting abridgment for schools of the first order. ! 
Mr. Dillaway has presented such a compilation as must be 1 
\ interesting to lads, and become popular as a text-book. Histori- 1 
> cal facts are stated with' great simplicity and clearness ; the most \ 
\ important points are seized upon, while trifling peculiarities are \ 
t passed unnoticed. — American Traveller. \ 
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AMERICAN EXPOSITOR, 



OR 



^TELLECTUAL DEFINER; 



. for the Use of Schools. By R. Claooett, A. M., 
:ipal of Centra] High School, Providence. Sec- 
ion. 

this work bai been published but a few months, a large edition 
lied for, it having been introduced into many of the first schools 
(land. { 

I among the many recommendations received, we select the \ 

yeting of the School Committee of the City of Provi- \ 
Iden at the Council Chamber, on Thursday, the 28th > 
836, the following vote was passed unanimously : — \ 

, That the book recently published by Rufus Claggett, \ 
tied *The American Expositor, or Intellectual De> J 
introduced into all the public Writing Schools in this 

e copy. Attest, Wm. Apliv, Sec^y, 

\ 

American Expositor, or Intellectual Definer,'* having \ 
er my notice, I take pleasure in sayin?, that I deem it ^ 
i acquisition to our school classics ; and shall be happy $ 
lat I can to facilitate its general introduction mto \ 

Samuel Angell, > 

Principal of Seekonk Seminary, Providence. ^ 

'< The American Expositor *' well calculated to an- 
ntended purpose of its author. 

C. SouLE Carter, > 

Young Ladies* High Schoolf Union St,, Providence* \ 
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Boston, July 6. 

To provide the means for a more thorough understandiug of 
the meaning and uses of the words of our language, is the 
main purpose of '^ The American Expositor and Intellectoal 
Definer." As a means of intellectual discipline, the stud^ of 
> words on this plan must be highly favorable. The first edition 
\ of the work is already disposed of, and we hop(> tliat discern- 
* ing teachers will not fail of adopting it in their schools. The 
change must be, in every way, favorable to the teacher and the , 

^^S*^'- A. Bronson Alcott. ' 



\ 



" The American Expositor, designed for the Use of Schools," ! 
^ will unquestionably become a popular and valuable school book. ; 
\ We have no hesitation in saying that it meets with our entire i 
5 approbation, and is highly creditable to the judgment and expe- 1 
< rience of its author. q^„ „ ^ Harper, \ 

\ Teachers qf English atid Classical School, J^ewpori 

\ 

\ Arcade Classical Institute, March 16, 1836. \ 

J ** The American Expositor " is an excellent little work, well I 

\ adapted to the object for which it is designed, and worthy the ] 

\ attention of those engaged in the instruction of youth. I shall j 

\ immediately introduce it into the seminary with which I am \ 

\ connected. ^ E Toothaker. ! 

i I 

^ I think the arrangement good, and the definitions clear and i 

> concise. I should mink it would prove a useful addition to our \ 

\ school books. OiAY^n Angell, ; 

5 Principal of Franklin High School, Providence \ 

^ Boston, July 7, 1836. 

" The American Expositor, or Intellectual Definer, designed 
for the Use of Schools," by Rufus Claggett, Esq., is, in my 
, opinion, a work of great merit. It embraces a regular coarse ; 
\ of instruction in definitions, by which the minds of pupils may 
^ be successfully disciplined, and a ready, free and correct use of 
\ words acquired. I will only add, that, were I to recommend 
\ a set of text-books on elementary instruction, the American 
\ Expositor would be one of the first on the catalogue. 

\ Cornelius Walker, 

% Principal of fVeUs Public Grammar SckooL 
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nPHE ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF MISSIONS; 

■*• a Record of the Voyages, Travels, Labors, and Suc- 
cesses of the various Missiooaries, who have be(^u sent forth 
: by Protestant Societies and Churches to evangelize the 
; Heathen ; compiled from authentic Documents ; forming a 
; complete Missionary Repository; illustrated by numerous 
Engravings, from original Drawings made erpressly for this 
I Work. By the Rev. John O.Choules, New Bedford, Mass., 
' and the Rev. Thomas Smith, late Minister of Trinity Chapel, 
I London. Fourth Edition, continued to the present time. 

The original cost of the stereotype plates, engravings, &c., to this work, 
considerably exceeded $7000, which necessarily so enhanced the price of 
former editions ($13 per copy), that many were precluded from purchasing 
it, who would otherwise have gladly done so. 

The present proprietors, having purchased the work at a considerable de- 
duction from cost, and being desirous of placing it within the reach of 
every one wishing to possess this valuable repository of missionary intelii- 
l^nce, have determined to put it at the very low price of $7 per copy, trusting 
that by this means it will receive Arom an enlightened Christian community 
the extemtve patronage which the merits and importance of the work de« 

mand. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The plan and object of the Origin and History of Mis- 
sions having been submitted to us, we beg leave most cordially 
to recommend it to the attention of the religious public, con- 
[ siderinff it highly calculated to extend the interest which is al- 
k ready felt onbenalf of the great missionary enterprise. 

\ x>^, •D,,-^- A «»..<.»» rk Ffc C Secretaries of the American 
Rev. RuFus Anderson, D. D.,N j^^^^ ^^J Comrnissianer, 
Rev. David Greene, ^ ^^ p^^^^ Missions, < 

[ Rev. Lucius Bolles, D. D., Corresponding Secretary of the \ 
i Baptist Board of Foreign Missions. \ 

\ Rev. P. Van Pelt, Jr., Secretary of the Protestant Episcopal > 
I Missionary Society. \ 

[ Rev. Wilbur Fiske, D. D., President of the Wesleyan Univer- \ 
^ siXy, Middietown, Conn. 

Rev. Francis Wayland,D. D., President of Brovm University, 
Providence^ R. /. 

Rev. Daniel Sharp, D. D., Boston, 

Rev. B. B. Wisner, D. D., Boston. 
\ Rev. John Codman, D. D., Dorchester, Mass, 
\ Rev. Howard Malcoh, J^ojton. 
^ Rev. William Jenxs, D. D., Boston, ^ 

Rev. James D. Knowles, Prcfessor qf Pastoral Duties, Jfew* \ 
ton Theological Instiitutum, \ 

Rev. BAftoN ^oyv, Boston* 

1 
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\ Rev. William Hague, Boston, 

> Rev. Warren Fay, D. D., CharUstown, Mass, 

\ Rev. Irah Chase, Prof essor of Biblical Theol. Jfewton, Mass, 
^ Rev. Henry J. Ripley, Professor Biblical LU., Newton, Mass. 
\ Rev. John P. Cleaveland, Detroit. 

> Rev. RuFus Babcock, D. D., Philadelphia. 
\ Rev. Enoch W. Freeman, Lowell, Mass. 

\ Rev. Sylvester Holmes, New Bedford. 

5 Rev. David Smith, D. D., Durham^ Conn. 

S Rev. Samuel Cox, D. D., New York. 

' Rev. Gardiner Spring, D. D., New York, 

Rev. Spencer H. Cone, New York. \ 

Rev. Charles G. Sommebs, New York. ! 

Rev. Robert M'Cartee, D. D., Pennsylvania, > 

Rev. G. M. Matthews, D. D., New York. \ 

Rev. Archibald Ma cla y, JVct«? York. \ 

Rev. C. C. Cuyler, D. D., Poughkeepsie, New York. \ 

Rev. Ezra Fisk, D. D., Goshen, Neio York. { 

i Rev. B. T. Welch, D. D., Albany. 

^ Rev. A. Kendrick, D.D., Hamilton Theol. Seminary, N.Jersey. 

\ Rev. A. Alexander, D.D., Theol. Seminary, Princeton, N. Jersey. 

\ Rev. Gilbert Livingston, D. D., Dutch Ref. Church, PhUa. 

\ Rev. G. T. Bedell, D. D., Rector of St. Andrew's Church, Phihi. 

> Rev. W. T. Brantley, D. D., Philadelphia. \ 
\ Rev. Ezra Stiles Ely, D. D., Missouri. J 
\ Rev. John Breckenridge, D. D., Princeton. \ 
\ Rev. J. L. Dagg, Philadelphia. 

^ Rev. Thomas M'Auley, D. D., Philadelphia. 
\ Rev. Luther Halsey, Professor in the Theological InstittUio'i^ 
\ of the Presbyterian Churchy Pittsburg, Penn, S 

\ Rev. John Finlay, Baltimore. s 

> Rev. William Nevins, D. D., Baltimore. \ 
\ Rev. Stephen Chapin, D. D., President of Columbian CoUege, \ 
\ Washington CUy. . ) 

> Rev. John Pratt, Principal of Literary and Theological Insti- 1 
\ tution, Granvifle, Ohio. v 
\ Rev. John C. Young, President of Centre College, DanvilUfKen- > 
\ Rev. A. W. Leland, D. D., Charleston^ S. C. \ 

\ [Extract from the Report of the Committee of the Baptut General Convention \ 
\ on PublicationR.] \ 

\ The Origin and History of Missions, by the Rev. J. 0. > 
\ Choules, having been referred to the notice of this Committee, j 
^ they have fully examined the number already printed, and pes- \ 

> sessed themselves of the views of the conductors of the work. ] 
\ The Committee are happy to express their entire confidence in | 
t the gualifications of the author, and belief that the work will ; 

I* richly merit the attention of the religious public- 
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f^MMON ; (Prize Essat ;) or, Covetousness the Sin J 

of the Christian Church. By Rev. John Harris, \ 

)r of the " Great Teacher.'* Second American, from ^ 

enth London Edition. i 

work has already engaged the attention of churches and Individuals, \ 
eives the highest coiumendations. The publishers take pleasure In S 
ing the following united reconunendation from clergyman in this ^ 

ing read the Prize Essay of the Rev. John Harris, entitled S 
imon, or Covetousness the Sin of the Christian Church," * 
rdially recommend it as deserving the serious perusal of 
jfessed followers of Christ. 

reneral circulation will be a powerful means of increasing 
irituality of the churches, and of advancing every good \ 
which depends in any measure upon pecuniary contri- i 

*• R. Anderson, J. H. Fairchild, \ 

David Greene, S. S. Mallery, J 

Daniel Sharp, Hubbard Winslow, 

Wm. M. Rogers, Lucius Bolles, 

Jothah Horton, Abel Stevens, 

Baron Stow, Wm. Jenks, 

Wm. Hague, A. Boies, 

George B. Ide, D. M. Lord, 

Geo. W. Blaoden, £. Thresher. 

[From the Christian Watchman.] 

wish not only to add our testimony to the excellency of 
ok, but to urge it upon the attention of our readers. We 
md it to the attention of business men, and especially 

men. 

[From the New York Observer.] 

have read this work with great interest, and recommend 
[ually rich in evangeUcal principle, philosophical analysis, 
ictical application. 

[From the Philadelphia Observer.] 
neat little volume, on the important subject of which it 
we have read with much satisfaction. The author ban- 
in a masterly manner. * * * Our hope is, that it will be 
vely read. 

[From Zion*8 Herald.] 

ng all the books which have fallen into our hands to 
we have never felt our ini^ility to do justice to any of ^ 
JO such an extent as to the one now before us. It exhib- \ 
writer as a man of superior intellectual power, and gifled ^ 
dents which, if rightly applied and heeded, may yet be 
d to move the moral worla. His eloquence is the eW 
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quence of reason, founded in the teeorda of eternal troth, 
sentiments are a wonderfhl concentration of truth and wd 
carrying with them such conyincinff power, as must itrip i 
rice of its coat of mail, and turn the streams of extrtngi 
into the channel of uniyersal love. His style is so entirely 
of cumbrous words, that the whole book resembles a Berin 
epigrammatical sentences, each one eonyejing, in a few li 
that for which, in many writers, we have to travel oyer ptg 

[Fiom the Soathara Kalifioai Telegrafih.] 

Its appearance is highly seasonable. Its title maj u 
repulsive to some members of the church. Mammon ! ¥r 
willing to be recognixed as a disciple of Manunon f * * * 
power and spirit in which it is written, the noble thonghl 
the writer, nobly expressed, will^commend it to their attei 
and they will read and admire it, even if they decide thai 
will not repent. 

[From the Biblical R«eordar, Newborn, N. C] 
The extent and ruinous consequences of the sin of whicl 
work treats, even among professors of religion, we have 
been Ailly apprised of. The publication of the aboye*n 
work in this country, we therefore consider seasonable 
happy. 

[From the Richmond Religioiu Herald.] 

\ The work attacks with much force this insidious vice. 

\ Harris is a fearless and energetic writer. His style is 

\ nervous and lucid, and his habits of thinkincr highly orij 

^ The topics he selects are judiciously selected, and impre 

\ ly enforced. The present treatise has fully answered oi 

\ pectations ; and we earnestly trust it will be extensively 

^ and be productive of much good. 

^ [Extract from an extended Notice in the Christian Review.] 

> We hail this volume with heartfelt pleasure. Its appea 
\ is most seasonable. It will commend itself to all whc 
\ peruse its pages ; and we trust that its solemn and powerfi 
\ peals to conscience and duty may be productive of the ha] 

results. We do earnestly advise the pastors of churches U 
pains to promote the circulation and perusal of this ma 
production among their congregations. 

> [A correspondent of the Boston Recorder says,] 

^ O that Christian professors generally could be indue 
\ ready with a teachable spirit, this pungent, soul-stirring a] 
\ and then examine how clearly and frequently the Scrip 
J place the covetous with " idolaters," who " have no inheri 

> in the kingdom of Christ and of God." 

4 
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!Meto anil Smptobeli 331i(t(on« 
[OIR OF GEORGE DANA BOARDMAN, \ 

LATE MISSIONARY TO BURMAH, \ 

VTAININO MUCH INTELLIGENCE RELATIVE TO THE 
BURMAN MISSIOir. 



\ 



Y REV. ALONZO KING, of Northboro', Mass. 

ct likeness of Mr. Boardman, engraved on steel, from a painting in \ 
ession of the family, and a beautifUl vignette representing tbe bap- 
al scene just before his death, have been added. 



\ 



[From Rev. J. O. Choules, of New Bedford.] 

ve read the Memoir of Boardman with ^reat satisfaction. 

The ^reat charm in the character of JVfr. Boardman viras 
vent piety ; and his biographer has succeeded admirably 
iing him up to the Christian world as the pious student, 
thful minister, and the self-denyjng, laborious missionary. 
! student, to the Christian minister, it will be a valuable 
ind no Christian can peruse it without advantage. I hope 
mistering brethren will aid in the circulation of the Me- 

Every church will be benefited by its diffusion among 
mbers. Yours, &c., John O. Choules. 

[From the Christian Watchman.] 
3 Memoir belongs to that small class of books, which may 
d with interest and profit by every one. It comprises so 
of interesting history ; so much of simple and pathetic 
ive, so true to nature ; and so much of correct moral and 
us sentiment, that it cannot fail to interest persons of all 
nd of every variety of taste. 

[From Rev Baron Stow.] 
3ne can read the Memoir of Boardman, without feeling 
le religion of Christ is suited to purify the affections, exalt J 
rposes, and give energy to the character. Mr. Boardman \ 
man of rare excellence, and his biographer, by a just ex- 
n of that excellence, has rendered an important service, 
ly to the cause of Christian missions, but to the interests 
ional godliness. ^ 

Yours, with esteem, ^aibloi^ %tov« « \ 
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MEMOIR OF MRS. ANN H. JUDSC 

LATE MISSIONARY TO BURBIAH. 
New and Enlarged £ditio 

Jmlnding a Hittory of the Jhmtriemm B &p i ut MissUm in 
man Empire to thopreoent Time. 

BT JAMES D. KNOWLES, 
ProraMor of Puioral DutiM in the Newton Theological Initi 

EMBELLISHED WITH ENeRAVINeS. 



Twenty-five thonannd copiei of thia work have been aold in 
Statea, beaidea aeveral editiona in En^and. It haa alao beei 
French, and la about to be publiahed in the Gennan Ian go: 
shows that it is a work of no ordmary interest. 



[Extract from Mrs. Hale'a Ladies' Magazine.] 

We are glad to announce thii work to our read 
% character of JVIrB. Judson is an honor to American lad 
\ ardent faith that incited her to engage in an enterprii 
\ of perils ; the fortitude she exhibited under trials wiiic 
^ almost incredible a delicate woman could have surmou 
\ griefs, and the hopes that supported her, should be re 
\ own expressive language. Her talents were unquesti 
\ a high order ; but the predominant quality of her mil 
> energy. The work contains, besides the life of Mrs. 
\ History of the Burman Mission, with a sketch of the G« 
\ &c., or that country, and a Map accompanying, and a b 
^ engraved portrait of Mrs. Judson. 

[From the London New Baptist Miscellany.] 
^ This is one of the most interesting pieces of female 1 
\ which has ever come under our notice. No quotatic 
< our limits allow, would do justice to the facts, and 
^ therefore refer our readers to the voVwme WaeVt. \\. ov\ 
\ unmediately added to every family \i\>T«rj. 
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ItTEMOIR OP REV. WILLIAM CAREY, D. D., forty 
■*'"•■- Years Missionary in India. By Rev. Eustace Caret. 
With an Introductory Essay, by Francis Watland, D. D^ 
President of Brown University. With a correct Likeness. 

[From the Monthly Paper of the Baptist General Tract Society.] 

Thif is a work of surpassiiig interest, which no Christian can 
read without profit. The mechanical execution is excellent, 
and reflects much credit on the enterprising publishers. They 
have given to the American public an impenshable work, that 
will be perused with intenw interest by generations yet unborn. 

We have seldom, if ever, read a book which has impressed j 
us with such a conviction of the importance of its being most 1 
extensively circulated. With the Memoir of our own Mrs. ^ 
Judson, it ought to have a place in every family and in every 
Ubrary. 

[From the Boston Recorder.] 

A Memoir of Dr. Carey must of necessity give an account of 
the rise of Baptist Missions in the East Indies, tiieir embarrass- 
ments, their struggles, and their success. For this reason, as 
well as on account of the character of Dr. Carey, it must be a 
work of intense interest. 

[From Zlon*s Herald.] 

The compiler observes in his Preface, that his endeavor has 
been to exhibit the Christian and the missionary, raUier than the 
scholar. We think he has succeeded. It is in the character of 
a Christian missionary that Dr. Carey preeminently shines. It 
was through bis labors, under the blessing of God, that a char- 
acter and stability were given to missionary operations in India, 
which have justly made them the admiration of the Christian 
world. We compliment the publishers for the beautiful style in 
which they have issued this book. 

[From the Richmond Religious Herald.] 

The name of Carey awakens feelings of the most interesting 
character in the mind of every reflecting Christian, whose heart 
is alive to the prosperity of the Redeemers kingdom on earth, and 
who longs for the spiritual welfare of a perishing world. The lift 
of the founder of modem missions, the pioneer in those efforts 
which, we believe, are destined to nil the whole earth wiUi tiie 
glory of Grod, and to cause the kingdoms of the earth to become 
the kingdoms of the Lord, cannot be perused with ordinary 
emotions, nor without feelings of devout gratitude, that God 
was pleased, in his own time, to raise up an instrument so well 
qualified for the mighty undertaking. 
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\ rpHE COMPLETE WORKS of the Rev. ANDl 

> -■- FULLER ; with a Meraph- of his Life. By Ani 
\ GuNTOw FujLLER. In two volumes. With a correct 

^ ness. 

\ This valuable work is now published in two large octavo volun 

^ fair type and fine paper, at a very low price. The co^^t of former e 

\ ($14) precluded many from possessing it. The publishers are grati 

\ being able to offer to the Christian public a work replete with doctri 

> guiiients and practical religion at a price so reduced that every one d 
^ such a work may possess it. 

3 [From Rev. Lyman Beecher, D. D.] 

^ Gentlemen : — I cheerfully accord the testimony of mj 

> approbation to the Works ot Andrew Fuller. He is one < 
\ few great, original, and holy men, whom God occasionally 
\ up to dispel the mists which gather about the truth, ancl 
^ out the unobscured illumination of the Word of God. N( 
\ man mind has ever been unerring in all its expositions < 
S vealed truth ; but Edwards and Puller have comprehend 
^ my opinion, both the letter and spirit of the Bible in an en 

> degree. With both I have been deeply conversant, fror 
\ commencement of my ministry to the present day, and hav 
\ formly and earnestly recommended to theological student 
^ young ministers, to imbue their minds with their heavenly < 

> sitions, to acquire their habits of accurate definition and die 
\ ination, while they possess themselves of their judicious 
< ions and powerful arguments. A better service for the 

to the present day, can scarcely be done, than by the exte 
circulation of the Works of Andrew Fuller. May it pleaf 
Lord to give you great success in the enterprise. 

Yours respectfully, Lyman Beech 

[A reviewer says,] 

This work, in the material and style of execution, is h 
creditable to the American press. The publishers, in is 
this work, have conferred an obligation upon the commi 
and will doubtless be rewarded in a liberal return of the 
vestment. Mr. FuWer was among the few extraordinary 
who have ever appeared in this world. He possessed a 
vigor of intellect, and ian uncommon share of good sense, ii 
ible integrity, and the most ardent love of trum. 

[Another reviewer says,] 

The Works of Andrew Fuller have been before the publ 
several years. Public opinion has passed on them its de< 
sentence. They have taken their place among the stai 
theological writings in the English language. 



B 



'ould, Kendall, Sg* Lincoln's PuhKctxHons, 

THE FOUR GOSPELS; 

WITH NOTES, 

I 

atl) iSclool CTeaclevs anti JStlile Classes, \ 

AIVO Al % 

N AID TO FAMILY INSTRUCTION. \ 

BY HENRt J. RIPLEY, 

)r of Biblical Litemtiue and Interpretation in Newton Theolofical 

Inititation. 



CHIEFLY explanatory; 
IIVTXIVDXD rUKCIFAlXr Foa 



- [Extracto from the Prefkce.] 

i following Notei, I have endeavored to avoid prolixity, 
; not to pass over, without explanation, passiLges that i 
eed explanation. * * * A person who may use this book, ^ 
>r personal information, or for enabling him to instruct 
must submit to some labor. Frequently passages of 
re are merely referred to, and the benefit to be drawn 
386 passages will require that they be examined. Par- 
r will this be found necessary in tne case of a Sabbath 
teacher, or the leader of a Bible Class. If such a person 
I on this book as a help, he will not find his work all done 
here ; but he will find, I trust, materials afforded him, 
h he may do his work himself. 

is the nature of the work I proposed to myself in this book , 
aye not felt at liberty, even if I had been disposed or 
indulge in flights of fancy, or to seek any rhetorical 
ice, beyond a perspicuous and simple statement of facts 
ons. Nor have I made many moral reflections. Some- 
have suggested topics of pious meditation and of useful 
1 remark ; at other times, I have not done so. I have 
ided, in this matter, by the nature of different passages, 
the impressions on my own mind, 
my views of some passages should differ from those of 
riters, is to be expected ; but that I have endeavored to 
to my readers the mind of the Holy Spirit, and to shed 
rer a part of the sacred volume, is my delightful con- ^ 
sss. The usefulness of the effort must be left to Him, \ 
iom come all good desires and designs, whose blessing is \ 
xy for every undertaking, and '^ whose approbation can 



even mine." 
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iuteDdt'd priiicij)ully for Sunday School Teachers and Bible 
^ Classes. By Howard Malcom, A. M. Illustrated by 
^ thirty-iiiue Engravings on Wood, a Map of PalestiuQ, ana 
\ an elegant Copperplate Frontispiece. 

\ [From the Minutes of the Vermont State Convention.] 

\ Your Committee earnestly recommend Malcom's Bible Dic- 
^ tionary, a new work, the worth of which every lover of the 
^ Bible will feel, and the low price of which places it within the 
\ reach of the poorest. 

% [From the Minutes of the Boston Association.] 

^ Believing that the advantages of Sabbath School and Bible 
\ Class instruction depend greatly on the intelli^nce of their 
\ teachers, and tliat the extended circulation of Malcom's Bible 
^ Dictionary would conduce to their better qualification, — Resolved, 
S That this work be recommended to the patronage of the friends ! 
\ of early religious instruction. 

\ T INCOLN'S SABBATH SCHOOL CLASS BOOK. 

\ -"-^ The Sabbath School Class Book, comprising copi- ; 
\ ous Exercises on the Sacred Scriptures. By E. LincoLif. ' 
\ Revised and improved by an eminent Clergyman and a \ 
\ Superintendent. i 

\ The present edition has been thoroughly revised and enlarged by gentle- ' 

^ men well qualified for the task. The l)ook, in its present shape, is one dT i 

v the cheapest and most romplete of the kind now in use. Among the many < 

y recommendations of the work, we select the following, which have been ! 

^ received within a few days. 

\ [From Rev. Dr. Going of New York.] 

\ A careful examination of the Sabbath School Class Book con- 
V vinced me of its high excellence, and observation of its utility 
^ in practice has strengthened the conviction. I therefore fully 
\ recommend it as being the best work for Sabbath Schools now 
\ in use. Jonathan Going. 

^ Gentlemen : — Having examined your Sabbath School Class 
\ Book, it gives us pleasure to express our satisfaction with its 
\ desiirn and execution. The great benefit which a good class 
} book accomplishes, consists in guiding the mind of the scholar 
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study of his lesson, and in suggesting topics of conver- \ 
;o the teacher. To this end we think your work is well ^ 
I, having avoided, in a great degree, the evils of extreme \ 
ance or conciseness. v 

W. Hague, £. Thresher, { 

C. P. Grosvenor, H. Malcom, > 
L. BoLLES, Baron Stow. \ 

^ 

JIDE TO CONVERSATION ON THE NEW \ 

TESTAMENT ; designed for the Use of Bible ^ 

} and Sabbath Schools. By Rev. William Hague. ^ 

containing the Gospel according to St. Matthew. ^ 

)iect of this work is two-fold : — 1st. To facilitate the efforts of the ^ 

in communicating instruction to their clashes: — 2d. To excite a \ 

nquiry amongst the classes themselves. To this end, such questions ^ 

1, as are adapted to lead the mind to tJUnk, and only such as the \ 

with the Bible in his hand, may be expected to answer, by the aid \ 

'n reflecting power. The questions are interspersed with familiar ^ 

, which are designed to convey to the scholar such information as \ 

be within his reach, and also to keep up a continuous conversation \ 

the teacher and the class. ^ 

:;OLN'S SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS, with the J 

Liiswer annexed, giving, in the Language of the \ 

Volume, interesting Portions of the History, and a \ 

; View of the Doctrines and Duties, exhibited in the J 

\ 

Bibles cannot be furnished to each scholar, the Scripture dues- \ 
y be used with convenience, as the answers are printed. S 

i 



:NILE harmony, containing Appropriate J 
yrnns and Music, for Sabbath Schools, Sabbath \ 
Anniversaries, and Family Devotion. By N. D. \ 

little work contains the Rudiments of Music, set forth in \ 
, familiar manner, so that persons little versed in the ^ 
of music may understand, so as to be able to teach Chil- Jj 
d Youth, in this interesting and increasingly popular branch \ 
sation. The music, which is mostly origmal, is simple, \ 
He ; the words are appropriate, and the form and execution \ 
work such as to render it attractive. Its remarkable ^ 
?ss, too, we think, must recommend it to every one de- s 
uch a work. It contains thirtj^-one tunes, and sixty-three \ 
and is sold at the very low price of $10 per hund[red, or > 
single. ^ 
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PECK>8 NEW GUIDE FOR EMIGRANTS TO THE WEST, con- 
taining Sketehec of Ohio, IndlanA, Illinois, Misaoiiri, Miclilgaii, 4tc kz. 
By J. M. Pbck, a. M., of Kock Spring, lllinoii. Seeomt EditUm, 

CAMPBELL AND FENELON ON ELOaUENCE, compriiing Cftinp- 
bell's Lectures on Systematic Theology and Pulpit Eloquence, and Feneloa'i 
Dialogues on Ekiquenoe. Edited by Prof. RirLsr, of Newton Tlieologtcal 
Institution. 

AN EXAMINATION OF STUART'S ESSAY ON BAPTISBL By 
Hsifar J. RiPLBT, Prof. Biblical Literature at Newton TbeoL InatitutioB. 

JUDSON'S SERMON ON BAPTISM. 

FULLER'S DIALOGUES ON COMMUNION. Second Edition. 

THE GREAT TEACHER. Cfaaraeterlstics of our Lord's Ministry. By 
Rev. John HAaaii. With an Introductoiy Essay, by HaMAir HoMrHaiT, 
D. D., President of Amherst CoHlege. 

MORRIS'S MEMOIRS OF FlJLLER.— The Life andCbaiacterof Rev. 
Andrkw Fullkk, Edited by Rurni Babcock, Ja., D. D. 

MEMOIR OF ROGER WILLIAMS, the Founder of the State of Rhode 
Island. By Jambs D. Knowlbs, A. M. 

MEMOIR OF REV. WILLIAM STAUGHTON, D. D. By Rev. W. 
S. Ltkd, a. M. With a Likeness. 

LIFE OF PHILIP MELANCTHON, comprising an Account of the 
most important Transactions of the Reformation. By F. A. Cox, D. D., 
LL. D.. of London. From the Second London Edition, with important 
Alterations by tlie Authiur, for this Edition. 

MEMOIR OF REV. S. PEARCE. By Astdbbw Fuixbb. 

MEMOIRS OF HOWARD THE PHILANTHROPIST ; compUed firom 
his Diary, his confidential Letters, and otlier authentic Documents. Witli 
a Likeness and Vignette. 

REMAINS OF REV. RICHARD CECIL, M. A. ; to which is piefized 
a View of his Clmracter. By Josiah Pkatt, B. D., F. A. S., with a beautiiVil 
Frontispiece. 

TRAVELS OF TRUE GODLINESS. By the Rev. Bsif jamin Kbach, 
London ; and a Memoir of his Life, by Howako Maloom . With four beau- 
tiful Engravings. 

BEAUTIES OF COLLYER. Selections from Theological Lectures by 
Rev. W. B. CoLLTBB, D. D., F. S. A. With a fine Engraving. 

IMITATION OF CHRIST. By Thomas a KsMris. A new and im- 
proved Edition, edited by Howard Maixom, A. M. With two fine En- 
gravings. 

CHURCH MEMBER'S GUIDE. By J. A. Jambs, A. M., of Birming- 
ham, England. Edited by J. O. Choulbs, A. M. 

FEMALE SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY, including an Esmy on whst 
Christianity has done for Women. By F. A. Cox, D. D., LL. DT, of London. 
Two Volumes, with four Engravings. 

SAINTS' EVERLASTING REST. By Richabo Baxtbb. Abridged 
« by B. Fawcett, A. M. With a Likeness and Vignette. 

> HELP TO ZION'S TRAVELLERS. By Rev. Robbbt Haix. With a 
\ Preface, by Dr. Rtland. Edited by Rev. J. A. Wabbb. With a beautifU 
S Vignette. ^ 

> SCRIPTURE NATURAL HISTORY, containing a descriptive Account 
\ of Quadrupeds, Birds, Fishes, Insects, Reptiles, Serpents, Plants.Trees, Min- 
\ erals, Gems, and Precious Stones, mentioned in the Bible. By Wiixiam 
^ CARrBNTBB, Loudou. With Improvements by Rev. Gobhah d. Abbott. 
\ Illustrated by numerous Engravings, also Sketches of Palestine. 

> WINCHELL'S WATTC enlarmd, being an Arrangement of all the 
< Psalms and Hymns of Dr. Watts. Wiui a Supplement. 

\ NATIONAL CHURCH HARMONY, containingTunea calculated fiir 

> Public Worship, Anthems and Select Pieces for Fasts, Thankagivingh 
% Cbrietmaa, MiMionary Meetings, dtc. By N. D. Gould. New Steieo^yps 

^ EditioD, enluged. 
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